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John S. Staum 
VFW Commander-in-Chief 


his has been a most successful 

year, as all of us worked to Reach 
for New Horizons, in membership, 
program activity, assistance 
of all kinds to our fellow veterans 
and in the field of legislation. 

For the 31st consecutive year, the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the Uni- 
ted States registered a gain in mem- 
bership to continue to exceed the 
two million mark, set two years ago. 

Every area of our country has 
benefited this year, as every year, 
from the presence of VFW Posts, as 
our community service work has 
gained new momentum and done so 
much to maintain our 87-year-old 
organization so high in the esteem of 
our fellow citizens. 

Americanism, Safety, Voice of 
Democracy, Youth Activities, Buddy 
Poppy and Community Activities, as 
solid community service efforts, are 
irrefutable evidence that our organ- 
ization is fundamental to America. 
In fact, it is almost impossible to 
imagine the kind of country ours 
would be without the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars. 

All our achievements over the 
past year would not have been pos- 
sible without the wholehearted co- 
operation of each and every dedi- 
cated member of the VFW and its 
Ladies Auxiliary. To each of you, 
most heartfelt and sincere thanks 
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Another Great Year 


for a difficult job well done. 

Wherever mytravels took me from 
the moment I was sworn in as your 
Commander-in-Chief at the conclu- 
sion of the 86th National Conven- 
tion in Dallas to just before the 87th 
National Convention was gaveled 
into session in Minneapolis, I had 
the privilege of meeting and talking 
with the finest people in the world, 
you members of the VFW and the 
Ladies Auxiliary. 

Those prophets of doom and pur- 
veyors of gloom who so often de- 
spair of our country and our people 
and glibly speak of an American 
“malaise” should leave their comfort- 
able ivory towers to visit a few VFW 
Posts. If they did, and talked with 
our comrades, I am sure they would 
come away with a far different opin- 
ion of our people and our nation. 
Patriotism, a constructive, healthy 
love of country, is deep-rooted 


disease-wracked comrades, they 
banded together to demand that 
the government that sent them to 
war assume the responsibility for 
alleviating their pain and restoring 
them to normal lives. 

The burden of acting on behalf of 
veterans now falls on us. And true to 
the heritage of those veterans who 
fought in Cuba, the Philippines and 
Puerto Rico and went on to found 
the VFW, we will never permit any 
branch or agency of government to 
renege on the promise implicit in 
the call to defend the country. 

A major achievement this past 
year was the passage of the Mont- 
gomery-Hammerschmidt Bill that 
for the first time makes Veterans 
Administration health care an enti- 
tlement. Under this new law, the VA 
for the first time is required to pro- 
vide care to several categories of 
veterans. 


“We must be alert to any efforts by anti- 
veteran elements to erode any of the entitle- 
ments all of us have earned through service to 


our country.” 


wherever I visited, and the spirit of 
cooperation to achieve wholesome 
goals is alive and well. Confidence in 
the future and commitment to solve 
problems facing all of us are palpa- 
ble everywhere. 

While remaining optimistic, all of 
us must be continually on the alert 
to any efforts on the part of anti- 
veteran elements to erode any of the 
entitlements all of us have earned 
through our service to our country. 
Remember, our organization was 
founded by men who came home 
from the Spanish-American War 
with only a pittance in mustering- 
out pay to show for their service. 
Appalled by the condition of their 


One of the principal themes of 
politicians in Washington over the 
past few years has been alarm over 
the national deficit. No one denies 
there is a need to tackle the prob- 
lem, but last December, despite VFW 
objections, Congress hastily passed 
the Gramm-Rudman-Hollings defi- 
cit reduction amendment. President 
Reagan signed it just as quickly. 
When he did, in one fell swoop, cost- 
of-living adjustments (COLAs) for, 
among others, military retirees were 
eliminated. The VFW, which was 
able to prevent this from happening 
to service connected veterans’ com- 
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pensation and dependency indem- 
nity compensation, protested the 
loss of COLAs for the retirees and 
has joined with other like-minded 
groups to push for Congressional 
restoration of COLAs. 

Under Gramm-Rudman-Hollings, 
the VA’s health care program is 
being cut, a dire turn of events in the 
face of the vast number of aging 
veterans. 

From the standpoint of our com- 
rades still in service, this has been 
another grim year. The loss of the 
paratroopers returning home from 
peacekeeping in the Sinai Desert for 
Christmas shocked all of us. Their 
plane crashed in Newfoundland. It 
was a private chartered aircraft, 
and I immediately protested the use 
of such planes for transporting 
American service personnel. I de- 
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manded that the most rigid safety 
standards be enforced. Then, of 
course, there was the continuing 
wave of terrorism that took its toll in 
American lives in Rome and Vienna 
airport bombings and a Berlin disco. 

I demanded action from Presi- 
dent Reagan to call a halt to the 
lawlessness that has taken over a 
goodly portion of the world, and he 
responded. When Libya’s Col. Muam- 
mar Qaddafi proclaimed a “line of 
death” in the Gulf of Sidra and 
warned against U.S. naval maneuv- 
ers there, attacks on American ves- 
sels were met with the swiftest reta- 
liation, and Qaddafi pulled in his 
horns. In April, terrorist installa- 
tions in Libya were attacked by 
American planes after the Berlin 
bombing, and except for a few brief 
flareups in the raids’ wake, things 


have been quiet. Tragically, however, 
two American airmen were report- 
ed missing. 

Throughout the year, the VFW has 
consistently maintained its policy of 
demanding an accounting of all the 
missing-in-action and the return of 
any Americans still held prisoner in 
Southeast Asia. You may rest as- 
sured, this organization will never 
deviate from that position until the 
Vietnamese Communists live up to 
the promise they made in exchange 
for the ending of the American com- 
bat role in Vietnam. As has been 
repeated for so many years, “We will 
never turn our back on our com- 
rades.” 

Yes, indeed, we have Reached for 
New Horizons, thanks to all of 
you. | 
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Seek 34th Inf. Korea Vets am 
As a veteran of the 34th Infantry 
during the Korean War, I am attempt- 
ing to contact others like myself who 
served in the unit in July and 
August, 1950, for a research project 
covering combat actions of the regi- 
ment. — Maj. Lacy C. Barnett, USA 
(ret.), P.O. Box 167, Winchester, 
Ind. 47394. 


Home Fund dea 
As a member of Post 171, Michigan, 
1947 through 1985, who transferred 
to Post 4340, Florida, in 1986, I wish 
to bring to your attention something 
all Posts in the VFW should think 
about doing. It’s right in line with 
our motto, “Remember the Dead by 
Helping the Living.” 

We have heard of the financial 
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problems of our National Home in 
Eaton Rapids, Mich. When a com- 
rade of our Post dies, we send a $25 
donation in his name to the Home 
instead of flowers, bibles, donations 
to heart funds, cancer funds or 
churches. We feel this gives our 
National Home a continuing source 
of income plus helping it reduce its 
shortage which is ours also. 

They should not have to beg for 
money to take care of the children of 
our fallen comrades. — Charles H. 
Smith, 48 Mt. Taho Circle, Valrico, 
Fla. 33594. 


A Silver Lining 
It is popular to harp on the $1 tril- 
lion national debt, but considering 
the $4 trillion gross national pro- 
duct, it is not all that bad. Our coun- 


try has had a national debt around 
20-25% of its gross national product 
since the end of World War II. We 
have had only two years of balanced 
budgets in those 40 years. 

If we have to pay a tenth of the 
debt as interest, and if the debt 
equals a fourth of the gross national 
product, then we are paying a tenth 
of a fourth, or one-fortieth (2.5%) of 
our national product as interest 
each year. Again, while probably not 
the best of all possible worlds, it is 
not going to end our civilization, 
either. 

Many other problems are facing 
us and the world that are more 
serious and which ought to demand 
more attention than the national 


continued on page 8 


Retirement 
Recon! 22:e:2% 


Discover a place that is not like anything you've seen 

but probably just what you've always had in mind. 

Millpond Village is a masterfully planned new community 

on the West Florida Suncoast by the original builders of the 
famous Veterans Village. 


L) Please send your brochure Offer Void Where Prohibited. 


L] I'malso interested in the mini vacation/inspection tour 
Villas trom S53 350 


It takes pages to do justice to its 
delightful storybook style and 
pleasurable quality of life. 


te 


Mail the coupon today for our 
giant color brochure, or better 
yet, take us up on our mini 
vacation/inspection tour offer. 
For more information call 


ial Free 1-800-237-8213. 
"| Condossrom$38, 700 


Nato), 


Name 
adareal ; ! Homes trom 57, 250 _ 
c ta Zi 
te én i 1 In acommunity 
one, a 
4115 Old Millpond Drive/New Port Richey, Florida 33552 - that looks oe 
Telephone: (813) 376-2269 lik 
Outside Florida: Toll Free 1-800-237-8213. i ves e alot more. 
VF Aug. 1986 


1000 gummed economy 
name and address la- 
bels printed in black 
NY name, address, zip code. Up to 4 lines. 
'17 Set of 1000 Economy Labels (boxed) . . $1.49 


The color of your sta- 
tionery shows through 
these transparent la- 
bels. Sharp black printing on self-stick see-through labels. 
Order P2031 Set of 250 Crystal-Clear Labels (boxed) $2.98 


9] WHITE 
GLOSS $738 
LABELS 


Glossy white self-stick 

labels cling to any 

smooth surface — no 
moistening. Sharp Beer Dung up to 4 lines. 


Order P6030 Set of 250 
iWa 
| NAME 
| ADDRESS 
] CITY & STATE 
| ——— 5717 1000 Labels @ $1.49 

P2031 Crystal-Clear Latiels@$2.98 
| P6030 White Gloss Labels@2.98 
| Add 30¢ per set for shipping & handling 


ite GinsLabos boxe) $2.88 
3358 Drake Bldg. 
rado Springs, CO #0940 | 


So easy to handle 
you guide it with 
. Just ONE HAND! 


No Footprints! No Wheeimarks! No Struggle 
Tiller users, for heaven's sake, please don’t buy 
for put up any longer with any other make of 
Tiller without giving yourself a chance to find out 
about our wonderfully different and better kind of 
Tillers — with POWER DRIVEN WHEELS and with 
tines in the REAR instead of the FRONT! Please 
let us send you complete details, prices, “OFF- 
SEASON” SAVINGS, etc. Mail coupon below now 
to TROY-BILT® Roto Tillers, 102nd St. & 9th Ave., 
Troy, N.Y. 12180. S seas ski 


1 TROY-BILT® Roto Tiller-Power Composter, Dept. A-2603 I 
102nd St. & 9th Ave., Troy, NY 12180 
] Pease send the whole wonderful of TROY-BILT® roo | 
Tillers including prices and “OFF-SEA‘ P SAVINGS new in | 
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debt. 

It is ironic that President Reagan, 
who poses as a fiscal conservative, 
has supported the national econo- 
my every year of his tenure with so- 
called Keynesian economics. But you 
know he would not say a good word 
in public about John Maynard 
Keynes, the economist who advo- 
cated pump priming in the 1930s. 
—Donald L. White, 721 West Market 
St., Louisville, Ky. 40202. 


Purple Heart es 
While watching the network evening 
news on Memorial Day, I was shock- 
ed and angered to see some military 
personnel receiving the Purple Heart 
for being injured in the terrorist 
bombing of a Berlin nightclub. To 
me, this is a disgrace. It not only 
taints the meaning of the Purple 
Heart Medal itself, but I feel isa slap 
in the face to all veterans who re- 
ceived this highly regarded and most 
cherished medal and who earned it 
while fighting in close combat 
against the enemy, either in any of 
the two World Wars or Korea or 
Vietnam. — Thomas Branscomb, 
Apt. A, 1130 Dreher Ave., Strouds- 
burg, Pa. 18360. 


Make English Official 
With an estimated $185 million now 
being wasted on bilingual education 
in our nation, where the majority of 
Americans speak English, and with 
so many reductions made to vete- 
rans’ benefits and an ever-increasing 
cost to senior citizens on Medicare, 
along come two Democratic Repre- 
sentatives, Matthew G. Martinez and 
Esteban Torres, both from Califor- 
nia, asking Education Secretary Wil- 
liam J. Bennett for an increase of 
$10 million to bolster foreign lan- 
guage programs in our nation. When 
so many of our nation’s farmers are 
going under and with so many of our 
nation’s poor in need of so much, 
these two are asking the U.S. tax- 
payers to come up with $10 million 
to teach a foreign language. Who is 
getting this education? I am all for 
anyone learning as many languages 
as possible, but not at my expense or 
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the expense of my fellow veterans or 
to the senior citizens of my country. 
Wasteful to say the least. I think we 
should eliminate this bilingual pro- 
gram and use that money for the 
betterment of all the nation’s poor. I 
ask my fellow veterans to support 
English as the official language of 
our nation. — Robert E. Fisher, 1059 
Stine Lane, Kansas City, Kans. 
66103. 


Coast Guard Function Axed 
Recently I received a message while 
deployed to Antarctica that my 
home unit, the National Strike Force 
Dive Team, was being disband- 
ed as of Sept. 30. Such a valuable 
asset being removed from the Coast 
Guard is tragic. 

This team that houses the Coast 
Guard's only hard hat and light- 
weight diving capabilities provides 
many useful functions. In the past 
years, the team has participated in 
such major events as the Air Florida 
Crash, CGC Blackthorn sinking, fire 
fighting aboard the vessel Scandin- 
avian Sea and the most recent re- 
covery involving the space shuttle. 

At this time the team’s funding is 
provided through Marine Environ- 
mental Protection. The team’s oper- 
ational equipment is not complete- 
ly limited to pollution response. Be- 
cause of its work in ship’s husband- 
ry, it has saved the Coast Guard 
directly hundreds of thousands of 
dollars. Jobs such as underwater 
propeller changes, plugging and 
patching and underwater electronic 
maintenance, to name a few. Many 
of them would have involved costly 
emergency drydocking. The team 
also has supported programs involv- 
ing law enforcement, aids to naviga- 
tion repair and ice breaker/scien- 
tific operations. 

To eliminate the team because of 
the budget cuts of Gramm-Rudman 
would be financially foolish. To shift 
the support function to an engineer- 
ing or operations branch would 
prove to be most effective. The team 
provides a service that cannot be 
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duplicated anywhere in the Coast 
Guard and must not be allowed to 
become extinct. — Steven A. Mag- 
aro, USCG Atlantic Strike Team/- 
National Strike Force Dive Team, 
Elizabeth City, N.C. 27909. 


Lady Liberty 
When I was 12, my mother, brother 
and American stepfather sailed to 
America from France. After many 
days at sea, it was wonderful to be 
able to go on deck when we arrived. 
The first thing we saw was the 
Statue of Liberty. At that time my 
brother and I did not know it had 
been donated by France, the coun- 
try we were leaving for a new one. 
Upon my return from my military 
duty overseas, I had to be in New 
York. One thing I thought was, “Iam 
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going to climb the Statue of Liberty.” 
I did on a hot day in August, as far as 
I was allowed and down again. It 
was the most satisfying feeling, plus 
the fact that I had been able to 
serve, in a way, both countries and 
that the Statue of Liberty repre- 
sented freedom. — Jeanne Z. Jar- 
din Neale, PO Box 834 Diamond 
Springs, Calif. 95619. 


Americans First 
Our leaders should be ashamed of 
themselves to welcome 24,000 aliens 
as American citizens on the Fourth 
of July while ten million Americans 
are out of work, and here in New 
York they are training aliens in dif- 
ferent trades. 

What's wrong with training our 
unemployed youth to fill these jobs? 


Thousands of steelworkers and 
thousands of textile workers are 
unemployed because of foreign im- 
ports, and Vietnam veterans are so 
disgusted that many do not look for 
jobs that are not there. 

No Vietnam vet should lose out on 
a job or a decent place to live while 
an alien beats him to it. Let’s close 
our borders and help our own for a 
change. — John Ryan, 47-16 46th 
Street, Woodside, N.Y. 11377. 


Seeks Informatin 
Could anyone tell me the name of 
the Army unit that had horses and 
mules on Guadalcanal in 1943? I 
was there with Navy Advance Base 
No. 7. — Clarence W. Bennek, 3100 
Stinson Blvd. NE, Minneapolis, 
Minn. 55418. 
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WASHINGTON WIRE 


LEGISLATIVE 


Recent Testimony: The VFW recently expressed its opposi- 
tion to any shortsighted sellout of VA land at the VA medical 
centers in West Los Angeles and Sepulveda, Calif. Testifying before 
the HVAC Oversight and Investigations Subcommittee, the VFW said 
its position is that land earmarked for use by veterans should 
remain available to them. The VFW added that the rapidly aging 
veteran population soon will need expanded facilities, and it will not 
accept the VA’s proposal. At the same subcommittee hearing, the 
VFW also repeated its opposition to collocation of VA regional offices 
onto the grounds of existing VA medical centers unless it can be 
shown on a case-by-case basis that the move will improve veterans’ 
services at each facility being considered. VFW view is that the 
nation’s veterans be given first priority. Burden of proof should be 
on VA, 

Appearing before the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee, the 
VFW said the Administration's $408 million in new budget authority 
for VA medical construction, a cut of $208 million from FY 1986, 
clearly demonstrates the Adminstration’s willingness to forsake 
the nation’s moral commitment to provide high quality health care 
to its veterans, especially now that demand is on the rise. Such 
reduction would, the VFW said, exacerbate an already critical 
situation and demonstrates a lack of judgment or commitment. 

At the same hearing, the VFW said a plan to transfer the VA’s 
Office of Construction to the Department of Medicine and Surgery 
should provide a more effective use of resources in delivery of 
health care. Chief medical director would assume full accountabil- 
ity and responsibility for VA’s construction program. Simply shift- 
ing about management and oversight responsibilities, however, will 
not result in more effective resource allocation unless the data base 
and facility development plans have been carefully devised and 
clearly described in advance, the VFW said. It is essential to 
determine goals of deparment and how they are to be achieved 
before reorganization is undertaken. VFW objected to delegation of 
VA construction projects to VA medical center directors as a means 
tocorrect faults in present planning system. It is more of a quick fix 
than a solution. VA Central Office should serve as a repository of 
data and information from throughout the system to maintain and 
develop standards and criteria appropriate to each medical facility. 
Delegation would result in the further deterioration of the feedback 
mechanisms and other controls essential to consistently high 
agency standards. 

On Gramm-Rudman-Hollings, VFW opinion is that the entire 
VA, including its construction program, should be exempt. The VA 
construction program is already strained to the limit and cannot 
successfully tolerate any further budget cutting. It has been 
estimated that the next cut may be as high as 30%. VFW views it 
essential to exempt the VA construction program. 

With respect to the VA and the Department of Defense sharing 
medical care resources, the VFW believes that such arrangements 
may well benefit VA and the military. Such arrangements would 
seem to be in keeping with PL 97-174, the VA and Department of 
Defense Health Resources Sharing and Emergency Operations Act. 
It is hoped it will provide special services not usually found in 
either military or VA medical centers alone. 


VETSGRAM 


Recent HVAC Action: The full House Veterans’ Affairs Com- 
mittee recently held hearings on H.R. 585, introduced by Rep. Don 
Edwards, which would provide for judicial review of VA benefit 
determinations. In accordance with current resolution, the VFW 
testified in support of judicial review but only in cases concerning 
the interpretation of law and regulation. 

H.R. 585 goes well beyond the VFW mandated position by 
allowing judicial review of individual benefit determinations, and 
the VFW could not support this particular piece of legislation in its 
present form. 

The VFW testified that by limiting judicial review to questions 
of law and regulation, a flooding of cases into the Federal courts 
would be avoided and, at the same time, the informal, flexible 
review procedure currently in place within the VA would be 
preserved. The VFW pointed out to the committee that the organiza- 
tion has long supported the VA’s claims processing apparatus, 
including the Board of Veterans Appeals (BVA). Its support of a 
limited version of judicial review should not be viewed as criticism 
of the current process. With the BVA being under constant pres- 
sure for improved timeliness and the increasing complexity of the 
cases being brought before it, human errors in judgment or inter- 
pretation of law and regulation may occur. For this reason, the VFW 
told the committee that veterans should be allowed to use the court 
system when certain actions warrant. 

Court review is not needed on alleged errors of fact in individ- 
ual claims determination, the VFW said. The present system has 
built-in safeguards to protect the best interests of the claimant. 
They include correction of factual errors at any level of the 
adjudication process. BVA is a highly competent body and if errors 
of fact are alleged on appeal, the claim is remanded for clarification. 
When errors are discovered in the appeal decision, BVA accepts the 
case for reconsideration. Thus, the claimant does get his day in 
court. 

The VFW also reminded the committee of the lengthy judicial 
process. Should unlimited judicial review become law, an additional 
two to three years would be required before a decision would be 
rendered, and there is no guarantee the courts would overrule the 
final decision of the BVA. In fact, such action in all likelihood would 
be the exception. 

Before the Subcommittee on Compensation, Pension and Insu- 
rance of HVAC, VFW testified in support of H.R. 4333 that would 
improve benefits for former prisoners of war. 

VFW reminded the subcommittee that medical records in 
almost all instances were not maintained by the POWs’ captors. So, 
the VA should be more flexible in allowing claims for these clai- 
mants. Also brought to the subcommittee’s attention: a document 
mandated by PL 95-479, entitled “Study of Former Prisoners of 
War,” that clearly gives evidence that after repatriation at the 
conclusion of World War II and Korean War, military examinations 
and health care records were not adequately recorded or main- 
tained by the U.S. Thus, VFW encouraged subcommittee to advance 
H.R. 4333 in a timely fashion in order that this much needed 
legislation may become law before the 99th Congress adjourns. 


FY 87 Budget Clears Congress: In an 11th hour effort, 
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Congress approved a compromise Fiscal Year 1987 budget. This 
paved the way for Congress to leave for a two-week July recess. 
Congress is more than two months late in approving its budget 
under deadlines set by the Gramm-Rudman-Hollings Deficit Reduc- 
tion Act. 

As a guide for Congressional tax and spending decisions, the 
budget resolution need not be signed by the President, although he 
does have veto power over subsequent legislation such as appro- 
priations bills that result from budgetary allocations. 

This Fiscal Year 1987 compromise budget would provide VA 
with $26.55 billion in outlays, the amount that can be spent within 
the fiscal year. House had asked for $26.7 billion, and the Senate 
$26.45 billion in their VA budget requests. 

VFW is less than pleased with this compromise agreement. 
VFW opinion is that the House’s proposed $26.7 billion would have 
been just enough to maintain current benefits and services. The 
compromise budget falls well short of this level. That certainly is 
not good news for veterans. 

This budget does assume a full cost-of-living increase for 
federal retirees as well as Social Security recipients. It also allows 
for a 5% pay raise for military and civilian federal employees in 
each of the next three fiscal years. 


SERVICE 


VA Regulations Contrary to Means Test Law Intent: VFW is 
protesting to VA Administrator Thomas K. Turnage interpretation 
by VA general counsel of provision of care and services in PL 99-272. 
Covered by the means test law are six categories of veterans. Last 
listed are non-service connected veterans. VFW has pointed out to 
Turnage that ‘“‘we do not subscribe to the general counsel's inter- 
pretation since the statutory language clearly obligates the VA to 
provide hospital care to the listed groups, including veterans who 
are unable to defray the cost of necessary care.” By substituting 
“shall” for “may” in the law’s language, members of Congress have 
assured the VFW, the VA has no alternative but to furnish care and 
services to the various listed groups of veterans. Further, the VFW 
objects to Dr. John W. Ditzler’s requirement that an otherwise 
“grandfathered” non-service connected patient ina VA or contract 
nursing home who decompensates or acquires a serious acute 
complication and requires readmission to the hospital must be 
screened under the means test criteria. Ditzler is VA chief medical 
director. 


Radiation Claims: Defense Nuclear Agency is eager that 
every veteran who was exposed to nuclear testing between 1951-57 
be on the record as having participated. All of these veterans, as 
well as those who were on occupation duty at Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, are authorized under PL 97-72 care for all ailments 
except those that are not clearly radiogenic. If you have not done 
so, call DNA’s toll-free line, 800-336-3068, or collect, 202-285-5610, 
if you live in Virginia, Hawaii or Alaska. 


12 VFW: AUGUST 1986 


SECURITY 


Terrorism Recapped: Ambassador Robert M. Oakley, who 
heads the Counterterrorist Office in the State Department, 
recently reviewed for Congress the worldwide terrorism crisis: 

A preliminary review of statistics shows that in 1985 there 
were more than 800 incidents of international terrorism. There 
were 2,225 casualties, of whom 23 were killed and 139 of the injured 
were Americans. Over the past two years, international terrorism 
incidents have risen sharply (60%) from the yearly average of 
about 500 incidents for the 1978-83 period. 

In Latin America, terrorist incidents grew from 81 in 1984 to 
182 in 1985, many of them by groups with Cuban and Nicaraguan 
support. Eighty-six of these incidents involved the United States, 
including the killing of four Marines and two businessman in San 
Salvador. 

There are a number of reasons why terrorists from abroad 
are not more active here. One, of course, is the excellent work of the 
FBI, the Alcohol, Tobacco and Fire Arms Bureau of Treasury and 
other law enforcement agencies. A second is the good work by the 
CIA and other agencies in developing intelligence abroad on possible 
threats to this country. Another factor is that the intellectual, 
Political, and psychological atmosphere which seems to nurture 
some of the European ideological terrorists is not popular here. 

Yet another is the good work by the Immigration and Natural- 
ization Service, Customs and the State Department in keeping out 
potential terrorists. 


The Salt II Decision: President Reagan's decision to scrap 
the unratified 1979 Strategic Arms Limitation Agreement has 
raised a storm of controversy. President Reagan's decision has 
been linked to Soviet violations of the treaty. Opponents say Soviet 
violations (deployment of two new intercontinental missiles and 
construction of anti-missile defense radars) are inconsequential 
when placed alongside the prospect of a renewed arms race Soviets 
can win easily. Key element of their argument is that current 
Soviet violations have not yet harmed U.S. national security. 
Removing all treaty constraints will allow the Soviets to expand 
their missile forces greatly causing a major threat to US. security. 
This argument overlooks the fact that current violations provide 
Soviets the opportunity to break out of the treaty with new offenses 
and defenses at any time. Proponents use this line of reasoning to 
Point out that the President must take action to counter the known 
violations. Proponents also argue the President is trying to move 
arms control negotiations into a new direction. Starting with the 
Nuclear Threshold Treaty in the 1960s and the SALT I Treaty in the 
1970s, U.S. goal has been to place ceilings on the growth of strategic 
nuclear arsenals. Instead of negotiating new ceilings which allowed 
each side to build up its arsenals to certain limits, the Reagan 
Administration has radically changed direction and pressed for 
reduction in these arsenals. The change in direction of U.S. arms 
control policy is as troubling to his opponents as are their fears ofa 
renewed arms race. 


By-Law, Manual of Procedure 
Proposed Changes Being Mailed 
Instead of publishing in the VFW 
Magazine proposed changes in the 
National By-Laws and Manual of 
Procedure to be considered by dele- 
gates to the 87th National Conven- 
tion, as well as mailing them to all 
Post Commanders, the suggested 
revisions are only being mailed this 
year. This is in accordance with 
Article XIII — Amendments, which 
says that each Post will be given a 
copy of each proposed amendment 
“at least 15 days before the assem- 
bling of the National Convention.” 
The Article XIII requirement that 
proposed amendments to the Na- 
tional By-Laws and Manual of Pro- 
cedure be published in the VFW 
Magazine before the National Con- 
vention was deleted by the 84th 
National Convention. 

Proposed amendments to these 
sections of the National By-Laws 
and Manual of Procedure will be 


considered by the delegates to this 
year’s convention: 

101, Eligibility; 108, Removing In- 
eligibles; 109, Right of Appeal; 110, 
Rights of Members; 111, Life Mem- 
bers; 201, Formation, Chartering 
and Instituting; 202, By-Laws; 210, 
Surrender or Forfeiture of Charter; 
211, Suspension and Revocation of 
Charter; 212, Defunct Posts; 216, 
Officers, Elected and Appointed; 
218, Officers, Powers and Duties; 
220, Vacancies and Inactive Offic- 
ers; 304, County Council By-Laws; 
309, Surrender or Forfeiture of Char- 
ter; 310, Suspension and Revocation 
of Charter; 311, Defunct County 
Councils; 316, County Council Offic- 
ers, Elected and Appointed; 404, By- 
Laws; 408, Surrender or Forfeiture 
of Charter; 409, Suspension and Rev- 
ocation of Charter; 410, Defunct 
Districts; 414, District Officers, Elect- 
ed and Appointed; 505, By-Laws; 
508, Surrender or Forfeiture of Char- 


Announcing a PRIVATE SALE for readers of | VFW 


The 5-piece 
Morgan Silver Dollar 
Collector's Set that 
had sold for $250 

is now available for 
the special low price 


of just AS) 8% 


For The Next 
2 Weeks Only! 


ecause we value your business and want you 
as a customer, we are making an unprecedented 
SPECIAL OFFER on our beautiful five piece Morgan 
Silver Dollar Collector's Set for just $98.00 per set. 
Here are 8 good reasons why you must take advan- 
tage of this opportunity now: 
1. PRICE BREAK! Only a few years ago we were selling our 
five Morgan Silver Dollar Sets for $250.00 per set—so you 
save more than twice as much! 
2. MOST SOUGHT AFTER COINS—Considered by ex- 
perts to be the peak of the engraver's art, Morgan solid silver 
dollars of 412.5 grains of ninety percent fine silver, 77344 
2. pure silver, are the most sought after coins ever minted 
in the United States. 
3. NO LONGER IN CIRCULATION—Dated from 1878 to 
1921, these coins have become so popular that collectors 
and investors have been hoarding them for years. As a 
result, along with the fact that millions of these coins have 
been melted down for their silver content, there are no 
longer any Morgan Silver Dollars in circulation. 
4. AMONEY SAVING OFFER! Now, due to a special pur- 
chase of these historic coins, we are able to make them 
available to you in this money saving offer. However, due to 
market fluctuations, we can guarantee this offer for the next 
2 weeks only!* 
5. INCREASED VALUE OVER LAST 10 YEARS—Silver 
Dollar coins in general have increased in value over ten 
times in the last ten years. Some Morgan Silver Dollars sell 
for as much as $20,000 and one in prime mint condition 
recently sold for $42,500. © 1986 The Numismatic Guild 


ORIGINAL UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT MINT ISSUE 


NO LONGER 
IN CIRCULATION 

6. BEAUTIFULLY DISPLAYED—Each Collector's Set as- 
sembled by The Numismatic Guild is mounted in a hand- 
some presentation case accompanied by a Certificate of 
Authenticity. 

7. MAKES AN IDEAL GIFT—The gleaming silver dollars of 


the Collector's Set make an ideal gift for any special occa- 
sion and can be handed down through the generations. 


8. MONEY BACK GUARANTEE—1f you are not satis- 
fied for any reason, you may return your coins within 30 
days for a full refund. The Numismatic Guild, dealers in rare 
gold and silver coins since 1947, is a member in good 
standing of the S.P.N., the I.N.S. and the Retail Coin Dealers 
Association. We guarantee all our coins to be original 
United States Mint issue in fine condition containing appro- 
priate signatures, dates and mint marks. 


“CALL CARD HOLDERS-FOR FASTEST DELIVERY 


roi Free: 1-800-847-4100 
week—24 hours a day 
TO ORDER BY MAIL: Plosay Dane your name and address 
clearly. Specify how many Morgan Silver Dollar Sets you 
wish to order. Each set is just $98.00 plus $7.50 postage 
and handling. Please include your phone number so we 
may confirm your correct address. Enclose a check, money 
order or Credit Card number and expiration date. We accept 
MasterCard, Visa, American Express and Diners Club. 
(New York State residents, please add sales tax.) 
Send to: THE NUMISMATIC GUILD, Dept. VF-664 
35 West 35th Street, New York, N.Y. 10001. 


ter; 509, Suspension and Revocation 
of Charter; 510, Defunct Depart- 
ments; 521, Council of Administra- 
tion —Composition, Powers and Du- 
ties; 608, Officers, Elected and Ap- 
pointed; 610, Officers, Powers and 
Duties; 618, National Council of Ad- 
ministration — Composition, Pow- 
ers and Duties; 708, Incorporation 
of Units and Other Activities; 709, 
Control of Units; and 803, Uniforms, 
Badges and Insignia. 


Art Vater Dies 

Two months before the 87th National 
Convention which he did much to 
plan, National Convention Director 
Arthur J. Vater, of Hamburg, N.Y., 
died at his home on June 25. He 
turned 65 two days earlier and had 
been in poor health for several 
months. 


Poppy Sales Top 16 Million 

For the first time in 38 years, the 
VFW has recorded Buddy Poppy 
sales of more than 16 million. An- 
nounced by Buddy Poppy Director 
John Senk, this year’s sales reached 
16,019,753. 

Only twice before since the pro- 
gram was begun in 1922 have sales 
exceeded 16 million, Senk said. In 
1947, the total was 17,110,178, while 
they were 16,109,350 in 1948. 

Ohio led with 1,125,526; Minneso- 
ta’s sales were more than a million. 
Forty-six Departments increased 
their sales. 

“Each and every member of the 
VFW and its Ladies Auxiliary can be 
proud of this accomplishment, and 
each and every member is to be 
commended for a job well done,” 
Senk said. 

Leaders for this year’s sales were 
Alaska, Division 1; New Jersey, Div- 
ision 2; Florida, Division 3; Nevada, 
Division 4; Rhode Island, Division 5; 
Virginia, Division 6; Arizona, Division 
7; Tennessee, Division 8, and Pana- 
ma, Division 9. 

Senk also paid tribute to the Na- 
tional Buddy Poppy Committee, 
chaired by Victor W. Hinze, of Wis- 


continued on page 16 
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The Affordable 
Award-Winning 
Communities 

of Florida 


‘: YOURS FOR: 

+ PERMANENT 

RETIREMENT 

LIVING 

+ SECOND HOME 
LIVING 

« INVESTMENT 
HOMES 


BEGIN —_ 
Zh AT $16,900! — 
Century Communities offer you a wide range of Fun-in-the-Sun choices in new 
mobile home living, including communities with . .. waterfront living and marinas... 
golf course living . . . large clubhouses .. . heated swimming pools. . . Jacuzzi whirl- 
pools .. . plus many other amenities. To save you money and offer convenience, 
Century has its own Travel Club Agency and Merchant Discount Program. 

Some are double-wide communities with prices from $29,000and some are single- 
wide communities with prices from $16,900. 
ae ae aca eens 

Learn about the choices along with the advantages avail- 
able to you as offered by Florida's largest provider of new 
mobile home communities: 


All 12 Communities have 
Guaranteed Lifetime Leases 


and are Developed MAIL TO: 
and Operated by CENTURY COMMUNITIES (813) 647-1581 
— CEN T UR y— P.O. Box 5252 ¢ Lakeland, FL 33803 


Choice locations include 
Ocala, Leesburg, Wildwood, 
Tampa-Plant City, Winter 
Haven, Lakeland, Haines 
City, Sebring and Eustis. 


Street Address 


City. 
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DISABLED VIETNAM 


Hunt, lodging, etc. 


VETERANS donated by 
DOONAN GULCH 
WIN A FREE WHITETAIL DEER & OUTFITTERS 
BIRD HUNT IN 


BROADUS, MONTANA WUPRTRERANS) Airfare donated by 
Vine VETERANS 
As a disabled Vietnam Veteran you " Momestead era J VILLAGE 


can win, at NO EXPENSE, a 3 day 
Whitetail Deer & Bird Hunt in Montana 


mosiLirY)))))))) 


The winner must have a minimum 
20% disability. He/she may be con- 
fined to a wheelchair, but must be 
stable and have the ability to fire a 
weapon and have some upper body 
strength. 


This will include: round trip airfare, 
lodging, meals, guide service and 
field dressing of the game animal. 


There is nothing to buy, no mailing 
lists, ete. 


This trip will take place between -~—-----_-_--___-________...--__.-- | 
October 16-18, 1986. 


! 
To enter, simply fill out the coupon below! 
and mail to: 


DEER HUNT 
PABCO 

9 East 41st Street 
New York, NY 10017 


DEER HUNT 
Please print all info. requested. 
Tel. # 


Name. 
Add. 
City. 
Date of Service. 


State. 


1985 winner, Jerry McKenzie of Kingstree, 
SC, Post 6500. 


La 
ME NOW HEAR THIS 
continued from page 14 


consin, for its work in achieving the 
record sale. 


Fun for Disabled Veterans 

The recently published “Internation- 
al Directory of Recreation-Oriented 
Assistive Device Sources” describes 
in its 298 pages 343 contrivances to 
assist disabled veterans and others 
to do many of the things they once 
enjoyed. 

Activities covered in the directory 
include competitive sports like bas- 
ketball and tennis; personal 
sports such as archery, bowling, 
swimming and skiing, and less strenu- 
ous — hiking, billiards, photography 
and painting. 

The directory is cross-indexed by 
disability to make it easier to find 
recreational ideas for handicapped 
veterans, whether amputees, para- 
plegics or quadriplegics or those 
with hearing or visual impairments. 

The directory contains 103 illus- 
trations and 57 photographs show- 
ing persons with disabilities enjoy- 
ing themselves at their recreations. 
Each entry identifies a recreation, 
the disability, the problem and the 
solution, as well as a simple expla- 
nation of how the device works. A 
source for more information, with 
address and telephone number, is 
included. 

Editor is Prof. John A. Nesbitt, of 
the University of Iowa, a longtime 
leader in the field of special educa- 
tion and leisure. Sen. Robert Dole 
and Harold Russell, both severely 
wounded in WWII, have endorsed 
the directory. 

VFW National Headquarters has 
obtained 100 copies for Service Offi- 
cers. The publisher, Lifeboat Press, 
is offering VFW members and other 
VFW Magazine subscribers a $10 
discount off the store price of 
$49.95. For further information, call 
toll-free 1-800-872-8787 and ask for Mrs. 
Warren. Georgia residents, call toll- 
free 1-800-874-5112, extension 
175.1. You may also write Lifeboat 
Press, P.O. Box 11782, Marina Del 
Rey, Calif. 90295. 


Vietnam Medal Available 
Director of the U.S. Mint Donna 
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Pope announced the Vietnam Veter- 
ans National Medal is now available 
from the United States Mint. 

The bronze medal, issued in a 3- 
inch and a 1'%-inch diameter size, 
honors the courage and dedication 
ofthe men and women in the Armed 
Forces of the United States who 
served in Vietnam. It was autho- 
rized by the Vietnam Veterans Na- 
tional Medal Act, PL 98-566, which 
was signed by President Reagan Oct. 
30, 1984. 

The 14-inch bronze medal for sale 
is Number 685 on the Mint’s Medals 
List and sells for two dollars over- 
the-counter at the sales areas in 
Washington, D.C., San Francisco, 
Denver and Philadelphia. Price is 
$2.25 if ordered by mail. The 3-inch 
bronze high relief medal is Number 
686 and sells for $15 over-the- 
counter and $16 by mail. A money 
order or check payable to the Unit- 
ed States Mint should be directed to: 
United States Mint (Medals), P.O. 
Box 500, Philadelphia, Pa. 19105. 

The obverse design of the medal 
chosen was submitted by Army Cpl. 
Terrill K. Tritch, stationed at Fort 
Campbell, Ky. His design depicts U.S. 
combat troops engaged in a helicop- 
ter assault operation. The helicop- 
ter and troops are superimposed 
over a map of Vietnam. The words 
“Vietnam, Veterans National Medal” 
are around the outer border. Cpl. 
Tritch’s initials appear on the ob- 
verse of the medal. Design was based 
on a photo taken by Army former 
S/Sgt. Howard C. Breedlove during 
Operation Oregon in 1967. 

The reverse design chosen was 
submitted by Jim Peed, a visual 
information specialist with the U.S. 
Mint. His design features the phrase 
“In Honor of Those Men and Women 
Who Gave of Themselves in an Effort 
to Ensure Democracy and Peace 
Throughout the World This Medal Is 
Struck by Act of Congress 1984.” An 
eagle with U.S. Flags and the U.S. 
Capitol in the background is in the 
lower part of the design. Peed’s ini- 
tials appear on the reverse of the 
medal. 
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Lowest 


Canal pri 
o/ 
now 10 O Second person in any stateroom 
pays from only $999 (10 days) or 
r $1,099 (11 days). Members and 
their families deduct 10 percent; 
free roundtrip airfare from 
| selected gateways included. 
members! wien: 
the active vacationer. 
In 10 or 11 days, sail between Enjoy the terraced pool, open-air 
Florida and Acapulco aboard Cunard cafe, deck sports, air-conditioned 
Princess, smashingly shipshape gym, sauna and Jacuzzi® Whirlpool 
after a multimillion- 
dollar refit. Members 
take 10 percent off 
prices that are already 
fall's lowest, with the 
second person in any 
stateroom paying from 
as little as $999. 
Sunny ports of call. 
Enjoy enchanting days at sea and 
explore Acapulco, Montego Bay, 
Grand Cayman and Cozumel. 
Eleven-day cruises also visit Balboa 


and Costa Rica's newest cruise-ship 
port, Puerto Caldera. 


Baths. Take in the disco, piano bar, 
nightclub, casino and the exciting 
Indoor/Outdoor Center by day 

or night. 

For reservations and informa- 
tion, call Mr. Les Kertes toll-free: 
(800) 645-2120. In New York, call 
collect: (516) 466-0335. 


10 days 11 Days Rates per person, double occupancy, subject to availa- 

from from Fort bility, dependent on departure date and city; second- 

Acapulco: _ Lauderdale: person rate also dependent on departure date. Taxes 
extra. Cunard Princess registered in the Bahamas. 

Sept. 18 Oct.18 | ~=—=—-=—=——-—_— = 

fe) 4 8 Nov. 29 Mr. Les Kertes, Hartford Holidays, Box 462, 

No ‘ 19 J “94 277 Northern Boulevard, Great Neck, NY 11022. 

OV. an. 
Dec. 10 Feb. 14 Rush me details on Cunard’s special 10 
Jan. 14 Mar. 7 percent discount for members on Panama 


Canal cruises. 


Sail from Fort Lauderdale or 
Acapulco and enjoy the convenience “AVF 
of a weekend departure or return. 
Lowest prices, free 
roundtrip airfare. city STATE zi 
Ten-day Panama Canal cruises begin 
at $1,999; 11-day cruises, at $2,199. 


CUNARD 


QUEEN ELIZABETH 2* SAGAFJORD « VISTAFJORD « CUNARD COUNTESS » CUNARD PRINCESS 


ADDRESS, APT. NO. 


AREA CODE, DAYTIME PHONE 
E-37213 


© 1986 CUNARD 
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Home Graduates 

Two VFW National Home scholar- 
ship students have graduated from 
college, and five residents have com- 
pleted Eaton Rapids, Mich., High 
School. 

Sherry Schalz graduated from Ma- 
donna College in Livonia, Mich., with 
a bachelor’s degree in gerontology. 
She came to the VFW Nation- 
al Home in July, 1973, and gradu- 
ated from Eaton Rapids High School 
in 1981. She was sponsored by Mich- 
igan Post 116. 

Corinne (Wolbeck) Sylvester gradu- 
ated with an associate degree in 
hotel management and an associate 
degree in restaurant/food manage- 
ment from Lansing, Mich., Commu- 
nity College. She came to the Home 
in March, 1979, with her family, 
sponsored by Minnesota Post 1223. 

Graduating high school seniors 
were: 


Steve Alfrey (Michigan Post 995) 


Steve Alfrey, who arrived at the 
National Home in April, 1982, with 
his older sister and his mother, spon- 
sored by Michigan Post 995. He plans 
to pursue an airline career and is 
looking forward to attending South- 
eastern College in Kissimmee, Fla. 


Lisette Cutcher (Michigan Post 4422) 


Lisette Cutcher, sponsored by 
Michigan Post 4422, came to the 


1ONAL HOME 


National Home in October, 1983. 
She plans to attend college in Bowl- 
ing Green, Ohio. Elementary educa- 
tion and linguistics, including Span- 
ish and Japanese, will be her majors. 


Marty Pashia (Missouri Post 3777) 


Marty Pashia, who with his two 
brothers and two sisters, arrived at 
the National Home in August, 1971, 
sponsored by Missouri Post 3777. 
Marty received as a graduation gift 
from his older brother Bruce a ten- 
day visit to Germany where Bruce is 
stationed in the Army. Marty will 
pursue a career in the Marines 
where he will study architectural 
drawing. 


Doris Wolbeck (Minnesota Post 1223) 


Doris Wolbeck, a resident since 
March, 1979, when she and her eight 
brothers and sisters, including 
Corinne and Marilyn, came with 
their mother to the National Home, 
sponsored by Minnesota Post 1223, 
plans to attend Lansing Community 
College to study business and 
accounting. 

Marilyn Wolbeck graduated last 
January and plans to continue her 
education at Lansing Community 
College but is not sure which field to 
pursue. Her interests, however, lie in 
travel and hotel and motel manage- 
ment. 


Maryland Benefits Home 
Department of Maryland National 
Home Chairman Glen Ort journeyed 
to the Home’s campus in southern 
Michigan with a special gift of $2,000 
in unrestricted funds. His state was 
the first to respond to a special plea 
for help from all units within the 
VFW and Auxiliary organization. 

The National Home is in the midst 
ofa financial crunch resulting from 
the 1985 Seals appeal which fell far 
short of expectations. Much of the 
day-to-day operation of the National 
Home depends on Seals contribu- 
tions made by members and friends 
across the country. 

“The Maryland donation gives us 
hope that more Departments and 
subsidiary units will come forth with 
financial aid,” said Dr. Ted Wilson, 
Executive Director. “Many Post and 
Auxiliary members believe in our 
program and support it wholeheart- 
edly. We trust they will make them- 
selves known in the next months. 
Glen Ort has been a tireless worker 
in his state, and we really appreciate 
the stalwart support of his Mary- 
land comrades and sisters. 


Seminars Available 

Do you wish you knew more about 
the VFW National Home and its pro- 
grams? Would you enjoy having the 
opportunity to view first-hand its 
expansive facility and meet some of 
the children and families it serves? 
Now that opportunity is yours, 
through seminars scheduled in Au- 
gust, September and October of this 
year. Each two-day session will pro- 
vide in-depth information especially 
geared to Department, District and 
Post/Auxiliary officers. Cost of $40 
per person includes one night’s lodg- 
ing, meals, airport shuttle service 
and all workshop materials. Reser- 
vations may be made by contacting 
Sharon Poe at the VFW National 
Home, Eaton Rapids, Mich. 48827- 
9799, phone (517) 663-1521. Regis- 
tration is limited to the first 25 
applicants, so act soon. Dates are 
Aug. 13-14, Sept. 27-28: and Oct. 
21-22. 
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F-15 Eagles 


I: the span of a single generation, 
we have gone from a short power- 
ed flight a few feet above the sands 
of Kitty Hawk, N.C., to landings on 
the bleak surface of the moon. The 
machines these daring aviators have 
flown run the gamut of mere cloth 
stretched over wood to sleek rockets 


sound, 

Since I joined the Army Air Forces 
in 1943, I have witnessed with awe 
this spectacular growth in aviation 
technology. But I have also heard 
critics say today’s sophisticated Air 
Force aircraft have become too ex- 
pensive and complicated. 

I answer those sometimes well- 
intentioned, but often uninformed, 
“experts” by reminding them of the 
great air battles of World War II over 
Hitler’s Fortress Europe, particular- 
ly the raids on the Schweinfurt ball 
bearing plants in 1943. 

Those factories were a strategic 
target of 8th Air Force B-17s and 
B-24s since they accounted for half 
of Germany’s production of ball bear- 
ings. These tiny steel balls were es- 
sential to keeping precision machin- 
ery free of fiction and were required 
by the thousands for every Luft- 
waffe fighter plane. 


In the first raid of 376 bombers, 60 
planes and 580 airmen were lost. 
Another 47 bombers were so badly 
damaged they had to be scrapped. 
One alarmed American said another 


traveling several times the speed of 
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Don’t Shortchange Airmen 


By Gen. Robert W. Bazley, USAF 


week similar to the Schweinfurt raid 
and the attack on Regensburg the 
same day would wipe out 8th Air 
Force. 

Two months later, about 300 
bombers and 3,000 airmen again 
were against Schweinfurt. Courage- 
ously they went in and did the best 
possible job. But the Germans were 
ready for them, and again we lost 
another 60 bombers and 639 airmen. 

Analysts tell us that with the mod- 
ern tactical weapon systems we have 
now, eight to 10 F-16 Fighting Fal- 
cons with one-man crews could go 
against a Schweinfurt-type target 
and take it out. 

All the pilots would survive and 
return to fly again. And we would 
jeopardize only eight to 10 people. 
On the other hand, it would take 
only six to eight F-111 multipurpose 
tactical fighter-bombers with their 
two-man crews and weather and 
night capability to do the same job. 

Like the civilian businessmen who. 
must understand the hard realities 
of profit and risk if they expect to 
stay in business, I ask our critics 
what they would rather do, jeopard- 
ize 3,000 airmen against a target or 
eight to 10 or 12 to 16? I think I 
know what their answer would be. 

I ask our critics also to consider 
the cost of the tons of bombs 
dropped on Schweinfurt which 
never did take it out. In the F-16 and 
F-111 analogy, I’m not talking tacti- 


ma RN 


F-16 Fighting Falcon 


cal nuclear weapons doing the job 
but conventional ordnance. 

These same critics advocate the 
“simple is beautiful” model. They 
believe we ought to go back to the 
P-51 or, better yet, the F-86 which 
were simple for people to train on, 
maintain and fly. 

Those simple and beautiful planes 
were fun to fly, but they were noth- 
ing like what our modern military 
technology has given us in the form 
of the F-15 Eagle, F-16 and A-10 
Thunderbolt II. Nevertheless, these 
magnificent machines would be use- 
less if it were not for the quality and 
dedication of the men and women 
who fly and support them. 

We must not forget and short- 
change these Air Force people dur- 
ing this period of fiscal belt tighten- 
ing. They are the ones who will 
insure our aircraft do not become a 
mute testament to a nation that was 
not prepared to pay the costs of a 
strong defense. a 


About the Author: 
Gen. Bazley is Commander-in-Chief of 
Pacific Air Forces. 
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he 87th National Convention of 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars of 
the United States, meeting from 
Aug. 15 to Aug. 22 in Minneapolis, 
Minn., will address a number of vital 
issues confronting this organization. 
These issues reflect the concern 
all of us have for the security of our 
country and the future of veterans’ 
rights, entitlements and benefits 
granted by Congress, often after 
months and years of struggle. An 
extensive revision of the VFW’s By- 
Laws and Manual of Procedure also 
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will be considered by the Conven- 
tion. 

The Resolutions you delegates will 
discuss will set the policy of our 
organization for the coming year, 
and, therefore, you will, as you al- 
ways have, give each one of them 
your most thoughtful consideration 
after each committee has made its 
recommendation. 

We are meeting against a back- 
ground of continuing international 
tension, which, with varying degrees 
of intensity, has been characteristic 
of each year since the end of World 
War II 41 years ago. In virtually all 
parts of the world conflicts of some 
kind are raging now or will be in the 
not distant future. Near our own 
borders, Communist Nicaragua has 
become a Soviet toehold on the 
mainland of the Western Hemi- 
sphere. Terrorists, spawned by 
Libya, Syria or Iran, often based in 
various European countries, pose a 
major menace to the Free World. 

Veterans’ programs are under fire 


~ - 


in the name of economy, and the 
VFW must be ever-alert to combat 
elements bound and determined to 
eliminate them altogether or to 
weaken them to the extent that they 
might as well be wiped out. Espe- 
cially vulnerable is the VA’s health- 
care system. As delegates, you can 
be counted on to develop resolu- 
tions that will leave no doubt about | 
this organization’s wholehearted 
backing and support for the Vete-. 
rans Administration and its pro- 
grams provided by a grateful n j 
to those who served when they 
called. 

Let us all pledge to do our 
during the week of our Co 
to make this one of the m 
able and productive in t 
our organization. 


Yours in Comradeship, | 


John S. Staum, 
Commander-in-Chief, VFW 


‘Serving Those Who Serve’ 


Jive at atime when most Amer- 
icans preferred not to think about 
their men and women in uniform. 
The military had swelled to millions, 
but the attitude of many people 
toward the Vietnam War had cast 
those in military service in an unfa- 
vorable light. 

Then, as now, service personnel 
often found themselves alone, 
stranded in a strange city as they 
waited fora flight to their next duty 
station or killed time while eagerly 
awaiting the plane that would take 
them home for a well-deserved 
leave. 

As many veterans know, being 
surrounded by uncaring hordes 
rushing about, while seconds stretch 
into minutes and minutes lengthen 
into hours, is often the loneliest part 
of service. The mechanical drone of 
the intercom announcing flights; the 
hard, uncomfortable chairs; the cold 
walls, all make it difficult to sit and 
and wait amongst hundreds of 
strangers, each intent only on his or 
her comings and goings. 

In an effort to let veterans know 
their sacrifices were remembered 
and appreciated, people in the 
Minneapolis-St. Paul area looked for 
a way to touch the lives of service- 
men and women. 

On a day when the popularity of 
the military sank to new lows, the 
Servicemen’s Center opened at the 
Minneapolis-St. Paul International 
Airport. As newspapers reported 
the resumption of the bombing of 
North Vietnam and the court- 
martial involving the massacre at 
MyLai 4, the Center began bringing 
friendship, caring and a little bit of 
home to the thousands of service- 
men and women who found them- 
selves temporarily at loose ends be- 
tween flights. (Delegates to the 87th 
National VFW Convention in Min- 
neapolis, Aug. 15-22, may visit the 
center if they arrive by air. ) 

Since the center opened on Nov. 
22, 1970, nearly 350,000 members of 
the Armed Forces have found a 
place of comfort and relaxation in 
the Servicemen’s Center. 


For some, it’s reminiscent of a 
World War II USO club. The soft 
crack of billiard balls punctuates 
the low buzz of conversation as sold- 
iers lounge over a game of pool. 
Nearby, others casually flip through 
a magazine. Some sip coffee or 
munch hot dogs. 

Late at night, when the flights 
grow fewer, the hours longer and 
the travelers sleepier, the center 
offers a place of rest. The steady 
breathing of sleeping bodies comes 
from the upstairs bunkroom. In the 
men’s bunkroom, beds are available 
for 20 overnight travelers. An addi- 
tional 50 beds are kept for emergen- 
cies in a nearby storeroom, and a 
woman’s bunkroom has space for 
five women. 


Since the Center opened 
on Nov. 22, 1970, 
nearly 350,000 
members of the Armed 
Forces have found a 
place of comfort and 
relaxation in 
the Servicemen’s 
Center. 


Besides sleeping accommoda- 
tions, the center offers food and 
drink, ranging from sweet rolls and 
hot dogs, to coffee, pop and orange 


juice. In the first floor lounge, be- 


sides magazines and paperback 
books (which the servicemen may 
keep, if they wish), are a pool table, a 
regular TV, plus a big screen TV, and 
a stereo. A wake-up service is pro- 
vided for those who want to take 
advantage of the bunkrooms, and 
for those who wish to explore the 
airport, the center offers a free bag- 
gage watch. Besides the lounge and 
bunkrooms, the center also has a 


By Dan Hubble 


kitchenette and aroom set aside for 
shaving and freshening up. The cen- 
ter also contains an autovon, for 
making toll-free calls to overseas 
bases, in cases of emergency. All 
combine to make travelling a bit 
more pleasant for men and women 
in uniform. About 7% of the center’s 
visitors, referred to as “pass-thru’s,” 
are women, although last May, the 
percentage of women pass-thru’s 
reached 10% of the total for the first 
time. The wives and other depend- 
ents of servicemen travelling on 
orders also are welcomed at the 
center. 

The center usually handles about 
65 service people a day. But towards 
the end of spring and around the 
Christmas holidays, that figure can 
jump to more than 150 a day. 

“At the beginning of summer we 
get a lot of reservists going or com- 
ing from camp,” explains Pat Wy- 
socki, executive director of the cen- 
ter. “Right after Christmas, we get 
people coming back from leave.” 
Reservists preparing for winter 
training also boost the number of 
late December and early January 
pass-thru’s, she says. 

In atypical month, the center will 
provide more than 50 dozen dough- 
nuts, nearly a cake a day, 70 pounds 
of cold cuts, 20 gallons of milk, 3,000 
cups of coffee, 2,300 cookies, 175 
pounds of hot dogs, 3,500-plus cans 
of pop and 60 pounds of candy, as 
well as sweet rolls, potato chips, 
soup, pickles, cereal, tea, pies, gum, 
cheese, ketchup and mustard. 

For many organizations, dealing 
with so many people, around the 
clock, may create moments of chaos 
and confusion, but for the service 
center, it is almost always business 
as usual. 

“We don’t have any hectic times,” 
says Wysocki, a Marine veteran of 
World War II. “We run a pretty 
smooth operation.” 

The backbone of the operation is 
the 270-plus volunteers, who work 
the 360 shifts a month. The volun- 
teers work in pairs, four hours every 
other week, as a rule. Some work 
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weekly shifts, and others are on a 
stand-by emergency basis. Between 
them, they have kept the center 
open 24 hoursa day, 365 days a year 
since it first opened. 

Praise for the volunteer is un- 
animous. During a four-hour lay- 
over, Walt Veldman, a Navy reservist 
who recently stopped by the center 
on his way home to Michigan after a 
two-week stint of training says, “I 
can’t say enough about the people 
here. They go out of their way for 
service people.” 

Among the volunteers is Donald 
Ritter, of Minneapolis. Ritter, an 
Army Air Force veteran of World 
War II, a Past Commander of VFW 
Post 217, serves as the liaison be- 
tween the center and VFW District 
7. Ritter also is the fundraiser for 
the center, which operates on a 
yearly budget of $70,000. 

It is his job to find the money 
needed to keep the center operat- 
ing, and all of it comes from dona- 
tions from individuals and veteran 


organizations. No public money, not 
even United Way contributions, are 
accepted, nor are donations from 
the service people who find rest and 
relaxation at the center. The Minne- 
apolis-St. Paul Airport Commission, 
however, does donate the space for 
the center. 

The operation is overseen by a 
board of directors consisting of 60 
persons, two-thirds of whom repre- 
sent supporting organizations and 
one-third of whom are private citi- 
zens. For individuals to serve on the 
board, they must contribute $10 
and a minimum of 40 volunteer 
hours before being nominated and 
then elected by other contributing 
members. 

In appreciation of the work done 
by the center and its volunteer staff, 
many servicemen have sent unit 
patches. At least 300 currently dec- 
orate the center’s walls. 

But the real reward for the work 
comes in the form of the smiles and 
“thank-you’s” from the men and 


women whofind the center an oasis 
of comfort and caring amidst their 
travels. The center, open to all ser- 
vice people travelling on orders, in- 
cluding American allies, receives 
letters expressing gratitude from 
around the world. 

Letters from family members of 
servicemen thanking the center for 
providing a private place for long 
farewells, letters conveying appre- 
ciation for help during emergency 
leaves when grief as well as loneli- 
ness needed to be battled, and let- 
ters simply saying thanks for caring, 
all attest to the need the center 
fills. 

Its motto, “Serving Those Who 
Serve,” rings true. 

Contributions to the Center may 
be sent to The Servicemen’s Center, 
Inc., of Minnesota, Administrative 
Office Room 341, Minneapolis-St. 
Paul International Airport, Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 55111. All donations 
are tax deductible. | 


Honor 
Women 
Who 
Served 


By Gary Hiebert 


D eep in the woods 13 miles north- 
east of Mora, Minn., the figure of 
a young woman is being shaped in 
wax by a sculptor’s hands, working 
in the seclusion of an A-frame 
studio. 

She will wear rumpled Army fa- 
tigues and cradle a helmet. A steth- 
oscope will circle her neck. Her face 
in the sketches and model on atable 
is tired; her eyes peer far away. She 
is a U.S. Armed Forces nurse veter- 
an of Vietnam. 
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ntion Special 


She is much more. 

Transformed into pure bronze, 
the 7-foot sculpture is scheduled to 
be unveiled on Memorial Day, 1988, 
as the Women’s Memorial, complet- 
ing the Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
in Washington, D.C., capitol if ap- 
proval is given by the Department of 
the Interior and the National Capi- 
tal Planning and Fine Arts Commis- 
sions. Jan Scruggs, president, and 
John Wheeler, board chairman of 
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Fund have given their okay. 

The woman will represent and 
pay tribute to the approximately 
10,000 women who served during 
the Vietnam War. 

For Diane Carlson Evans, of River 
Falls, Wis., and Donna-Marie (she 
prefers D.M.) Boulay, of Roseville, 
Minn., suburb of the Twin Cities of 
St. Paul and Minneapolis, it will be a 
dream and mission achieved, a goal 
through unwavering perseverance. 

Evans, an Army nurse in Vietnam 
and VFW member, originated in 1983 
the idea for a monument to honor 
the women who served there. Ad- 
dress of the Vietnam Women’s Me- 
morial Project is 511 11th Ave., 
South, PO Box 45, Minneapolis, 
Minn. 55415. 

For 46-year-old ex-Marine Rodger 
Brodin, a popular Minnesota sculp- 
tor, it will mean reaching the zenith 
of a career that has already taken 
him out of obscurity to public ac- 
claim for his other military and law 
enforcement bronze sculptures. 

Not the least of the principals who 
will share in the glory is 
Rhonda McKellepp, a dispatcher for 
the Ramsey County Sheriffs Depart- 
ment, who was the model for the 
sculpture. 

In the background, too, is the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Minnesota 
Department, which “discovered” 
Brodin’s model of a Vietnam veteran 
in 1979 and arranged to have him 
finish it as a Vietnam Veterans Mon- 
ument to the Living. That now 
stands in the Minnesota State Capi- 
tol Approach in St. Paul, and was 
unveiled in May, 1982, by then chair- 
man ofthe Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen. 


John W. Vessey, a native Minnesotan 
now retired. 

The VFW nationally is helping 
sponsor and encourage the Women’s 
Memorial project. A number of VFW 
Posts have purchased limited edi- 
tion miniatures of the sculpture as 
part of the project’s fundraising 
effort. 

“We sort of did things backwards; 
I made the limited edition minia- 
tures and the model first,” Brodin 
told me one afternoon when we met 
in his “second studio-office,” a com- 
plex of buildings in North Minne- 
apolis. 

“We call it Fort Brodin,” he chuck- 
led, pointing to the latticed redwood 
fence surrounding the property. 
Brodin alternates between his A- 
frame hideaway, 80 miles north of 
the Twin Cities, and his urban head- 
quarters. 

“J do all of my creating up there in 
the solitude,” he says. This is the fin- 
ishing, packaging, sales and storage 
area of R.M. Brodin Studios. His two 
brothers, John and Neil, are asso- 
ciates with him in the venture. 


If all goes according 
to plan, this statue 
will complement the 
Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial in 
Washington, D.C., 
on Memorial Day 
1988. 


He currently sells hundreds of 
miniature bronzes of law enforce- 
ment people and military service 
people that are used as awards, as 
gifts, as souvenirs or remembrances 
at retirements. 

On a workbench is the clay model 
he used for the bust of Gen. Vessey, 
which was given to him at a recent 
testimonial. 

Brodin’s successes are examples 
of turning failure into fortune. 

He was born and grew up not a 
half mile from his Minneapolis stu- 
dio and did a 7-year stint in the 
Marine Corps between 1959 and 
1966 “during which time I did very 
little art.” 

Out of the corps, Brodin decided 
to test his artistic talent at the Min- 
neapolis College of Art and Design 
and became what may well be one of 
its most illustrious “drop outs.” 

“lm a realist in my sculpture. Fine 
details, accurate lines and design of 
the human form,” he says. . 

Brodin went out on his own, and 
in 1971 he spent some time in the 
Twin Cities VA hospital as a patient. 

“It was there that I decided to 
devote some of my sculpture to the 
Vietnam veteran, a man and a 
woman,” he says. “Those nurses 
were so great in the hospital, and a 
lot of them were Vietnam veterans. 
Besides, I had this feeling about law 
and order and people who preserve 
freedom and sacrifice so much to do 
it,” he says. 

But the time wasn’t right for 
sculptures about Vietnam. The war 
still raged. 

Meanwhile, Brodin was sculpting 
miniatures of service people, police 
and firemen that were increasingly 
saleable. 

“I took a look at some of the glitch 
that was being handed out as sou- 
venirs and awards and decided I 
could do better,” he says. 

His visibility was also enhanced by 
the fact that he became involved 
with the Minnesota Society of Sculp- 
tors and has served as its president. 

Brodin’s first fling into large 
sculpture came in 1979 when the 
University of Minnesota approached 
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Dianne Carlson Evans, D.M. Boulay and 
Rodger Brodin with 33-inch bronze working 
model. 


him with the idea of creating a 
sculpture with a Vietnam theme for 
its Veterans Resource Center. 

He came up with a proposal that 
was rejected. “They wanted some- 
thing totally abstract,” he says. 

So the statue went back into stor- 
age until it came to the attention of 
John O'Neill, Jr., State Adjutant of 
the VFW Minnesota Department, 
and his assistant, James Hessel- 
grave. 

“They came over and looked at it, 
and we were on our way,” Brodin 
says. 

That success inspired Brodin to 
enter the competition for the Viet- 
nam Veterans Memorial in Washing- 
ton, D.C. He didn’t win, but his mod- 
els of U.S. Infantry and Marine fight- 
ingmen that were on display at a 
Vietnam veterans’ gathering in Min- 
neapolis attracted the attention of 
Evans. 


Convention Special 


Evans met D.M., also a VFW mem- 
ber and Army nurse veteran of 
Vietnam, in April, 1984. D.M. joined 
the effort and they formed the me- 
morial corporation. 

Their crusade was to make the 
public aware of women Vietnam 
veterans and to pay them deserved 
tribute. The memorial in Washing- 
ton was devoted to men who served, 
and Evans and Boulay were calling 
to public attention the part women 
played. They thought the Wall 
would not be complete without a 
statue representing women. 

So one day in October, 1983, Diane 
got her still blood-stained boots and 
fatigues out of a footlocker in the 
attic and brought them to Brodin’s 
Minneapolis studio. 

Finding a model to wear the uni- 
form was a big challenge. 

“T felt a little like Prince Charming; 
only my slipper was a pair of combat 
boots,” he says. Brodin spent weeks 
looking at women before he spotted 
Rhonda in the Ramsey County Sher- 
iff's Office. 

“I was visiting a friend, a deputy 
named Jim McNeeley, who'd been an 
art student of mine. Rhonda walked 
by and I said: ‘You're it ifyou agree.’” 

She did. For almost a year, she 
stood for him an average of four 
hours at a time. From that model 
came the miniatures as well as the 


final design for the Wall. 

He also made three 33-inch mini- 
atures which Diane and Donna- 
Marie have been carrying with them 
as they tour the country drumming 
up support. 

While Brodin has been turning 
out these and 1,000 of his 7%-inch 
miniatures, he has been revving up 
for the “big one,” the final sculpture. 

The Vietnam Women’s Memorial 
Project has a lot of cheerleaders of 
support, the VFW, American Nurses 
Association, American Legion, Viet- 
nam Veterans of America and the 
Military Order of the Purple Heart. 
These groups also have been gener- 
ous in buying Brodin’s miniatures. 

If dedication is part of the spirit of 
the sculpture, then it has more than 
its share. Brodin has devoted all his 
time and effort to the work since 
1983. 

He has a special feeling about the 
face and figure: the pathos, the eyes 
that have seen pain, the weary sad- 
ness and yet also hope. 

He likes to quote lines that Diane 
wrote: 

What are the rules?/Man or 
Women/We are prey/To suffer to- 
gether. | 
About the Author: 

Gary Hiebert, a longtime St. Paul 
Press & Dispatch columnist, retired 
from the paper in June. 


VFW Supports 


Commander-in-Chief John S. Staum 
reminded VFW and Ladies Auxiliary 
members of the VFW support for the 
Vietnam Women's Memorial to be 
erected at the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial in Washington with this 
statement: 

“In August, 1985, the 86th National 
Convention of the Veterans of For- 
eign Wars of the United States adopt- 
ed a resolution supporting the Viet- 
nam Women’s Memorial Project, and 
we wholeheartedly endorse the 
placement of an appropriate statue 
honoring the American women who 
served in Vietnam at the Vietnam 


Women’s Memorial 


Veterans Memorial in Washington, 
D.C. 

“Our membership believes that, al- 
though the Vietnam War has been 
over for more than ten years, there 
has been little recognition of the 
sacrifices and dedication of the mil- 
itary women whoserved in Vietnam. 
We honestly believe that the Ameri- 
can women who served there de- 
serve this recognition because they 
were volunteers in the truest sense. 

“They served in all branches of the 
service, many in combat areas, 
under fire, protecting and aiding the 
wounded. Other women served in 


rear echelons performing adminis- 
trative and logistical functions that 
were equally important to the total 
effort. 

“The VFW congratulates the board 
of directors of the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Fund for also supporting 
the concept of a Vietnam women’s 
statue at the Vietnam Veterans Memo- 
rial. The VFW contributed more than 
$500,000 to the construction of the 
memorial, and we believe the pro- 
posed statue will complete the 
memorial in the most appropriate 
manner.” : " 
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Past 


Chief Merrill Looks 


Back — and Ahead 


By Nancy Schlesinger 

Ro Merrill has taken a shine 
to a mother dove who has set up 

housekeeping in an empty flower 

pot on the porch of his mobile home 

in Escondido, Calif. 

“Isn’t that something?” he says, 
stepping close to the bird, who 
watches him unafraid. 

But as much as he admires the 
dove, the last surviving WWI veteran 
who served as VFW Commander-in- 
Chief is still very much of a hawk. 

“I'm one of the few people left who 
really believes my country right or 
wrong,” says Merrill, a hearty 90- 
year-old whose term as Commander- 
in-Chief fell during the tumultuous 
years of 1942 and 1943. “Of course 
you hope your country is right, but 
you've got to stand behind it either 
Way.” 

Born and reared in Great Falls, 
Mont., he was working as a court 
reporter in 1917 when he and 72 
other courthouse workers decided 
to enlist for WWI service. 

“Nobody even raised a question — 
we were at war, and we went be- 
cause we were patriots down to the 
last one of us,” he says. 

Little did he know that he was 
about to enter a lifelong struggle — 
first with foreign enemies, and later, 
with domestic policies that seemed 
intent on disfranchising the Ameri- 
can veteran. 

Merrill's group took the train to 
Spokane, Wash., and Ft. Lewis, 
where they were sworn in to the avi- 
ation section of the Signal Corps of 
the Army's 44th Division. 


“They put us three to a seat ina 
passenger car and sent us down to 
Waco, Texas — the skinny end of 
nothing shaved to a point,” Merrill 
recalls with a chuckle. But the geo- 
graphy wasn't the only thing that 
was bleak. Like most of the enlisted 
men, he found a military that was 
woefully undersupplied. 

“I was in the Army three months 
before I got a helmet and some leg- 
gings,” he says. “We did our drilling 
with wooden rifles. We'd hang asign 
on an old truck that said tank and 
drill that way.” 

Their instruction in airplane as- 
sembly was all hands-on, taking the 
parts from crates and piecing them 
together into WWI’s newest and 
deadliest weapons. 

Eventually, Merrill found himself 
in England, based near Liverpool. 
There the troops were rationed to 
eight ounces of grub per day, ac- 
companied by tea so strong “you 
could strain leather in it.” 

It was, by his accounts, a miser- 
able time. 

“The rain, the mud were unbeliev- 
able,” he said. “Men got foot rot right 
in their 6-ply rubber boots. We had 
‘monkey meat’ — the more you chew- 
ed it, the bigger it got. It was that or 
hunger.” 

The operations across the English 
Channel took one kind of toll, he 
says, adding that “anything you 
could walk away from was a good 
landing.” But a swift and deadly flu 
took another. 

“We lost 52 American pilots in one 


week. But that flu! We lost 175 mena 
day,” he recounts. “It was awful. 
There was no medicine but aspirin 
and whisky. There was nothing we 
could do for those boys.” 

On Nov. 11, 1918, after a false 
armistice the week before, the “war 
to end all wars” was at an end. Mer- 
rill recalls how the English expected 
the Army to disassemble the planes, 
crate them up and take them back 
to the U.S. 

“We said the hell with that — 
they're your planes, you keep ’em,” 
he says. “We just wanted to get 
home.” 

But when they did, it was the first 
of many rude awakenings. Merrill 
and a group of 42 men landed at 
Boston with orders to take a train to 
Seattle. They hadn’t been paid in 
seven months. They had no money, 
no rations for the trip. Merrill took it 
upon himself to send telegrams to 
the Red Cross and other sympa- 
thetic groups along the route, who 
responded with train fare, candy 
and cigarettes. 

But the official governmental re- 
sponse was slow in coming. In the 
beginning, all World War I vets got 
was out, according to Merrill. 

“The first thing I did when I got 
back to Montana was join my local 
Post,” he says. He finished law 
school, moved back to Great Falls 
and began practicing law, which 
would be his career for the next 56 
years. But Merrill was continually 
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active with the VFW, moving through 
various local chairs within the state. 

“My wife, Helen, she used to say it 
was like a religion with me, taking 
care of our boys,” Merrill explains. 
“It’s just that so few people give a 
damn about anybody else, I had to 
do something.” 

When the Depression kicked in, 
thousands of vets were ill, starving, 
emotionally distressed. 

“The Economy Act of 1933 turned 
boys out of hospitals without a 
dime,” he says, shaking his head in 
dismay. “They were sick with the 
effects of mustard gas, or shot up or 
shell-shocked. They had no money, 
no jobs, no education because they'd 
been serving their country. We were 


always talking one or another out of 


shooting his head off.” 

Meanwhile, as he and the VFW 
were fighting for benefits, Merrill 
was rising within its ranks — first to 
Judge Advocate General, then to 
Junior and Senior Vice Commander- 
in-Chief. When he was elected Com- 
mander-in-Chief in 1942, the VFW 
was 800,000 strong, and the nation 
was at war again — a massive effort 
that would soon bring men and 
women home from the hostilities in 
record numbers. 

“I think I was home a total of five 
days that year,” Merrill recalls. “I 
flew six oceans and saw 19 coun- 
tries. And everywhere I went, I saw 
kids who wondered what was going 
to happen to them if and when they 
made it back home.” 

At that point, any small gains that 
had been made in veterans’ legisla- 
tion covered only vets of the Spanish- 
American War and WWI. There were 
few veterans’ hospitals. The VFW 
busied itself by filling the gap in 
social services, footing the bill for 
thousands of surgeries to help vets 
get jobs and rejoin the mainstream. 

“I was probably in every hospital 
in the United States,” he says. 

Merrill was also instrumental in 


MERRILL 
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amending the organization's consti- 
tution and By-Laws to include in its 
membership sailors and _ soldiers 
who were still in action. 

Although it wasn’t immediately 
apparent during his term, Merrill 
has seen progress: the GI Bill; the VA 
hospital system; mental disability 
compensation. 

“We've always had to fight for 
everything we've got because there’s 


just no appreciation for what veter- 


ans did. I don’t care if they're Viet- 
nam men ora Korea men ora World 
War II men,” he says. “I don’t care if 
they never saw action — they gave 
up their privacy, their careers and 
their families to go off and eat terri- 
ble food and do whatever somebody 
told them to do whether they agreed 
with them or not. 

“That’s why I’m still working for 
the vets. Because for every benefit 
we get, there’s somebody waiting to 
take it away.” 

Merrill points to last year’s $517 
million in cuts from the VA budget 
and this year’s proposal to discon- 
tinue 20-year disability protection 
as good examples. Yet he remains 
hopeful for the future. 

“There are 28 million veterans in 
this country,” he says. “That’s enough 
to get anything they want — if they 
stand together.” 

Although on the surface he may 
seem a typical retiree, living a quiet 
life with his wife in a mobile home 
park with a dove on the back porch 
and a well-tended garden, Merrill 
remains an outspoken advocate for 
the veteran. 

An avid follower of VFW news, as 
well as national and international 
issues, he attends three or more 
conferences each year and plans to 
be at the National VFW Convention 
in Minneapolis. 

“My age?” he scoffs. “Don’t have 
time to worry about my age.” a 
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TH E By Jamie C. Thompson III 


A dark-skinned man steps lightly 
from behind a tree. His tat- 
tered, sweat-stained clothes blend 
nearly perfectly with the red earth 
M A N and dense foliage, still dripping from 
an all night rain. His stooped form 
slithers slowly through the under- 
brush. His bare feet, hardened by 
many miles, make no sound. He 
moves purposefully the few yards to 
the next large tree; slipping behind 
it, his concealment will once be 
complete. 

Maybe the rifle gave him away. 
Held low in his right hand, its 
straight horizontal line was out of 

place — out of time. 
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ry. 


The place was Cambodia. The time 
was 1970, during the “Incursion.” 
More accurately, though, the place 
was the wilderness and the time was 
the Stone Age. 

This man, whose name | will never 
know, had one job to do: to defeat 
the Americans, to kill them if need 
be, and to survive, perhaps. I had 
exactly the same job except for the 
nationalities; to defeat the NVA and 
VC and to survive, perhaps. 

“So this is the enemy,” I thought. I 
had been an infantryman in the field 
for a month. During that time, my 
company had suffered three wound- 
ed and one killed in combat and five 
casualties from jungle-related 
causes, but I had never before seen 
the enemy. 

Somewhere he had a family and 
friends, people who loved him, cared 
about him. So did I. Somewhere in 
his mind lay ideals, beliefs, values 
and abstract concepts. As they did 
in mine. These things were very far 
away from us then, far away in miles 
and in time. 

You see, reality had changed for 
us. The week before we had blown 
three of his comrades to atoms with 
a Claymore mine. The night before 
his people had blown off the top of 
my comrade’s skull with a rifle 
grenade. 

Neither of us had had a full night’s 
sleep in weeks because our nearness 
to each other forced us to pull a 
nightly guard shift. Our baths came 
through our clothing as the mon- 
soon rains fell. Our bodies were 
blotched with fungus and dyed a 
deep reddish brown by the jungle 
floor. For weeks, we hadn’t shaved 
or combed our hair or seen any 
work of man exceptan occasional heli- 
copter and what we carried on our 
backs. 

I was looking throught the sights 
of my M-16 at the man. 

“Do you see that?” Jose, my ma- 
chine gunner, whispered urgently. 

“Yes,” I answered. 

“Want me to open up on him?” 

“No, wait! I want to make sure we 
haven’t got any Kit Carson Scouts 
outside the perimeter.” 


I turned to my radioman, “Ty, get 
me the CO.” 

As I waited for the CO to get on 
the horn, the man disappeared be- 
hind his new tree. I was 99% sure we 
had no Kit Carsons out, and 100% 
sure the rifle was one of theirs. 

“Here, Sarge,” said Ty, handing me 
the phone. 

“Sir, we've got a Gook spotted 
about 20 meters to our front. Have 
we got any KCs out?” 

“No. Thompson, we haven't.” 

“You want us to open up on him? 
We know exactly where he is.” 

“No. We're getting moved outta 
here in half an hour. The choppers 
are already on their way.” 

“You sure, sir?” 

“Absolutely. Do not fire unless 
yourre fired on first. Is that clear?” 

“Yes, sir. It’s clear.” I handed the 
phone back to Ty. 

“What'd he say?” asked Jose poised 
at the M-60. 

“He said not to fire. 

“What! Geezus, we could blow that 
sucker to hell.” 

“I know it, but maybe the CO 
knows something we don’t. Anyway, 
an order's an order.” 

“Damn!” muttered Jose. 

I knew how he felt. He was angry 
as hell about John being killed the 
night before. So was I. But I was also 
sad, sick, disgusted, frustrated, and 
glad it wasn’t me that got blown 
away. 

“Watch that tree like a hawk till 
we move out. If that rifle barrel 
pokes around it, fire! Got it?” 

“You bet,” answered Jose, some- 
what mollified. 

We saddled up and boarded the 
helicopters without incident. Within 
an hour we were 20 miles away ona 
firebase eating hot chow. 

Maybe the CO did know some- 
thing we didn’t. It could be that an 
Arc Light, a B-52 strike, was called 
in on the position. One thing I do 
know is that I didn’t want to fire on 
the man. In a way probably under- 
stood only by combat infantrymen, I 
respected this man and felt a sense 
of kinship with him. We had been 
forged in the same crucible of war 
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and wilderness and had more in 
common with each other than with 
any other men on earth. I would 
have fired on him if it had been 
necessary or if I had been ordered 
to, but I’m glad it didn’t come to 
that. 

I would like to think the nameless 
man I had in my sights, and who 
perhaps had me in his, survived. I'd 
like to think that he’s once more 
close to his family and his ideals. As I 
am. It may be that neither of us will 
ever be quite the same for our expe- 
riences in the Stone Age wilderness 
of the Vietnam War, but I would 
remind him that even then, for fleet- 
ing moments at least, we were closer 
to being civilized than we real- 
ized. i | 
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he Marines are looking for 

the best and they are getting 

it in their recruits,” said Lt. 

Col. Jim Bathurst, command- 
ing officer of the Marine Recruiting 
Station in Chicago. 

Bathurst accompanied some 80 
Chicago area educators and a hand- 
ful of reporters on a five-day visit to 
the Marine Recruiting Depot in San 
Diego for a first-hand look at how 
the Marine Corps selects and shapes 
those joining its ranks. 

(The trip left on a Marine DC9 on 
a regular mission, and those on the 
tour paid for their own lodging and 
food.) 

According to the briefing officer, 
96% of those coming into the Corps 
today are high school graduates. 

A common theme was that the 
anti-military mood of the Vietnam 
Era is over, as many young people 
join the service with pride and re- 
ceive the full support of their com- 
munities. The educators were taken 
step by step by step through the 
training a young man must undergo 
in boot camp, described as “the most 
physically and emotionally tough 
period in a man’s life.” Female re- 
cruits train at Parris Island, S.C. 

The obstacle course proved to be 
a big attraction for the visitors, who 
saw young recruits running the 
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course. Some of the obstacles were 
demonstrated by instructors. The 
top attraction was the 50-foot high 
rapelling tower. 

Recruits get up at 5 a.m. and are 
in bed at 9 p.m., referred to as arack, 
and consume about 5,000 calories a 
day and apparently use them all. 

The Marine Corps has installed 
state-of-the-art education and video 
equipment, and on-site classes are 
held throughout the period of basic 
training. 

In the mess hall, now known as a 
dining facility, the trainees are “en- 
couraged to hurry up and eat” by 
their drill instructors. 

Some educators on the tour had 
served with the Marines in WWII, 
and they noted the difference be- 
tween their own boot camp training 
and what they saw at San Diego. 

The Corps now has strict stan- 
dards for DI conduct, and any viola- 
tion of this code, which prohibits 
addressing the men by any name 
other than private, recruit or their 
last name, is off limits, as is any form 
of physical abuse. 

About 21,000 men come into San 
Diego each year for training.They all 
arrive by bus to be greeted by a DI 
who urges then to “hurry up.” 

They pick up their sea bags, which 
they are told are “now a part oftheir 


bodies” and “fall in” on yellow foot- 
prints painted on the pavement. 
There they answer roll call, check to 
see that they have all their required 
items and learn to.stand at atten- 
tion. 

They are read the basics of the 
Universal Code of Military Justice 
and told that if they go AWOL “we 
will find you and bring you back.” 

Then came the famous haircut. 
The ones I timed lasted about 30 
seconds each. The first private fin- 
ished was put in charge of signing in 
his peers; number two was assigned 
sweep up duty; number three held 
the dust bin. The new Marines were 
at work about 10 minutes after they 
arrived. 


ccording to a DI, the new 

recruits get little sleep their 

first night, and they are up 

the next day at 5 a.m. with 
everyone else and are not allowed to 
“sleep in.” 

Spot urine tests are given to the 
recruits to determine whether they 
are using drugs. Indeed, all members 
of the Corps are required to undergo 
such tests, and the level of drug use 
has dropped since the 1970s. 

From their first moments on the 
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base, the recruits are molded into 
part of the “finest fighting force in 
the world.” Marine Corps strength is 
about 200,000, a number set by 
Congress in 1947. Thus the Corps is 
the smallest of the services, and the 
only branch with aset strength. The 
Corps reached a high of 600,000 at 
the end of WWII. 

Maj. Allen Melein, who has spent 
24 years as a Marine, said the con- 
cept of Marines as simple robots, 
which he saw in his basic training in 
October, 1961, is now out. 

“We are now teaching leadership, 
not just followership,” noted Melein, 
who spent 18 months in Vietnam. 

Several recruits, whose fathers 
had served in the military, also met 
with the press. One 18-year-old as- 
sured me that he joined the Marines 
because “I wanted to serve with the 
best.” 

Lt. Connie Pratt, the assistant 
public relations officer for San Diego, 
said that 9,000 women are in the 
Marines. According to Pratt, there 
are many roles for women service, 
and “we have a real opportunity to 
move to the top.” She added that she 
believes it would take a “real change 
in the attitude of the American pub- 
lic before they would accept women 
in combat roles as well as action by the 
Congress.” 


pee ington toms 


Maj. Paul Bishop, a member of 
VFW Post 846 in Kansas, also ac- 
companied the tour and is a public 
information officer based near Kan- 
sas City, Mo. 

The third day of our tour, we took 
a bus to Camp Pendelton where we 
were welcomed by Maj. Gen. Robert 
Haebel, the base commander. Some 
46,000 Marines are stationed there. 

At the Ist Marine Regimental 
Headquarters there was a bayonet 
and assault demonstration. 

Lt. Col. John Moffett, 1st Marines 
commander, who has been in the 
Corps since 1963, outlined the 
changes since WWII days. 


asically, according to Mof- 

fett, the Marines of today 

are better educated than 

those of earlier times and 
work with weapons with greater fire 
power. 

Moffett spoke of the impact of the 
support of the VFW during the troub- 
led times of Vietnam: 

“During the Vietnam years, we 
often found that we had little public 
support in some areas. The VFW 
continued to be behind all those 
who were serving. While the weap- 
ons may have changed over the 


years, the spirit of the men in the 
Marines has not.” 

Clutching our MRE souvenir chick- 
en (Meal Ready to Eat), the dehy- 
drated pre-packaged meals that 
have replaced C Rations, we saw a 
demonstration of anew amphibious 
landing vehicle in action, although 
my request to drive one into the 
ocean was vetoed. 

The next day back at San Diego, 
we saw the silent drill team and the 
drum and bugle corps perform. 

It was amazing to realize that 
some of the members of the drill 
team had been in the Marines only 
for two years, and to compare men- 
tally their actions to those of the 
raw recruits we had seen earlier in 
the week. 

On the last day of the tour, we 
joined with families of recruits gra- 
duating that week. Such ceremonies 
are held 50 weeks a year. As the Pass 
in Review was completed, families 
ran onto the drill field to embrace 
their sons, some of whom they had 
not seen since the youth’s civilian 
days. 

One mother actually had trouble 
recognizing her son in his uniform 
and with his short hair. 


continued on page 38 
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PHOTOS BY U.S. ARMY SIGNAL CORPS 


POW. COUNTRY 


Most Americans know of the brutalities this nation’s 
prisoners endured as prisoners of the Germans and 
Japanese during World War II, the North Koreans 
and Chinese during the Korean War and the Viet- 
namese Communists during the Vietnam War, but 
this country has scrupulously observed the provi- 
sions of the Geneva Convention —perhaps never so 
much as in World War Il. 


Prisoners of war 
dismantling gas 
masks at the Chi- 
cago Chemical 
District, at 820 
South Kildare 
Avenue, Chicago. 
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By Dan B. McCarthy 


in early spring of 1945, before Ger- 
many surrendered to the Allies at 
Rheims, France, on May 7 to end 
WWII in Europe, seven Germans 
escaped from the Papago Park Pris- 
oner of War Camp on the Sonoran 
Desert near Phoenix, Ariz. 

Several of them had been in com- 
bat with Field Marshal Erwin Rom- 
mel, the “Desert Fox” of the Afrika 
Korps’s Libya campaign. 

For their planned dash to the 
Mexican border, 175 miles due south 
of Phoenix, they carried an Arizona 
road map, a sparse water supply in 
canteens and a limited supply of 
strange chow in backpacks. 

Not quite half way into their flight 
south, the escapees were captured 
again, this time on a USS. desert. Mil- 
itary personnel from Camp Florence, 
Arizona’s main POW camp, assisted 
in the roundup. 

One of the captors, A.E. (Bud) 
Gomes, recalls when as T/Sgt. 
Gomes, of the 371st Military Police 
Escort and Guard Co., he helped 
recapture the fleeing escapees. 

“The Germans were overtaken 
about 10 miles west of Camp Flor- 
ence near the Pima Indian Reserva- 
tion, three days after they ran off,” 
Gomes said. “The roundup was more 
or less amicable, none of the hard- 
boiled captors and captive stiffness 
and power play. 

“Our CO quizzed one of the Ger- 
mans, whose English was very good. 
After the interrogation, the German 
officer in command said: 

‘Captain, I have a question now.’ 
He pointed to the road map. ‘Where 
is this river? We couldn't find this 
river!’ 

Gomes said: “We all got a laugh 
from the captain’s answer. ‘We’re 
standing in it! We all were on the dry 
Gila River bottom.” 

Only in the rainy season do Arizo- 
na’s desert rivers flow and are dry 
washes (arroyos) most of the year. 
Doubtless, the Germans looked fora 
river similar to their native land’s 
wide, deep Rhine or Elbe... or at 
least in a country foreign to them, a 
mini-Mississippi. 

While the desert sizzled at mid- 


day temperatures around 100 de- 
grees, military police loaded the de- 
jected escapees into an olive drab 
6x6. 

“Tl never forget the food supply 
we found in searching their packs. 
Mostly those little individual-serving 
boxes of cornflakes. The candy bars 
were melted down goo,” said Gomes. 

The former East Boston native, 
and since 1953 a resident of Flor- 
ence, added: “We had about 40 Ital- 
ian POWs on the Gila River another 
time, in the dry season, too. They 
were loading gravel onto trucks for 
camp road construction. All of a 
sudden a bunch of the Italians were 
yelling like hell. [turned around and 
this head of churning water is roar- 
ing out of the canyon toward us. 

“There we were in the sunshine 
—every man for himself, guards, 
truck drivers, prisoners — scatter- 
ing for high ground!” 

A heavy rainstorm in the Pinal 
Mountains east of them had trans- 
formed the dry riverbed into a flash- 
flood torrent again. 

“All of us, luckily, reached high 
ground on the same side of the 
river,” Gomes said. “We didn’t get 
split up on both banks. If so, some 
POWs could have run off easily.” 


Gasket cutter made by German POW from 
scrap metals, still in use today, is one of Don 
Young’s WWII mementos. 
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Gomes is one of three former 
Camp Florence Gls, all of whom 
married Arizona residents and set- 
tled down in Florence after service. 

The other two are Don Young, 
who at war’s end was discharged as 
a master sergeant in charge of the 
motor pool, and Bruno Nieto, who 
drove trucks for a quartermaster 
company. Young was reared in North 
Dakota and Nieto in New Mexico. 

Young recalls: “Before the Italian 
POWs were shipped in, about 3,000 
Gls arrived to train as military police 
guards and escorts for POWs. I had 
basic training here, then was classi- 
fied as a motor pool mechanic after 
driving a truck for the first month. 

“POWs were classified by former 
occupations and later some were 
assigned to trusty status, working 
outside the stockade. Italians who 
were mechanics did their work well,” 
Young said. “Many of them liked to 
cook and worked in messhalls within 
their stockade.” 

“If they did not like assigned work, 
they did as little as possible,” Young 
said. “There were reports of some 
Italian POWs, assigned to hand- 
picking cotton during harvest, who 
filled up the first sack in the morn- 
ing, spread it on the ground between 
rows and went to sleep. That ended!” 
Quotas were set for 50 cents a day, 
paid only if they were met. 

“When Italy surrendered on Sept. 
8, 1943, Italian POWs were all moved 
to other camps. Germans began ar- 
riving. At one time I had 36 German 
POWs in the motor pool. All were 


good mechanics,” Young said. 

“One of them designed a gasket 
cutter using scrap metal from air- 
craft and machined steel. We used it 
until the camp closed, and I used it 
in my garage service later. That POW 
had his own garage in Germany with 
17 employees. He was an A-1 me- 
chanic and tool and die maker. 

“To this day that steel point is as 
sharp as the day he made it, and it 
never was sharpened,” Young said. 

He recalls that about 3,000 Ital- 
ians were detained there. After they 
left, somewhere near a maximum of 
17,000 Germans were imprisoned at 
the main Camp Florence and 11 side 
camps within a 60-mile radius of 
Florence. 

Only trusty types were assigned to 
side camps. 

All was not peaceful within the 
German stockade, reflecting what 
Young and Gomes recalled about 
differences between the Italian and 
the German POWs. 

The Italians were friendly, easy to 
deal with. “Most of them,” Gomes 
said, “didn’t take the war seriously.” 
The Germans were regimented and 
professional within their company 
stockade. They abided by the code of 
Nazi command. “They disliked the 
Italians very much after the sur- 
render,” Young said, “and our high 
command decided not to keep them 
in the same camps.” 

There was the night one trainload 
of officers arrived, Gomes said. 
“They were all blond, blue-eyed, good- 
looking professional soldiers and 


when they got off the train swag- 
gered by in their greatcoats, shiny 
peaked caps with eagle emblems, 
and most of them carried brief cases. 

“When they started along between 
flood-lit, doubled-fenced, barbed- 
wire enclosures, and without a com- 
mand, they fell into step. The entire 
column swayed ... left, right, left, 
right .. . then with no other com- 
mand, they began their goose- 
stepping march. The hair on my 
neck bristled. 

“About a month later a dozen of 
those officers decided that one of 
their countrymen was just too friend- 
ly with the enemy. They held a mid- 
night courtmartial in the latrine, 
sentenced him to death and hanged 
him from an overhead pipe. The 
body was found there the next morn- 
ing; they made no effort to hide it. 

“After the Army’s IX Corps circuit 
court convened in Florence, the 
dozen officers were shipped under 
heavy guard to Fort Leavenworth, 
Kans. Word came back that several 
of them were executed after trial 
there,” Gomes said. 

Bruno Nieto’s nine-months’ duty 
began when Camp Florence opened 
in spring, 1942. “I was transferred to 
Louisiana before the Italian POWs 
arrived.” Gomes remembered that 
“Bruno drove the truck that brought 
15 of us new inductees, shipped 
west from Fort Devens, Mass., from 
the Coolidge railroad station out to 
camp. 

“Getting used to desert summers 
was tough. I wrote home and told 


Convoy ready to transfer 185 GermanPOWs 
from Camp Florence, Ariz., to side camp at 
Safford, Ariz., spring of 1945. 


my mother that when I got out of 
that desert I was never coming back. 
Well, I married a Florence girl, a 
secretary in the Corps of Engineers 
office on Valentine’s Day, 1946. When 
I got out, we lived in Boston until 
1953, then moved back to Florence 
and brought up our three children.” 

The family theme led Gomes to 
say: “One night I was assigned to 
bring an Italian POW from the stock- 
ade. His wife and baby he hadn't 
seen, and his mother-in-law had fled 
Italy for the U.S. as the war got 
worse. He had to stay in Italy in the 
army. 

“Unknown to him, his family ar- 
rived from New Jersey with permis- 
sion to visit him. With a .45 slapped 
on my hip I was leading him into the 
night and he was understandably 
scared, really worried. He spoke no 
English. All I could say was ‘bam- 
bino, bambino,’ (baby) and pointing 
to the base hospital where the visit 
was arranged. But he didn’t under- 
stand a thing. 

“I opened the door and motioned 
to him to enter, and he did hesit- 
antly. First he saw his mother-in- 
law. Then his wife appeared holding 
their son. And that prisoner went 
‘ape’... absolutely ‘ape’ with ex- 
citement and surprise!” 

Generally in GI-POW work assign- 
ments, fluent interpreters kept com- 
munications flowing smoothly. “But 
a few Italians and many Germans 
spoke English quite well. One Italian 
assigned to the motor pool asked if 
he could put a Jeep together from a 
pile of salvaged parts. Permission 
was granted with the work to be 
done only in his free time. Later, a 
U.S. captain used the restoration as 
his personal vehicle on base,” Young 
recalled. 

“One day in winter he drove in and 
asked if we could rig up a heater in 
it. The heater was installed, but 
someone hooked up a smoke bomb 
to it. While the officer drove away 
from the motor pool, the smoke 
bomb blew up. But no physical harm 
was done.” Sad Sack would have 
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glide upstairs on 
a STAIR-GLIDE® 


stairway lift 


No more problems with stairs. 

Just sit on a stairway lift, press 
h the button and glide up and 
down in complete safety. 
Saves changing your house 
‘around or moving. Easily 


straight stairs. No mess. 
Folds back — gets in 
nobody’s way. Find 
out all the details. 
Fill in the coupon 
below and mail to us. 


I 
| 


Send me free 


e 
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J Pest-button 
I stairway lift quickly. fal | 
Ni 
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FREE 
$5 SHOP 


VAC 
With Purchase. 
Order our Victorian 
Teardrop kit and get t powerful hand 
vacuum free with purchase. Complete with 
tools, 1-year warranty, made in America. 


S.aves§84 


SOLID ¥” WALNUT KIT 
Victorian 
Teardrop 


Complete with solid 
brass movement. 


Includes Free Vac 


WE HAVE AFULL LINE OF SOLID WOOD 
CLOCK KITS. ORDER TOLL FREE 


1-800-321-1089 


Major 
IKING 
CLOCK COMPANY honored 


Box 490, Dept. VF-886, Foley, AL 36536 


verall, the visit gave edu- 

cators who work with ser- 

vice recruiters on a regular 

basis an opportunity to see 
what happens to the young men and 
women who join the Corps. 

It gave those unfamiliar with the 
military an opportunity to see some 
of the weapons they read about and 
to see the military in action. 

There were unforgettable mo- 
ments for all. 

For me there was the expression 
on the face of a new Marine as he 
reaches for his mother after gra- 
duation, a young man swinging his 
infant son high over his head to 
celebrate completion of basic. 

There were the 30-second hair- 
cuts and a language unique to the 
DIs but apparently understood by 
recruits. It seemed to consist of sev- 
eral commands followed by “Do It.” 

There was the moment of wonder- 
ing ifyou had lost your mind getting 
up at 5:30 a.m. and learning to say in 


loved the scene, watching a fire 
truck arrive. 

Young has in his WWII mementos 
a rare copy of the camp newspaper, 
The Sand Storm, showing pictures 
of POWs harvesting cotton, working 
in their stockade messhalls, or in the 
camp laundry. On a sweltering des- 
ert afternoon, a group of German 
musicians, in undershorts and skivvy 
shirts was practicing for the POW 
“Orchester Arizona.” 

Page one headlines in the Arizona 
Blade-Tribune of April 26, 1946, pub- 
lished weekly in the Florence com- 
munity, reported: “Army to Quit Pri- 
soner of War Camp May 30th.” After 
that, the U.S. Corps of Engineers 
took over the installation. 

The first Italian POWs arrived 
May 6, 1943. After the final 300 
German POWs were transferred out 
April 30, 1946, the local newspaper 
editor commented: 

“Strangely enough, some of the 
German prisoners do not look for- 
ward to repatriation. About 3 per- 
cent do not want to return home to 
Germany, declaring they like Amer- 
ica. Others, faced with the prospect 
of returning to a Germany short on 
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continued from page 33 


unison, “I feel great, but I'll get 
better.” 

Over all, there were the echoes of 
those who had walked where the 
recruits of today were walking; other 
young men who had gone off to war, 
some never to return. Memories of 
other young men, tall and proud | 
who had had their lives cut short in | 
the service of the nation, seemed | 
present. 

The terrible price they had paid 
for our freedoms gave special mean- 
ing to all the training, all the weap- 
ons. It seemed that there was a 
common prayer that never again 
would the dying be necessary, never 
again would young men go from 
training to fighting. But if it comes to 
that, those who will go out to fight 
will go with the best training and the 
best equipment they can possibly 
have. 

That was the message of this visit 
and of those who presented the 
Corps to us. a 


continued from page 37 


food and under the heel of the con- 
querors, are men who have families 
in Germany. They are anxious to 
return despite the hardship which 
they must face.” 

Nearly four decades after Gomes 
was mustered out, he still will talk 
about the first trainload of German 
POWs he helped process. 

“I asked if any prisoners spoke 
English. One stepped forward and 
was my translator. While the Ger- 
mans were being processed, he ask- 
ed if he could have one of my ciga- 
rettes. I handed him a couple. After 
a few puffs he said, ‘Remember when 
you could get a pack of these for 13 
cents?” 

Sure, Gomes said, adding: “But 
how do you know about that?” 

In 1939, after he had been living 
and working in Cleveland for six 
years, the prisoner told Gomes he 
decided to visit his family in 
Germany. 

“When he turned up in Germany,” 
Gomes said, “the military conscript- 
ed him. As he started through the 
processing line himself, he turned 
and said: ‘I'll go back to Cleveland 
after the war.” 
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ietnam veterans who lived in 

New Haven, West Haven, East 
Haven, North Haven, Orange, Wood- 
bridge or Hamden, Conn., when they 
entered the service and want their 
names engraved on a monument to 
be placed in the Vietnam War Veter- 
ans Memorial Park at Long Wharf 
should contact the New Haven Veter- 
ans Memorial Committee, Kennedy 
Mitchell Hall of Records, 200 Orange 
St., New Haven, Conn. 06510. How- 
ard Chernikoff, assistant director, 
advises sending a copy of the DD214 
form with a current address or tele- 
phone number. 

Some 110 members of Post 799 
Keene, N.H., and their guests attend- 
ed the recent Post mortgage-burning 
party. Post Commander Dick Key 
and Past Inspector Gen. Daley Whip- 
ple conducted the ceremonial con- 
flagration. 

Rep. Jim Olin (Va.) recently pre- 
sented the Department of Virginia 
with a U.S, Flag that has flown over 
the Capitol, and it now will be flown 
over the Virginia Department Head- 
quarters at Staunton. Presentation 
was made in Olin’s office in Washing- 
ton during a visit to Capitol Hill by 
some 2,500 VFW members from 
Virginia. 

Bethany, Mo., Post 2176 has con- 
tributed some $1,000 to various area 
organizations as the result of a ser- 
ies of activities conducted by the 
Post. Aided have been Boy and Girl 
Scout Troops, 4-H Clubs and the 
Harrison County Sheltered Work- 
shop. Next project will be an organi- 
zation that provides food for the 
needy. Recently, the Bethany Re- 
publican-Courier ran a picture of 
Post 2176 officers, Commander Carl 
Graham, Quartermaster Boyd Baker 
and Vence Epperson, who chaired 
the committee that held the fund- 
raising events. 

Post 9643, Largo, Fla., has chalk- 
ed up an impressive record of com- 
munity service over the past four 
years, although its membership as 
of last March was 102. The Post has 
donated 16 television sets to Bay 
Pines VA Medical Center. Its latest 
gift was $1,459 for the purchase ofa 


complete video educational system 
for use of the hospital and patients. 
Post VA Volunteer Service partici- 
pants contribute 1,500 to 1,600 
hours of volunteer service each year 
and travel more than 8,000 miles to 
provide it. 


Commander Dick Savage, of Post 9643, 
Largo, Fla., Post QM Wilbur K. Schnatz and 
Chairman Ray Lindberg, of Florida's District 
9 VA volunteers, present Lee Brown Chieg, 
of VA Volunteer Services at Bay Pines VA 
Medical Center, second from left, with a 
$1,459 check fora video educational system 
for the staff and patients. 


W.W. Little, of Post 8568, Living- 
ston, Texas, was named Polk County 
Countian of the Year recently at the 
county’s chamber of commerce’s 
50th anniversary. Among his activi- 
ties is assistance to veterans, their 
widows and orphans, service as a 
Flag bearer in military funerals, 
transporting veteran patients to and 
from the Houston VA Medical Cen- 
ter several times a week. He is affec- 
tionately known as “Pappy” at Post 
8568. 

A member of Post 4734, Buffalo, 
N.Y., writes that George W. Page, 90, 
has become a member of the Post, 
sworn in at his home by Post Com- 
mander Richard Kilianski. Page ex- 
plained that at one time he was 
active in another veterans’ organi- 
zation, but joined the VFW because 
he “needs the Post for help and pos- 
sibly to make a contribution, as well 
as to inspire other veterans to par- 
ticipate in veterans’ activities.” Page 
served in France during World War I 
as bayonet instructor. Page said 
“every veteran should belong to a 
veterans’ organization” and his wife, 
Della, 86, added that the veteran’s 
spouse should belong to the 
Auxiliary. 
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Big, Expensive 


Tiller... 


For aSmall 
Back Yard Garden? 


Vo wouldn't buy expensive road 
equipment just to lay a blacktop 
driveway ...or a big rig to drill a water 
well...or a pick-up truck to haul ina 
few loads of manure. 

So why buy a big, expensive tiller 
for a back yard vegetable garden and 
a few flower beds? Hire someone 
once a year with a farm tractor or 
a big Troy-Bilt tiller. 

Then buy a Mantis Tiller/Cultivator 
— the 20 Ib. wonder — to do all the 
rest of your gardening for you! 
Mantis starts with the flick of a wrist... 
tills and weeds and cultivates a 
practical 6”-9" wide (big tillers till 
20" or more!)...turns ona 
dime...and runs all day 
on a gallon of gas! 

Mantis is wonderfully 
light in weight and easy to 
operate. Our files are filled 
with letters from lady 
gardeners and older 
folks telling us that 
Mantis is the answer to 
their prayers. 

Discover the miracle 
of Mantis ...and make 
gardening fun again! 


Limited Time Bonus 


FREE Border Edger 
(A $41 Value) 


Mantis Manufacturing Co. 
1458 County Line Rd., Dept. 1055 
Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006 
(215) 355-9700 


oe 


0 Please RUSH information on the Mantis 
] Tiller/Cultivator and Limited-Time Bonus. 
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Monica Marciczkiewicz was named 
Miss VFW 1986-87, sponsored by 
Post 10723, Berlin, Conn. Runners- 
up from a field of seven finalists 
were Wendi Smith, sponsored by 
Post 6573, and Mechelle Lisiewski, 
entered by Post 10060. 

The Veterans Memorial Commit- 
tee of Muhlenberg County, Ky., has 
been formed to erect a memorial to 
the men and women of the county 
who served in the two World Wars 
and the Korean and Vietnam Wars. 
Cost is expected to be $30,000. Ap- 
proximately 6,000 served in them 
from the county and 130 were 
killed. Judge Robert Draper is com- 
mittee chairman. Address is Veter- 
ans Memorial, Box 303, Greenville, 
Ky. 42345. 

Wounded on Saipan, John Bair, a 
member of Post 5902, Gravois Mills, 
Mo., has been awarded the Purple 
Heart. Presentation was made by 
Post 5902 Service Officer John Cav- 
iness, who assisted Bair in obtaining 
his medal. Bair was wounded in 
June, 1944, but he returned to duty 
so quickly that he never received the 
medal until Caviness set the machin- 
ery in motion. 

Post 6695, Plymouth, Mich., and 
its Auxiliary recently conducted a 
bowlathon for the local chapter of 
the Special Olympics that netted 
$1,658. Post Adjutant Archie C. 
Bunch reports that this is one of the 
largest donations from an organiza- 
tion that did not raise funds from 
the general public. Sixteen bowlers 
took part and pledges were received 
from more than 200 members 
and their friends. Past Post Com- 
mander Kenneth Fisher and Auxil- 
iary Past President Alice Fisher were 
co-chairmen. 

Alameda County, Calif., Council 
has been raising money from its 36 
Posts to give aid and assistance to 
the Human Outreach Center in Hay- 
ward, Calif., to help jobless and 
homeless veterans. Further informa- 
tion about the project may be obtain- 
ed from David L. Funke, chairman, 
VFW Alameda County Council Job- 
less, Homeless Veterans Committee, 
998 Bockman Road, San Lorenzo, 
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Calif. 94580. 

Kenneth R. Ness, a member of 
Post 2818, Litchfield, Minn., has 
been honored on three occasions 
recently after serving 25 years as 
Chaplain of Minnesota's District 6, 
covering two generations of District 
Commanders. Past District Com- 
manders presented him with a 
framed VFW emblem clock at his 
home Post last September at a ban- 
quet. This was followed in November 
with another testimonial where he 
received the “Post Home of Kenneth 
Ness” sign, decoupaged, which had 
hung on the Post wall all those 
years. Finally, he received an en- 
graved plaque at the District 6 meet- 
ing in Wadena in December. He also 
has been Post 2818 Chaplain, Meek- 
er County Last Man’s Club Chaplain 
and was elected last year as Cha- 
plain of the post of another vete- 
rans’ organization. 


Two Bridgeton, N.J., Vietnam veterans, 
representing the American Legion and the 
VFW, joined forces to remember the 
POW/MIAs. The two, with New Jersey 
Gov. Thomas Kean, are Commander Ron 
Garrison, of AL Post 95, and Noel Ogden, 
then Commander of VFW Post 1795. 


Correction 

Because of information supplied 
VFW Magazine, the name of Bob 
Berg, recipient of a belated Bronze 
Star Medal, was spelled incorrectly 
in the June issue In the Field column. 
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Authorized Liquidator 


PROTECTIVE COVERS 


CLOSEOUT 
PRICES! 


fa 


These tough, light- 

weight ALL SEASON 

covers are factory 

overstock. They wrap 

around your vehicle to guard against dirt, 
dust, rain, snow, tree sap, frost, etc. 

® Covers are rugged nylon taffeta. 

® Acrylic coating resists moisture, rot. 

® Stretch ends for snug, pull-tight fit 
Measurements: Bumper to bumper. 
Allow 10”-15" extra length for one-piece 
wrapunder bumpers, wagon models or 
cars pre-1959. 


SMALL Mfr. List:°69.95 $ 
150"-165” Liquidation Price «7. 6.4 
MEDIUM Mfr.List:$79.95  $ 
166"-180" Lavidation Frise sini: sa50 


LARGE Mfr. uist:*89.95 $ 
181-192" jomnsaseasreaze sti $30 


X-LARGE Mfr. List:*99.95 $ 
193"-210" Havidation oss’s7H: $3.50 
JUMBO Mfr. List:*109.95 $36 


211"-235" bos H-1395-4514-030 S/H: $3.50 


MOTOR- Mfr. List:°39.95 $ 
CHOLE Seite i 


Credit card customers can order by phone, 


ae 
Toll-Free: 1-800-328-0609 
Your check is welcome! 
No delays in orders paid by check. 
Sales outside the 48 contiguous states are subject to 
special conditions. Please calll or write to inquire. 
‘eling Corp. item H-1395 
linneapolis, MN 55441-3397 
‘Send Car Cover(s) shown below. Add $3.50 each for ship, 
handling, (Minnesota residents add 6% sales tax. Sorry, no 
C.O.D. orders.) 
Send__SMALL @ $25 ea. Item H-1395-4514-006 
Send___ MEDIUM @ $27 ea. Item H-1395-4514-014 
Send___LARGE @ $30 ea. Item H-1395-4514-022 
Send__X-LARGE @ $33 ea, Item H-1395-4514-055 
Send__ JUMBO @ $36 ea. Item H-1395-4514-030 
Send___MOTORCYCLE @ $15ea. Item H-1395-4514-048 
O My check or money order is enclosed. (No delays in 
processing orders paid by check, thanks to TeleCheck.) 
Charge:C] visa® CO MasterCard C1 American Express® 
Acct. No. Exp. 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 
Name 
Address 
City 
State zp 
Phone —___) 


TeleCheck! 


Sign Here 
~ 
O|M =} Direct Marketing Corp. 
Authorized Liquidator 


14605 28th Avenue North 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55441-3397 


YES YOU CAN! 


— make $18.00 to $30.00 an hour! 
— work full time or part time, right at home. 


— operate a CASH business where 90¢ of every 
dollar is CASH PROFIT! 


We'll send you a FREE 
Fact Kit — yours to keep with no obligation 
— that gives you the de on being your 
own boss with a Foley-Belsaw Full-service 
Saw and Tool Sharpening Shop. 

YES YOU CAN have independence and 
make good money. But you have to WRITE 
NOW to get your FREE Lifetime 
Security Fact Kit 


ifetime Security 


on below. 


FREE 
LIFETIME 
SECURITY 
FACT KIT 


20299 FIELD BUILDING 
KANSAS CITY, MO. 64111 


1 The Foley-Belsaw Co. 
20299 Field Bldg. 
Kansas City, MO 64111 


(3 YES, | want to know more! Please rush my 
FREE Lifetime Security Fact Kit 


State Zip 
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FOR ARELAXING BATH 
BATH-O-MATIC™ 


BATH LIFT SYSTEM 


© Independence @ Privacy 

© Convenience @ Comfort 
Now you can be gently ->—————__ 
lowered into the tub for 
a relaxing bath, then 
lifted to a sitting position 
for easy exiting, without 
straining or lifting. 


© Fits inside all regular 


«+» LOWERS YOU 


bathtubs 
© It's water powered, Bam 
connects by hand to 
faucet or shower 
head & ws 
© lowers and lifts —— 
persons of any weight 
THEN LIFTS FOR 
EASY EXITING 
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10 DAY FREE TRIAL 


CALL FREE 1-800-423-7886 
FOR BROCHURE 
IN ILLINOIS CALL (312) 634-2626 


INTERNATIONAL HEALTHCARE PRODUCTS, INC. 
P.O. BOX 4180 @ SUITE 104 ® LONG GROVE, IL 60047 
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Restored 


A New Hampshire 
Service Officer’s 
tenacity and 
determination get 
unemployability 
rating reinstated 
for client on appeal 
to BVA 


hirty-four months is a long time 

to wait when your financial 
security hangs in the balance, but to 
George Champagne, of Manchester, 
N.H., it was worthwhile. 

He ultimately received substan- 
tial benefits from the Veterans Ad- 
ministration, thanks to the work of 
Lionel (Pete) Vaillancourt, the 
VFW’s Department Service Officer in 
New Hampshire. 

His service-connected lung ail- 
ment, known as bronchiectasis, was 
progressive, and in 1969, because of 
it, he became unemployable. He pe- 
titioned VA for an increased com- 
pensation rating of 100%. After re- 
viewing the request and considering 
the supporting evidence, the Man- 
chester Veterans Administration 
Regional Office concluded that he 
was, in fact, unemployable, and a 
100% evaluation was awarded. Al- 
though he was upset because he was 
unable to work, he was relieved that 
his improved compensation 
would provide a reasonable life style 
for himself and his family. 

After receiving full compensation 
benefits for nearly 12 years, George 
Champagne was advised by the VA, 


cE 


Veteran’s 100% Rating 


in December, 1982, that its original 
decision declaring him unemploya- 
ble was in error. The result was a 
dramatic decrease in monthly com- 
pensation and a renewed fear for 
the wellbeing of his family. 

Pete Vaillancourt could not ac- 
cept the action taken by the VA. He 
convinced Champagne to appeal the 
decision and to attend a personal 
hearing before the local VA rating 
board. In addition, he encouraged 
the veteran to obtain private physi- 
cians’ statements to bolster the fact 
that his lung condition continued to 
prevent him from working. Another 
setback occurred when, after all this 
was accomplished, the Board of Vet- 
erans Appeals (BVA) in Washing- 
ton, D.C., upheld the decision to 
terminate the 100% rating. 

In reviewing the BVA decision, 
Vaillancourt noticed certain incon- 
sistencies which concerned him. He 
immediately contacted the VFW 
Chief Appeals Consultant in Wash- 
ington and asked that the case be 
returned to Washington under a 
procedure known as “reconsidera- 
tion.” The case was subsequently 
resubmitted to. the BVA accompan- 
ied by Vaillancourt’s arguments and 
those of the VFW Appeals Staff. This 
time the results were different. In 
October, 1985, the BVA announced 
that George Champagne’s 100% un- 
employability rating would be rein- 
stated, effective the date on which it 
was originally rescinded. 

Thirty-four months is a long time, 
but $30,000 in retroactive compen- 
sation, nearly $1,300 in current 
monthly compensation benefits, free 
state license plates, reduced prop- 
erty taxes and reinstatement of com- 
missary and PX privileges were 
worth it. More than likely, this would 
never have happened without the 
tenacity of Pete Vaillancourt and 
the VFW. a 
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April and May Commanders-of-the-Month 


DEPARTMENT 


DIV. 1 
Nick Vannicelli (8) 
Ohio 


DIV. Il 
Renie Champagne (2) 
California 


DIV. Il 


James R. Burkhart (2) 


Florida 


DIV. IV 
Michael J. Mason, Sr. (3) 
Maryland 


OV. Vv 
James E. Higgins (9) 
Virginia 


Miles Pierce (5) 


DIV. IX (April & May) 
Post 8510 
Minnesota 

Marty L. Ban (7) 


DIV. XIV (April & May) 
Post 8564 

Texas 

William B. Warren (8) 


DIV. XVIII (April & May) 
Post 7778 

Georgia 

Louis C. Graziano, Sr. (9) 


Thurmond Hummer (2) 


DIV. X (April & May) 
Post 1523 
Connecticut 
Demitri Stilu (6) 


DIV. XV (April & May) 
Post 3656 

Oklahoma 

Mark Palma (6) 


DIV. XIX (April) 

Post 879 
Pennsylvania 

Larry McNamara (2) 


Robert E. McClay 


DIV. XI (April & May) 
Post 392 

Virginia 

Gary H. Click (3) 


DIV. XVI (April & May) 
Post 2242 

Arkansas 

Bob Davis (2) 


DIV. XIX (May) 
Post 9981 
Alaska 

Ray Gauthier 


Eugene R. Deland 


DIV. XII (April & May) 
Post 5483 

North Carolina 
James C. Rich (6) 


DIV. XVII (April) 

Post 4185 

Florida 

Thomas H. Mancil (4) 


DIV. XX (April & May) 

Post 5865 

Pennsylvania 

Acie Marksberry, Sr. (9) 


(Figure in parentheses indicates number of times Commander has won this honor.) 


DIV. VI DIV. Vil DIV. Vill DIV. Ix DIV. X 

George B. Thomson (2) Gil LaMontagne (3) Al Gordon (3) Judd Clemens (9) Robert F. Ramirez (7) 
Kentucky Arizona Vermont Alaska Panama Canal 
DISTRICT 

DIV. | (April & May) DIV. Il (April & May) DIV. III (April) DIV. Ill (May) DIV. IV (April & May) 
District 11 District 14 District 13 District 19 District 3 

Ohio Maryland Florida Florida California 

Robert W. Graff (5) David R. Clark (6) Robert L Dittmar Lesley J. Louthen Ernest R. Blodgett (4) 
DIV. V (April & May) DIV. VI (April & May) DIV. Vil (April & May) DIV. Vill (April) DIV. VIII (May) 

District 14 District 14 District 1 District 8 District 3 

Kentucky Missouri Arkansas Alabama Arkansas 

Bill Smith (3) Harlan Embrey (5) Charles Rogers (6) Joseph Barnes (2) Charles Wright 
POST 

DIV. | (April & May) DIV. Il (April & May) DIV. III (April & May) DIV. IV (April & May) DIV. V (April & May) 
Post 1114 Post 4057 Post 112 Post 639 Post 9083 

Indiana Mississippi Kansas Massachusetts Maryland 

Ivan Dimmett (9) John Q. O’Quinn (4) Harold C. Naegele (2) Charles J. Lawson (6) Nicholas T. Bassetti (9) 
DIV. VI (April & May) DIV. Vil (April) DIV. Vil (May) DIV. Vill (April) DIV. VIII (May) 

Post 9785 Post 8577 Post 7234 Post 8087 Post 9927 

Alaska Texas Delaware Florida Ohio 


David L. Turner (4) 


DIV. XIII (April & May) 
Post 5382 
Pennsylvania 

John F. Rhodes (3) 


DIV. XVII (May) 
Post 2131 
Mlinois 

Tiger Miller 
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Recorded as of June 9, 1986 


Post 1985-86 

Place No. Location Membership 

1 1114 Evansville, IN 

2 3579 ~~ Park Ridge, IL oe 

3 628 Sioux Falls, SD. . 

4 1146 St. Clair Shores, M 

4 47 Uniontown, PA 

6 5555 Richfield, MN. . 

7 49 Mobile AL .. . 

8 1308 Alton,IL ... . 

9 1064 Huntington, WV . . 

10 360 Mishawaka, IN . 

11 1273 Rapid City, SD ‘ 

12 131 Lincoln, NE. . . 

13 2539 Gulfport, MS . + 2152 
14 1296 Bloomington,MN .. « 2105 
15 6506 Rosedale,MD .... + 2040 
16 401 Albuquerque,NM .. « 2017 
17 2290 Manville, NJ . . 1946 
18 3382 Kingsport, TN . 1936 
19 8541 San Antonio, TX . * 1881 
20 969 Tacoma, WA. . 1878 
21 = 283 Kingston, PA . . 1866 
22 249 Butler,PA .. . 1862 
23° 379 -Yakima, WA . ‘ 1820 
24 6975 Bristol, VA.. oe 1789 
25 6704 + Mechanicsburg, PA .. 1787 
26 6640 Metairie, LA 1769 
27 «(5263 Fort Sill,OK .. 1747 
28 2503 Omaha,NE... 1713 
29 2100 Everett, WA .. 1690 
30 1275 Lima,OQH.... . 1680 
31 1599 Chambersburg, PA... 1678 
32 9400 Sunnyslope, AZ . + 1670 
33 4372 Odessa, TX... + 1654 
34 6796 Dallas, TX ... 1652 
35 9191 Killeen, TX... 1645 
36 «112 Wichita,KS .. 1643 
37 6712 Revere,MA... 1641 
38 549 Tucson,AZ... 1640 
39 641 Columbia, SC 1639 
40 9619 Morningside, MD 1636 
41 1079 Elyria,OH ... 1635 
42 4057 Tupelo,MS... 1631 
43 1003 Jefferson City,MO... 1628 
44 2704 SouthOmaha,NE ... 1627 
45 7987 New Port Richey, FL. . 1623 
46 1650 Topeka,KS... . 1617 
47° «367 Joliet, IL... 1610 
48 1736 Alexandria, LA. 1600 
49 1989  Indiana,PA... » 1595 
50 573 Clarksburg, WV 1559 
51 7330 Oakville,CT .. 1538 
$2 53 Jamestown,NY . 1535 
53 5632 St. Louis Park, MN . 1534 
54 1 Denver,CO... 1531 
55 3777 Festus,MO... 1522 
66 891 Asheville,NC. . 1516 
§7 3851 Carmi,IL.... 1503 
57 1621 Janesville, WI. 1503 
§9 1475 Amarillo, TX .. 1502 
60 7175 Millington, TN . 1492 
61 1000 Independence, MO oe 1491 
7119 Indianapolis, IN ..... 1490 
63 23  Lebanon,PA... » 1485 
64 2754 West View,PA.. see eeeeeeeee 1483 
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Salina, KS ... ee eeeeeee 
Davison,MI . . 
Chattanooga, TN 
Harker Heights, T) 
Tucson, AZ...» 
W. Memphis, AR 
Abilene, TX... « 
S. Portland, ME 
Lemon Grove, CA 
Sandusky, OH . . 
Denver,CO.... 
Detroit, MI... . 
Albert Lea, MN. . 
Brentwood, PA. . 
Kenosha, Wi... 
Cheektowaga, NY 
S. St. Paul, MN. . 
Oklahoma City, OK 
Joliet, Ls. eee 
Arlington,CA .. 
Corinth,MS . 
Fargo,.ND .... 
W. Seneca, NY .. 
Mason City,1A. . 
Saint Cloud, MN . 
Cape Girardeau, MO . 
Daytona Beach, FL 
Huntsville, AL... 
Saugus, MA 
Duluth, MN 
Greeneville, TN. . . 
Hazleton, PA.... 
Spring Hill, FL... 
Sayre,PA ....- 
Solon,OH «1... 
Terre Haute, IN 
Hendersonville, NC 
Logansport, IN... 
Austin, MN. . 
Willmar, MN 
Maiden, MA 
Colorado Spri 
Wallington, NU. 
Tulsa,OK . 
Lake Charles, 
Spokane,WA ... 
Indianapolis, IN. . 
Hillsville, VA. . 
Orlando, FL 
Grenada, MS o- 
San Antonio, TX . 
Eau Claire, Wl... 
St. Petersburg, FL . . 
Birmingham, AL. . 
Lexington, NC ‘ 
Russell, KS. . . 
Central Falls, Rl... 
Gastonia, NC . 
Ephrata, PA . 
Jackson, TN . . 
Madeira Beach, FL. . 
Cedar Rapids, IA. 
Norfolk, VA . . 
Houston, TX ...+-+e 


Spokane,WA .... 
Norfolk, VA .. +--+ 
Ponca City,OK.... 
Clarks Summit, PA 
Santa Clara,CA ... 
Frankfort, KY . 
El Paso, TX. « 
New Albany, IN . 
Ashtabula,0H ... . 
Bismarck,ND . . 
Mt. Pleasant, PA , 
Marietta, OH . 
Baltimore, MD 
Chula Vista,CA . 
Jacksonville, AR. 
Bridgeport, CT 
Johnstown, PA 
Canonsburg, PA 
Hopkins, MN, . 
Morristown, TN 
Hagerstown, MI % 
Grand Rapids, MN... 
Alpena,MI.... 
Council Bluffs, IA... 
Alamogordo,NM . 
McMinnville, TN 
Charleroi, PA . 
Sierra Vista, AZ 
Gardner, MA. . 
Great Falls, MT 
Columbus, OH . 
Klamath Falls, OR 
Silver Spring, MD 
Norwalk,OH . . 
Oak Lawn, IL. . 
Mankato, MN . 
Albany,GA.... 
Spartanburg, SC 
Cumberland, MD 
Dundalk,MD... 
Garfield, NJ... 
Grand Rapids, MI 
Akron,OH «4. 
Huntingdon, PA . 
Puente, C: oe 
Parkersburg, WV 
Fairfield, OH... 
Sayreville, NJ. . 
Lafayette, IN... 
Sarasota, FL. 
Chester,IL.... 
Owemsboro, KY . 
Waco, TX ... 
Weirton, WV . 
Jasper, IN 
Kingston, NY. 
Lansing, MI 
Dothan, AL 
Berlin, NH 
Bristol, PA 
Minot,ND ....% . 
Adamstown, PA ..+-+s 
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Posts of 1,000 Members or More 


FRED, THIS Is A 

GREAT WAY FOR 

OUR FRIENDS 

WHO ARE ELIGIBLE 

TO LEARN ABOUT 
VFW. 


garnennc Yor 
THs “ASK A 


BvODY "carr, 
MARTY? 


OH, YES, AND YOU ALSO HAVE 
A CHANCE TO WIN A FREE 
TRIP TO DISNEY WORLD, 


SI6N UP A Buddy TODAY ! 
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RIBBONS ~~~ 
AWARDS, \IY/ 


us 


DEVICES “== 


These regulation size ribbons are all made to authorized United 
States Government specifications. Through our unique purchasing 
service, these ribbons are available at the one low price of only 
$1.25 each. We pay all postage and handling charges. Please 
specity quantity desired. 

We supply these ribbons with easy to mount holders, or individual 
holders, one to each ribbon. Please specify or we will ship 
individual ribbons and mounts. 


Please Note: 
© Individual mounts. 
© One mount for ail. 


RIBBON 
|. Air Force Good Conduct 
. Air Force Commendation 
|. Airman's Medal 
|. Air Medal 
. American Campaign 


QUANTITY, 
J 1 
2. 
3. 
4 
5. 

6. American Defense 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 


oooo0000 


'. Armed Forces Expeditionery 

. Armed Forces Reserve 

. Army Commendation 

|. Army Good Conduct 

|. Asiati-Pacifie-Campaign 
Star 


. Bronze 
13. China Service 

|. Coast Guard Good Conduct 

15. Distinguished Flying Cross 

. European-African-M.E. Campaign 
17. Korean Service 

18. Marine Good Conduct 

19. Navy Commendation 

20. Navy Good Conduct 

21. Navy & Marine Corp Medal 

. Navy Unit Commendation * 

23. Navy Presidential Unit Cit. 

24, National Defense Service 

25. Philippine Liberation 

26. Philippines President Unit Cit. 
27. Presidential Unit Citation 


ooo0o00000 
eeeses 


Ooooo0o0g0000 
x 


P. 
30. Rep. Vietnam Campgn. Year Bar 
31. Silver Star 

32. United Nations Service 

. Vietnam Pres. Unit Cit. 


35. World War I! Occupation 
36. World War | Victory 
‘37. World War II Victory 


ooo00000 
s 


‘These are easily mounted. indicate amount of each. 


BATTLESTARS: () Bronze C0 Siver (1 Gold 

OAK LEAF CLUSTERS: () Bronze () Silver () Arrowheads 
© Germany © Japan 

Devices are available... 


CD Army, Navy & M/C Parachutist . 
Ci Combat Medic 


“Please send official chart of 90 ribb 
plus other catalog sheets. | enclose $2.00." 


SSeS SCS SCOTS SSS C LEST C CLES SSS T SESS SSCS SSS SSESESSCCCCECTCCCCUSE SES CCETEE TOTS 
PIII III III III II IIIA IIA IA IS ISS II III IIIA III SSIS II IIIA IASI III IAI ADI SOSA ACA RB Se 


DEPT. VF-86 
32 WILMOTH AVE., ARDSLEY, NY 10502 


s Please rush item(s) checked above. 
s Enclosed is (] check or () money order for 
# total of $ . 

| PRINT NAME 
= ADDRESS 
a CITY STATE 


AOR RM ME AE 
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Order of Parade 


Standings are based on per capita tax transmittals received at 
National Headquarters through May 31, 1986. 


NATIONAL AVERAGE — 100% 


Alaska. ..... 
Delaware . 
Arizona . . 
Virginia . . 
Florida... 
Ohio : 
Hawaii... 
Kentucky . 
Alabama . 
Maryland . 
Oregon .. 
Arkansas 
Pacific Area 
Missouri. . 
Texas .. 2.4 
California... . 
North Carolina . 


Vermont. .... 
Wisconsin 
21 Kansas . 
22 ~=Indiana . . 
23 = Connecticut . . 
24 = South Dakota . . oeee . o- 
PB: MWS ss dors bao) ewe weetalsvacieietese 


260 Nebraska 2... eee eee weer eee 100.09 
27 Idaho .... 100.080 
28 = Minnesota. . 100.079 


North Dakota 
Montana... 


Rhode Island + 99.95 
Michigan ..... + 99.75 
New Hampshire . . 99.513 
Nevada... 99.509 
New Jersey « 99.44 
New York . = 99.37 
Pennsylvania . » 99.34 
New Mexico . « 99.08 
Washington » 98.94 
Louisiana . - 98.81 
Iinois . + 98.79 
Colorado . + 98.60 
Oklahoma . « 98.49 
Wyoming .. * « 98.45 
Massachusetts . . + 98.32 
Tennessee. . . « 98.10 
Maine... + + 98.05 
JU ee eon + 97.89 
District of Columbia + 97.57 
South Carolina»... + 97.49 
West Virginia... 0 97.22 
Georgia .. « 96.24 
Mississippi + 95.73 
Germany . . 83.87 


National 
Aides-de-Camp 


The following members have distinguished them- 
selves by winning appointments as National Aides- 
de-Camp, Recruiting Class. To be eligible for this 
award, a member must collect the dues of at least 50 
new and/or reinstated members. 

Willace W. Wise, Post 6622, Opp, Ala.; Raymond 
Gauthier, Post 9981, South Anchorage Alaska; John 
M. Warner, Post 4851, National City, Calif.; Robert C. 
Poulin, Sr., Post 6945, Oceanside, Calif.; Joseph A. 
Bradley, Post 7447, Rehoboth Beach, Del.; Benny Ste- 
phenson, Post 5290, Decatur, Ga.; Paul R. Junstrom, 
Post 4706, Decatur, Ga.; Denny Allen, Post 5520, 
Champaign, Ill; Kenneth Johnston, Post 788, Cedar 
Rapids, lowa; Roy |. Borden, Post3166, Liberal, Kans.; 
Henry F. Alcantara, Sr., Post 6859, Portland, Maine; 
Charles J. DiStefano, Post 639, Malden Mass.; Rusty 
Carmichael, Post 5896, Farmington, Mo.; S. Joseph 
Stoper, Post 1753, Las Vegas, Nev.; Thomas B. Butler, 
Post 2140, Long Branch, N.J.; Stephen Lazorchak, 
Post 8352, Toms River, N.J.; John Carapelotti, Post 
10182, Winslow Township, N.J.; Nicholas D. Caval- 
laro, Sr., Post524, Corning, N.Y.; Robert W. Page, Post 
478, Binghamton, N.Y.; Tommy J. Bell, Post 4876, 
Altus, Okla.; Samuel C. Crowder, Jr., Post 1810, 
Brentwood, Pa.; Thomas G. Williams, Post 4262, 
Columbia, S.C.; Thomas Stanfield, Post 4848, Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn.; Ray Covington, Post 1970, Nashville, 
Tenn,; Paul J. Esposito, Post 9192, Killeen, Texas; 
Magnus 0. Meyer, Post 837, San Antonio, Texas; 
Ralph Snyder, Robert Murphy and Jack Lloyd, Post 
3892, Harker Heights, Texas; J.R. Folch, Post 9186, 
San Antonio, Texas; J.R. “Bob” Russell, Post 4008, 
Belton, Texas; Donnie W. Powell, Post 6975, Bristol, 
Va.; Thomas Douglas Kennon, Post 392, Virginia 
Beach, VA.; Willard W. Blevins, Post 4667, Marion, 
Va.; Duane D. Tone, Post 1428, Tacoma, Wash., and 
Jack E. Hartloff, Post 3053, Steilacoom, Wash.; Fran- 
cis J. Kane, Post 5658, Elberta, Ala.; Normand R. 
Gaouette, Post 8681, Hudson, Fla.; Raymond W. Leill, 


Post 1154, Lafayette, Ind.; Carl E. Stambaugh, Post 
10017, Ashland, Ky.; H. Allen Tyrrell, Post 280, Colum- 
bia, Mo.; Otto Sodoma, Post 6763, South Plainfield, 
N.J.; Gaetano DeMayo, Post 1439, Newark, N.J.; 
Casimir Sovolnicki, Post 1857, Oklahoma City, Okla., 
and Donald L. Trinkle, Post 6975, Bristol, Va.; Jarold 
K. Stottlemyre, Post 5110, Karlsruhe, Germany; G.T. 
(Tony) Darnell, Post 4780, Milan, Tenn.; Charlie 
Bishop, Post 1098, McAlester, Okla.; Al Smallfoot, 
Post 759, Kearney, Neb.; Bob Duncan, Post 2591, 
Sedalia, Mo.; Don Mellon, Post 696, Owensboro, Ky.; 
Wayne Bushell and Leland Kennedy, Post 1714, Dodge 
City, Kans.; Raymond A. Larson Jr., Post 4287, 
Orlando, Fla., and James D. Fiedler, Post 10578, Cas- 
tle Rock, Colo.; Robert Hathcock, Post 49, Mobile, 
Ala.; Roland Pruitt, Post 668, Birmingham, Ala.; Law- 
rence B. Gibson, Post 4185, Clewiston, Fla.; Donald A. 
Smith, Post 10281, Vine Grove, Ky.; Earl Stiner, Jr., 
Post 3421, Omaha, Neb.; Michael T. Tague, Post 1302, 
Kearny, N.J.; Donna Wertz, Post 6590, Wrightstown, 
N.J.; John Ochoa, Post 8721, Swansboro, N.C.; Curtis 
Gribble, Post 1445, New Philadelphia, Ohio, and Gary 
W. Fisher, Post 2108, Johnson City, Tenn.; Norman N. 
Cooper, Post 1433, Glendale, Ariz.; Robert Joost, Post 
8063, Lafayette, Calif.; Thomas Mancil, Post 4185, 
Clewiston, Fla.; Herbert D. Purvis, Post2380, DeLand, 
Fla.; Charlie L. Stephens, Post 1432, Salina, Kans.; 
Levins J. Lavergne, Post 2130, Lake Charles, La.; 
Harris Boudreaux, Post 3253, Bay St. Louis, Miss.; 
Melvin Jones, Post 1644, Norflok, Neb.; Daniel F. Kra- 
kosky, Post 2640, Wallington, N.J.; Thomas P. Jones, 
Post 2290, Manville, N.J.; Margarito Maes, Post 1547, 
Las Vegas, N.M.; Marion L. Nickens, Post 9103, Spring 
Lake, N.C.; Leroy McCullough and Frederick Young, 
dr., Post 6018, Fayetteville, N.C., and George A. Gro- 
gan, Post 4376, Seven Points, Texas; Robert A. Payne, 
Post 49, Mobile, Ala.; Dominic J. Romano, Post 7330, 
Oakville, Conn.; Raymond J. O'Grady, Post 2179, Port 
Monmouth, N.J.; Cornelius F. Kelleher, Post 7175, Mil- 
lington, Tenn., and James L. Downey, Post 10269, 
Okinawa, Pacific Areas; Kenneth L. Stevens, Post 
9223, Riverside, Cailf.; Irving W. Spanburg, Post 5335, 
Boynton Beach, Fla.; Edward W. Evenski, Post 7664, 
Maple Lake, Minn 


} 
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By Wayne Dattis 


hen Lt. John Kosh was listed as 

one of the 248 troopers of the 
101st Airborne Division killed last 
December in the crash of the char- 
tered plane at Gander, Newfound- 
land, his hometown of Donora, Pa., 
was shocked. 

His unit was homewardbound 
from an international peacekeeping 
mission in the Sinai Desert when the 
pre-Christmas tragedy struck. 

Lt. Kosh’s mother was the first to 
learn of’ her son’s death from the 
Department of the Army, but soon 
everyone in the Pennsylvania com- 
munity knew that John had died in 
the crash. 

Sympathy cards poured in, and 
townspeople called the Kosh family 
to express their sorrow. VFW Post 
977, commanded by Francis Sasko, 
brought comfort to Kosh’s family 
and friends. 

On the day of the funeral at St. 
Dominic’s Church, members of the 
101st, the “Screaming Eagles,” and 
uniformed representatives of Post 
977 marched in the solemn proces- 
sion. 

John Kosh, Lt. Kosh’s father, was 
one of Donora’s and southwest Penn- 
sylavania’s best known citizens. He 
was the first head football coach at 
Ringgold High School when its ath- 
letic teams were merged in 1969. 

The borough police blocked off 


EE ee ee 


the town’s streets until the conclu- 
sion of the church services. As the 
cars started, the funeral procession 
became one of the longest line of 
cars ever seen at a funeral in Donora. 

John’s remains were taken to the 
West Newton Cemetery where his 
grandmother is buried. There the 
ceremony concluded when John was 
laid to rest next to her. 

It was then announced that Lt. 
John Kosh was promoted to captain 
shortly before his death. He had not 
learned of his award, however. He 
had been promoted because of his 
duty in Egypt. According to his fam- 
ily and others who knew John well, 
he was not aggressive. His family 


Post 977 Honors a Troope 


was surprised when he joined the 
famed Screaming Eagles. Rather, he 
tried to avoid trouble. He was, how- 
ever, a silent hero who performed 
his duty with dignity and concern 
for the men under him. 

His family and friends had the 
satisfaction of giving John his fare- 
well. The support and backing of 
Post 977 added to John’s respect 
and dignity, as well as to those who 
cared for him. 

According to John’s father, Post 
977, along with the Screaming 
Eagles, gave John the honor he de- 
served, and he commended Post 
977 on the way everything was 
handled. 


THERE IS 
MONEY 
TO BE MADE 


St 

‘of cushion comfort Knapp shoes for yourself from the largest direct selling shoe company 
in the entire country. Over 20,000 sales people like yourself are making money every day 
selling from our full color catalog featuring over 250 attractive styles for men and women 
including dress, casual, work, safety and outdoors. Knapp will send you a complete 

FREE SELLING KIT, including everything you need to get started earning extra money 
immediately. There is no risk when you sell Knapp shoes. We support our sales people 


ish instantly . . . plus receive a 30% discount on a pair 


CATALOG SUBSCRIPTION 


@ Hunting 


| FREE 


100 


SELLING 
KNAPP 
| SHOES 


with free training and back our shoes with an unconditional money back guarantee. 
No cost! No Obligation’ © Send coupon today! 

Thomas McCaffrey, KNAPP SHOES, One Knapp Centre 
Dept. 5804, Brockton, MA 02401 


SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED 


NAME ! 
os ! 
ADDRESS 
he ———— I 
city 
I 


STATE ze 
407-698" | 
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Seas ee 


L VFW: AUGUST 1986 47 


I: was dawn. July 3, 1898. San- 
tiago de Cuba harbor. At first light, 
the Spanish fleet made a dash for 
the open sea where the sleek steel 
battleships and cruisers of the ‘new’ 
American Navy, under the com- 
mand of Rear Admiral Sampson 
and Commodore Schley, lay in wait. 
When it was over, the score was USA 
474, Spain 2. This decisive victory in 
the Spanish American War estab- 
lished the United States as a mil- 
itary power to be reckoned with...” 
says the Academic American Ency- 
clopedia. 

It did more than that, however, 
because out of this war came the 
uniquely American organization 
known as the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars of the United States. And to- 
day, your VFW is still hard at work 


BENEFITS 


The VFW: An American Tradition 


Your Annual Dues Keep The VFW Strong Year After Year 


keeping the traditions of our Ameri- 
can heritage strong. 

A One-of-a-Kind 

Veterans’ Organization 

In more than 10,000 VFW Posts all 
across America, you and more than 
2,000,000 fellow VFW members help 
to keep this union of free demo- 
cratic states as strong as it was on 
that day when Dewey met and 
soundly defeated the Spanish fleet 
in Manila Bay on May 1, 1898, two 
months earlier and half a world 
away from the victory at Santiago 
de Cuba. 

The world has changed a lot since 
then. But in all those years, two 
things about your VFW have never 
changed. The first is an unfal- 
tering commitment to patriotism, 
comradeship and service. That’s 


what keeps the VFW in the main- 
stream of American life even in this 
age of satellites, nuclear warheads 
and terrorism. The second thing 
that remains unchanged is the loyal- 
ty and support of VFW members. 
Remember, the VFW gets no hand- 
outs from anyone. And that includes 
private foundations and the federal 
government. The VFW is an inde- 
pendent, self-sustaining organiza- 
tion. That’s why your continuing 
support and loyalty is so important. 
Stick with the VFW in’87, and “Aska 
Buddy” to join the VFW. It’s easy. 
Just fill out and mail in the “Ask a 
Buddy” card in this issue of VFW 
Magazine, or use the card enclosed 
with your 1987 membership renew- 
al notice. a 


hildren and grandchildren of de- 

ceased and disabled VFW mem- 
bers are being cared for today at the 
VFW National Home in Eaton Rap- 
ids, Mich. For more than 60 years, 
those in need have been given a 
home on the beautiful, rural cam- 
pus of this VFW sponsored facility. 

The VFW National Home has a 
campus of large brick homes, a com- 
munity center with gymnasium and 
pool, alibrary, a grocery store and a 
full staff of professional child care 
personnel. The balance of the Home’s 
property consists of woods, trails 
and beautiful farmland. 

The National Home program con- 
sists of two distinct parts: one for 
single-parent families and one for 
child(ren) alone in need. Both pro- 
vide alternatives to state-sponsored 
foster care or crisis situations of 


some kind. 

Members of the VFW can be as- 
sured that in the event of their 
untimely death or disabling, their 
dependents can be considered for 
help through the National Home 
program. 

Grandchildren in need are also 
eligible for entry, as the following 
criteria explain: 

1. A child whose parent is de- 

ceased or totally disabled, provid- 

ing the deceased or totally dis- 
abled parent is a member in good 
standing of VFW; 

2. A child whose parent is de- 

ceased or totally disabled and the 

living or non-disabled parent is a 

member in good standing of VFW 

or the Ladies Auxiliary; 

3. Achild whose parent or grand- 

parent is amember in good stand- 


VFW National Home: Extending a Helping Hand 


ing of VFW or the Ladies Auxil- 
iary, and the grandparent or 
grandparents have legal custody 
of the child; 
4. Achild whose parent is a mem- 
ber in good standing of the VFW 
or Ladies Auxiliary, and the 
homestudy investigation by Na- 
tional Home staff reveals that the 
home situation is not conducive 
to the physical and emotional 
health of the child. 

More information on National 
Home programs and how it may 
help someone you know can be ob- 
tained by contacting your National 
Home Chairman or writing the VFW 
National Home, 3573 Waverly Road 
South, Eaton Rapids, Mich. 
48827-9799. | 
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Let me make you the 
best price offer on German 
War items. WANTED WW II, 

WwW I, GERMAN HELMETS, DAGGERS, 
MEDALS, FLAGS, ETC. ETC. ... 
Pictures and Drawings Helpful. Please 
Write to: MR. CHENAULT 
P.0. BOX 140774, Dallas, Texas 75214 


OW! THE FIRST REALLY NEW ADVANCE IN BEDS... 

The incredible Electropedic® Bed... .sleep easier in 
unbelievable comfort. The bed you're sleeping in has a lot to 
do with the way you feel. The Electropedic® Bed is so com- 
fortable and relaxing, you'll wonder why you waited so long to 
Pamper yourself. Recommended for circulatory, back, breathing 
and heart problems. Designed to bring you the ultimate in com- 
fort by adjusting to almost any position you desire, making the 
Ya of your life you spend in bed, more luxurious. Select a size 
for your personal use and take a health break. Twin $899 (Beg 
$1299), Full $1099 (Reg. $1599), Queen $1299 (Reg. $1899), 
Dual King $1798 (Reg. $2598). Order direct from our Factory. 
Call toll free at 1-800-551-2010 or 1-800-237-7534. MONEY 
BACK GUARANTEE. SINCE 1964. 


See oe eee eae 


Seldom Seen Coins 


I 

I 

H 

I 

I 

I 

: Only $1.00 
H Three seldom seen coins from America’s 
I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

be 


past are yours for only $1. Liberty “V” 
Nickel, Indian Head Cent & Buffalo Nick- 
el. Now entirely out of circulation. Limit 
one set. Satisfaction Guaranteed. We'll 
also include price lists of coins and col- 
lecting supplies, along with other offers 
on approval. Adults only. Send name, ad- 
dress and $1.00 to: 

Littleton Coin Company, Dept. LNC222 
Littleton, New Hampshire 03561 
Serving collectors since 1945 
coe ee ee 


EARN EXTRA $$$$ 
JOIN A WINNER 


ALOE VERA PRODUCTS 


Aloe Juice or Shake reg. $10.97 
your cost with this ad only $10.47. 
To become a distributor — buy 2 
cases (24) only $207.60 and receive 
all literature along with $10.00 Aloe 
sales manual Free. Start on your 
way now to helping others while 
making money for you and your 
family. 


Send your check or money order 
To: BACH ENTERPRISES, INC. 
P.O. Box 16261, Phoenix, AZ85011 


Ms GE NE OR OA OL 


NATIONAL 
HEADQUARTERS 


Veterans of Foreign Wars 
of the United States 


1985-86 Series General Orders No. 9 


1. The following appointment is hereby announced: ASSIS- 
‘TANT INSPECTOR GENERAL: Ron Koester, Post 1654, 
Chanute, Kans. NATIONAL AIDE-DE-CAMP, MEDAL 
OF HONOR CLASS; Carl H. Dodd, Post 3167, Williams- 
burg, Ky. 

2. Installing officers are directed to see to it that the Post 
Election Report forms have been completed and mailed 
to Department and National Headquarters prior to 
installing Post Officers. If a Post Election Report form 
has not been forwarded to Department and National 
Headquarters at the time of installation the installing 
officer shall complete and forward such report at the 
time he installs Post Officers. 

3. Post, County Council, District, Department Command- 
ers and Adjutants are reminded of the requirements of 
Sections 216 (c),316, 414 (c) and 515 (c) with regard to 
proof of eligibility for all newly elected and appointed 
officers. Elected and appointed officers shall not be 
installed or assume the duties of their office until proof 
of eligibility is in the files of the Adjutant. Failure or 
refusal to submit proof of eli ty shall result in the 
office declared vacant and shall be grounds for chal- 
lenge and ultimate removal from the membership rolls. 

4. Attention of Posi Adjutants is directed to Section 107, 
Manual of Procedure, Transfers. Forms P-150 are avail- 
able through Department Headquarters or may be 
requested from National Headquarters and shall be 
completed before accepting a member by transfer from 
another Post. 

5. Department Adjutants will immediately forward acom- 
plete roster of the newly elected and appointed Depart- 
ment Officers to the Adjutant General as soon as the 
officers have been installed. 

6. Attention of Department Quartermasters is directed to 
Section 517, Manual of Procedure, “Duty of Department 
Quartermaster” paragraph (g), which states: “The De- 
partment Quartermaster shall prepare a tentative bud- 
get for the financial operations for the ensuing year. 
Said budget mustbe in general conformance with forms 
provided by National Headquarters and shall set forth 
all estimated receipts and anticipated expenditures. 
Restricted funds shall be budgeted separately in every 
instance and the budget shall be in balance. The tenta- 
tive budget must be submitted to the Department 
Council of Administration for consideration at its first 
meeting following the Department Convention. Final 
action must be taken on the adoption of the budget at 
said meeting and when adopted it shall be the expendi- 
ture guide for the Department. One copy of the ap- 
proved budget must be forwarded to the Adjutant 
General.” Attention is further directed to paragraph (1), 
which states: “He shall set up and maintain a dues 
reserve fund to which shall be credited not less than fifty 
per cent of all current year's dues received prior to July 
1. He shall not disburse nor shall an obligation be 
incurred against this fund until after July 1, at which 
time all moneys to the credit of the fund shall be trans- 
ferred to the Department general fund for expenditure 
in accordance with the approved Department budget.” 

7. Section 222 of the National Constitution and By-Laws 
provides that Posts shall elect delegates and alternates 
to the National Convention at the last meeting in June. 
Posts are entitled to one (1) delegate and one (1) alter- 
nate for each fifty (50) members or fraction thereof in 
good standing at the time of election 

8. Delegate strength of each Post to the National Conven- 
tion shall be based on the National dues received by the 
Quartermaster General as of July5 except for Posts that 
are chartered after that date. 

9. Section 222 of the National Constitution and By-Laws 
reminds that each Post shall register in advance one, or 
more, delegates to the National Convention. Advance 
registration fee is six dollars ($6.00) per delegate and 
should be mailed to Veterans of Foreign Wars 87th 
National Convention, c/o Wesley Temple Office Build- 
ing, Suite #1106, 123 East Grant Street, Minneapolis, 
Minn. 55403. 

10. All correspondence directed to National Convention 
Director Arthur J. Vater, or concerning the 87th Na- 


50 VFW: AUGUST 1986 


tional Convention should be directed to: Arthur J. Vater, 

National Convention Director, VFW 87th National Con- 

vention Headquarters, c/o/ Wesley Temple Office Build- 

ing, Suite #1106, Minneapolis, Minn. 55403. 

11. Attention is called to the provisions of Section 703, 
National Constitution and By-Laws which requires that 
each accountable officer of this Organization shall be 
bonded with an indemnity company as surety in a sum 
at least equal to the amount of the liquid assets for 
which so far as can be anticipated, he may be accounta- 
ble. The bond premium shall be paid from the funds of 
the National Organization, Department, District, County 
Council or Post as the case may be, to which each officer 
is accountable. The bonds of such accountable officers 
in the amount as to surety shall be approved by their 
respective units and held by their respective command- 
ing officers. The Commander of each unit shall be 
responsible for the proper and adequate bonding of all 
accountable officers in his unit. 

12. Attention is called to the provisions of Section 517, 
National Constitution and By-Laws paragraph (f), 
which requires that the Department Commander shall 
see that the office of the Department Quartermaster is 
bonded in an amount to insure good and sufficient 
security, to be approved by the Council of Administra- 
tion. 

13. Section 218 of the National Constitution and By-Laws, 
requires that the Post Commander shall see that the 
Post Trustees Reports of Audit are properly prepared 
and submitted each quarter. 

14. Attention of incoming Post Officers is directed to Sec- 
tion 218, Manual of Procedure, which outlines the duties 
of various Post Officers. 

15. The locations of the following Posts have been changed: 
Post 1841 from Fincastle to Troutville, Va; Post 2364 
from Pinetop to Pinetop-Lakeside, Ariz.; Post 4484 from 
East Rainelle to Rainelle, W.Va., and Post 8547 from 
Sunnymead to Moreno Valley, Calif. 

16. Certificates of charters evidencing consolidation have 
been issued to the following Posts: Posts 63 and 9976 
consolidated as Post 63, Boise, Idaho; Posts 1858 and 
10000 consolidated as Post 1858, Baltimore, Md.; Posts 
3048 and 10589 consolidated as Post 3048, Baker, Ore., 
and Posts 6638 and 459 consolidated as Post 6638, 
Nappanee, Ind. 

17. Charters for the following Posts have been authorized: 

Post 7762, Dillingham, Alaska; Post 7789, Hutchinson, 

Kans; Post 7793, Rose Hill, Kans.; Post 7796, St. Marys, 

Kans.; Post 7798, Rossville, Kans.; Post 7799, Lindsborg, 

Kans.; Post 7802, Oberlin, Kans.; Post 7818, Auburn Hills, 

Mich.; Post 7877, Robbins, Ill; Post 7893, Irvine, Calif; 

Post 7919, Manalapan-Englishtown, N.J.; Post 7944, 

South Charieston, Ohio, and Post 7977, Attica, Ohio. 


1985-86 Series General Orders No. 10 


1. The following appointment is hereby announced: NA- 
TIONAL DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF: Norman Kuhn, Post 
1751, Victoria, Kans. NATIONAL AIDE-DE-CAMP, 
MEDAL OF HONOR CLASS: Jessie Ray Drowley, Post 
1474, Spokane, Wash. 

2. Posts that have not sent in a Post Election Report form, 
listing the Post officers for 1986-87 will not receive cre- 
dentials for the National Convention. 

3. Posts are reminded they must register, in advance, one 
or more delegates to the VFW National Convention (Sec- 
tion 222 of the National Constitution and By-Laws. 
Advance registration fee is six dollars ($6.00) per dele- 
gate and should be mailed to Veterans of Foreign Wars 
87th National Convention, c/o Wesley Temple Office 
Building, Suite 1106, 123 East Grant Street, Minneapo- 
lis, Minn. 55403. Registration at the Convention will be 
eight dollars ($8.00). 

4. Attention is drawn to the Policy on Resolutions: Policy of 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars is established by resolu- 
tions adopted by the National Convention. Most such 
resolutions originate at the Post, County Council, Dis- 
trict or Department levels. Those resolutions approved 
by a Department Convention which affect matters out- 
side state boundaries must be forwarded by the Depart- 
ment Adjutant to the Adjutant General for considera- 
tion by the National Convention. 

Resolutions may also be originated by Department 
officers or by the Department Convention itself and 
acted upon by the Department Convention. National 
Officers may originate resolutions and submit them 
directly to the National Convention. Also, National Con- 
vention Committees may originate resolutions and 


present them for approval during the National Conven- 
tion. Resolutions offered by delegates from Posts during 
the National Convention must bear the endorsement of 
the Department Commander or Department Adjutant 
and must be submitted to the Adjutant General at the 
National Convention for numbering and referral to the 
appropriate convention committee. 

Resolutions adopted by the National Convention be- 
come the lawful orders of the National Convention and 
as such are binding upon all subordinate units of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars. No Post, County Council, Dis- 
trict or Department is permitted to publicly communi- 
cate contrary positions to the National By-Laws or to 
the resolutions adopted by the National Convention 
except that proposed changes in policy may be intro- 
duced by subordinate units by the preparation, adop- 
tion and submission of resolutions within the channels 
of the organization for consideration as outlined above. 

. Announcement is made of correct locations for the fol- 
lowing Posts: Post 8763, Atlanta, Ga., and Post 8768, 
Atlanta, Ga. 

. Certificates of charters evidencing consolidation have 

been issued to the following Posts: Posts 3688 and 3908 
consolidated as Post 3908, Rochester, Mich.; Posts 5876 
and 7209 consolidated as Post 5876, Ladonia, Texas; 
Posts 2861 and 8735 consolidated as Post 8735, West 
Allis, Wis,, and Posts 6925 and 9443 consolidated as Post 
9443, Blackfoot, Idaho. 
Charters for the following Posts have been authorized: 
Post 7382, West Berlin, Germany; Post 7388, Union City, 
Tenn.; Post 7748, Decatur, Colo.; Post 7749, Harmony, 
R.L; Post 7879, Denver, Ga.; Post 7890, Cadiz, Ky.; Post 
7891, La Grange, Ky.; Post 7904, Lakehurst, N.J.; Post 
7913, Fairton, N.J.; Post 8108, Bartlett, Texas; Post 8110, 
Garden Ridge, Texas; Post 8213, New Springville, N.Y., 
and Post 8219, Schoharie, N.Y. 


= 


By Commander of 
JOHN S. STAUM 
Commander-in-Chief 


OFFICIAL: 
Howard E, Vander Clute, Jr. 
Adjutant General 


Phrase SL AT EL cai 
eee 


Readers are urged to help these veterans seeking 
claim substantiation statements. Submit claims 
assistance requests to VFW Magazine, Claims, 406 
W. 34 St., Kansas City MO 64111. 


Gas ARMY 
32nd Inf., Co. B (Korea, 1952-53)—Anyone in unit 
remembering when I was by enemy shell, lost 
hearing in left ear—Charles E. Presley, 501 W. 10th, 
Mt. Carmel IL 62863. 
43rd Div. (Germany, 1952)—Anyone who saw me 
wounded on nose by shrapnel on rifle range— 
Rene Lindell, 190 Autumnwood Dr., Buffalo NY 
14227. 
100th Div., 325th Med. Bn., Co. B—Need to hear from 
former members to substantiate claim—Casimir C. 
amine, 110 Oakwood Zone 22, Houghton Lake MI 
8629. 
101st Abne. Div., 326th Arbne. Med. Co—Seeking any- 
one recalling when I was thrown from jeep on raod 
from Bad Reichenall to Berchtesgaden (Div. Hdgs.), 
Germany, 1945—Kendall W. Garrett, RFD 1, PO Box 
741, Coopers ME 04341. 
101st Abne. Div., 1st Bde., 327th Abne. Inf., Ist Bn., 
HHC—Seeking SP4 Dean Deffenbaugh, medic, who 
gave me aid for punji stake wound at Phang Rang, 
South Vietnam—P.K. Plyler, 408 N. Fielder, Apt. 241, 
Arlington TX 76012. 
1303 Engrs., Co. D—Seeking anyone who remembers 
my vehicle hitting a mine when I was a weapons 
carrier driver—Russell Miller, 2922-C, Terry Road, 
Cheyenne WY 82007. 


Ga NAVY 

Bronson Field, Pensacola FL, 1943—Seeking siclbay 
doctor or corpsman or anyone, especially Seaman 
Carr or Seaman Gross who remembers treating me 
for head wounds—Hugh Wm. Cash, 1234 Old Kings 
Road, Holly Hill FL 32017. 
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With 
Accessories* 


Sorry...Due to manufacturer's 
request we are unable to 
reveal the brand name of this 
Famous 35mm Camera during 
this market research study. 


As part of a nationwide advertising 
campaign, the New York importing 
firm of the Direct Connection will give 
away one million (1,000,000) of its 
most expensive 35mm cameras with 
accessories for the astonishing low 
price of only $10 each to the first one 
million persons who write to the com- 
pany address (below) within 30 days 
of publication date. 


These cameras are not copies. These 
are genuine famous brand 35mm 
cameras...compatible with virtually 
every camera attachment made by 
the highest quality manufacturers. 
The new 50mm color optical lens 
with a 1.6 lens speed lets you take 
better pictures even in insufficient 
sunlight. There’s even a built-in 
exposure meter with four (4) inten- 
sity modes to ensure a clear, sharp 
picture no matter what the light 
conditions are. 

The new super sharp, see-through 
viewfinder with parallex correction and 
the preselected focus control makes it 
incredibly easy to take sharp, focused 
pictures without wasting a lot of time. 
Flash attachment is simplified with 
the “hot shoe” flash holder (A feature 
found only on better cameras). 


Not only the most expensive, but also 
FULL ONE YEAR MON 


FAMOUS NATIONALLY ADVERTISED 


35mm CAMERA 


the fastest selling 35mm camera ever 
sold by this giant New York firm. 
Precision crafting of the newest space 
age materials makes this camera 
rugged, yet light enough to always 
take along. *Complete accessories 
include a leatherette carrying case, 
protective lens cover, and clip-on 
shoulder strap. 


These famous 35mm cameras will 
not be sold at this price by the 
company in any store. To obtain one 
at this special promotional price, mail 
this original printed ad to the company 
within 30 days of publication date. 


Each camera is covered by a full one- 
year money-back guarantee and will 
be replaced by the company, free of 
charge, if it ever fails to function. 
There is a limit of two (2) cameras 
per address at this price, but requests 
which are mailed early enough (within 
15 days of publication date) may 
request up to five. 


To obtain your Famous Brand 35mm 
camera with accessories, mail this 
original ad together with your name 
and address and $10 for each camera. 
Add only $2 shipping and handling no 
matter how many cameras you are 
requesting. Mail to: The Direct Con- 
nection, Dept. 4812, 37 West 26th 
Street, New York, NY 10010. 


EY-BACK GUARANTEE 


40 BRAND NEW 


TOWELS $1.95! 


UNWOVEN COTTON OR RAYON— Assorted beautiful Pastel Colors BRAND 
NEW —NOT Seconds —40 Towels for $1.95 or 80 for only $375. 120 just 
$5.45 Super Quality Pls include 50¢ extra for pstg and hding with EACH 
set of 40 Towels you buy We know Towels—we've sold 70,000,000 already 
Fund Raisers write for quantity prices. Money Back Guarantee No CO's 
Pls allow up to 6 wks. for delivery 


40 TOWEL CO. 1602 Locust St. Dept. D-760 St. Louis, MO 63103 


PROTECT YOUR VALUABLES 
AND IMPORTANT PAPERS! 


AA Sentry Safe for your home is “peace of mind” for you! And 
think of the convenience! It's like having a 24-hour safe- 
deposit box right at home! 
* 200 pounds of protection 
 Burglar-resistant  U.L. Listed 
* Tax deductible « Fire-Resistant 
« Free delivery, continental U.S. 
© Low, low prices! 
* FURNITURE CABINETS 
available for “concealed” 
protection 


WRITE FOR 
FREE CATALOG! 


‘00, Value-tique, Inc. 


Dept. M-966 © Box 67 
Leonia, N.J. 07605 


(sen 


ALL-IN-THE-EAR 
HEARING AID 


This is all 
you wear! 


only $156 


(behind-the-ear hearing aid only $96%) 

We sell only by mail; we have no fancy offices 
or showrooms. By selling directly to you we 
eliminate salesmen’s and dealers’ 
commissions, thus providing you with the 
highest quality product at the /owest national 
price possible. 

We know you'll be satisfied; our 30-day, no- 
questions-asked, money-back guarantee 
allows you to try at no risk. 

Write today for more information. 


Gilmore Co., Dept. F-1 
Box 162 Pine City, MN 55063 


Weed Control Without 


Chemicals... with the 
incredible mowing machine! 


Control weeds on roadsides and lawn 
edges, keep brush and saplings from 
taking over your land, harvest small 

grains and hay—all without environ- 

Mment-damaging chemicals. Self- 
propelled sickle bar mower handles 
easily with individual wheel steer- 
ing clutches. Floating 38” sickle 
knife. Factory-direct price. 


‘SCISSOR-LIKE 
CUTTING ACTION 


KIN o-1@)) Dept. 5068, 170 N. Pascal 


St. Paul, MN 55104 » 612/644-4666 


panna nanan nna 


T print Name. 


J Aooress 


Ici 


Reunion announcements are published as a cost- 
free service to VFW members in good standing. To 
ensure timely inclusion of your announcement, all 
information pertaining to the event must arrive in 
VFW Magazine offices six month prior to the reunion. 
Reunion announcement forms must be used and 
can be obtained by writing VFW Magazine, Reunions, 
36th and Broadway, Kansas City MO 64111. Pub- 
lication is limited to one time per calendar year. 


GEE AIR FORCE 


OAugust 
7th Ferry Grp.— Great Falls MT—C_D. Marklet, 1104 
Valley View, Glasgow MT 59230. 


OSeptember 

3rd Staff Sqdn.— Ft. Leavenworth—Roscoe Swenson, 

2053 Highland, Salina KS 67401. 

8th AF Hist. Society (lowa Chapter)—Cedar Rapids 

IA—Gene Person, Rt. 1, Manson IA 50563. 

18th Trp. Carrier—Williamsburg VA—Robert Walker, 

286 E. Queens Dr., Williamsburg VA 83201. 

19th Trp. Carrier Sqdn. (WWII)—Las Vegas—T.C. 

Johnson, 5413 Lakewood Blvd., Lakewood CA 

90712. 

33rd Air Depot Grp.—Cincinnati—Herbert Cooper, 

643 Reynosa Ct., Berea OH 44017. 

50th Trp. Carrier Wing, HQ Sqdn.—Cincinnati— Frank 

Ehrman, 840 Staton Place West Dr., Indianapolis IN 

46234. 

80th Fighter Gp. (Burma Banshees)—San Diego— 

George F. Schlagel, PO Box 3667, Seal Beach CA 

90740. 

85th Depot Repair Sqdn.. (WWII)—Marion Poland, 

1770 Stewart Rd., Xenia OH 45385. 

95th Bomb Gp., 457th Sub-Depot(WWII, England)— 

Valley Forge PA—Adam E. Hinojos, PO Box 372, 

Lemoore CA 93245. 

161 st Tactical Recon. Sqd.— Grants Pass OR—Harold 

C. Norman, 9670 Winchester Wood, Naples FL 

33942. 

185th TFG, 174th TFS— Sioux City IA—Maj. Larry 

Harrington, PO Box 278A, Sgt. Bluff [A 51054- 1003. 

315th Bomb. Wing (WWII)—Marina del Ray CA— 

George Harrington, 4600 Ocean Beach Blvd., Apt. 

505, Cocoa Beach FL 32931. 

319th Bomb Gp.—Columbia SC—Neal A. Baker Jr., 

1831 S. Park Lane, Denison TX 75020. 

325th Ftr. Gp. (WWII)—Tucson AZ—Dan Penrod, 69 

Keswick Ave., Pittsburgh PA 15202. 

339th Svc. Sqdn.—Nashville—William Craig, Rt. 5, 

Lewisburg TN 37091. 

354th Air Svc. Sqdn.—Boise ID—Bill Williams, c/o 

Rocky Bar Stage, Mountain Home ID 836547. 

366th Ftr. Gp. (Original Members)—San Antonio TX— 

Dyke Meyer, Rt. 2, PO Box 310, Comfort TX 78013. 

387th Bomb 6p. (M), 558th Bomb Sqd.—Pigeon Forge 

ovell Turner, Rt. 3, PO Box 84, Lawrenceville 

12439. 

436th TC Gp., 81st Sqd.—Tucson AZ—T.W. Bone- 

cutter, 620 Randolph St., Wilminton OH 45177. 

441st Gp., 301st TC Sqd.—Omaha NE—2145 Colfax, 

Blair NE 68008. 

433rd & 317th TC Wings, Hdg. Sqdns.— Concord CA— 

Phillip Bollinger, 1889 Brownwood Ct., Concord CA 

94521 

447th Sub-Depot, Sta. 110 (Polebrook, Eng.)—Gatlin- 

burg TN—F.H. Larsen, PO Box 1, Yalaha FL 32797. 

451st bomb Sqd. Assn., 322nd Bomb Gp. (M)—Minne- 
iss, 2014 Shady Grove 


Gp. Assn.—Dayton OH—Byron Wentz, 
POB 618, Morehead KY 40351. 
465th Gp., 780th Bomb Sqd. (WWII)—Atlanta GA— 
Fred Boling, PO Box 94, Ballground GA 30107. 
465th Bomb Gp., 780th Bomb Sqd.—Colorado Springs 
CO—Jim Althoff, 2 Mt. Vernon Ln., Atherton CA 
94025. 
483rd Bomb Gp.—Minneapolis MN—Joseph A. Mc- 
Fadden, 6223 Providence Way, North Highlands CA 
95660. 
483rd Bomb Gp. (H)—St. Paul MN—Ray Rozycki, 5332 
10th Ave., S., Minneapolis MN 55417. 
485th Bomb Gp., 224th Comb. Crew, Base Unit, 354th, 
828th Bomb Sqd.—Nashville TN—Robert S. Deeds, 
4643 286th St., Toledo OH 43611. 
524th Sqdn. (Victorville CA—Denver—John C. Reed, 
PO Box 845, Bryan TX 77801. 
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530th Ftr. Sqdn.—Nashville—Al Hiltgen, 3004 S. 
Country Club Dr., Inverness FL 32650. 

679th, 703rd, 1022nd, 1536th Ord. Cos.—Nashville 
TN—Nate C. Frankel, 1609 Almara Circle, Louisville 
KY 40205. 

1125th MP Co. (Avn.)—Oklahoma City—Harold J. 
Manaugh, Rt. 1, PO Box 102, Mustang OK 73064. 
2018th Ord. Maint. Co.— Jackson MS—Louis N. Tri- 
plett, PO Box 285, Flora MS 39071. 

AACS Alumni—St. Louis—Claire Lofchie, 617 Shady 
Meadows, Ballwin MO 63011 

Glider Pilots(WWIl)—St. Louis—Bill Knickerbocker, 
PO Box 1371, Midland TX 79702. 

Pilot Class 42-A, Kelly, Foster, Ellington Fields—Day- 
ton OH—Albert E. Gates, 102 Bryker Dr. San 
Antonio TX 78209. 

Roswell Army Air Field, Walker AF Base—Roswell 
NM—RSSF Veterans Assn., PO Box 8092, Linda 
Vista Sta., Roswell NM 88201. 


Ge ALL BRANCHES 


OSeptember 

Canadian Vietnam Veterans Reunion Assn.— Washing- 
ton D.C—Canadian Vietnam Veterans Reunion 
Assn., 813 Nottingham Ave., Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Canada R2K 2C9. 

Sandy Hook Veterans Historical Society—Ft. Han- 
cock NJ—Sandy Hook Veterans Historical Society, 
POB 35, Ft. Hancock NJ 07732. 


GE ARMY 


OAugust 

Ist & 18th FA Bns. (WWIl)—Ft. Sill OK—Sherlie Wyrick, 
1805 Arlington, Lawton OK 73507. 

3rd Div., 30th Rgt., Co. M—W. Osborn, 2419 12th Ave., 
Canyon TX 79015. 

5th Div.—William Colon, 4523 N. Circilo De Kaiots, 
Tucson AZ 85715. 

6th Div., 1st Rgt., Co. C—St. Ann MO—Norman Ruck, 
Rt. 1 Box 288D, Union MO 63084. 

16th Evac. Hosp. (WWII)— Rochester NY—Philip Hut- 
sebaut, 1736 W. Gregory St., Chicago IL 60640. 
25th Inf. Div. Assn.—Seattle WA—Robert Muzzy, 809 
Forston Dr., Takoma Park MD 20912. 

37th Div., 148th Rgt., Anti-tank Co. (WWIl)—Sulpher 
LA—Marion Crossland, RR 2, Napoleon OH 43545. 
37th Div. Veterans Assn.—Girard OH—65 S. Front 
St., Rm. 707, Columbus OH 43215. 

40th Combat Engr. Nat'l. Assi San Diego—George 
Weiler, 1753 Tamarack St., South Milwaukee WI 
53172. 

41st Div. Bands—Sonora CA—Kryl Thorlakson, POB 
158, Standard CA 95373. 

44th Div., 324th Rgt.—Columbus OH—Jim Page, 406 
Seneca Dr., Dover OH 44622. 

‘55th QM (HAM) Rogt., 3rd Bn., Co. K & 884th Ord. (HAM) 
Co. (WWII) —Harry Kirk, 17 Washington Blvd., Chester 
IL 62233. 

82nd Abne. Div. Assn., Inc.—Buffalo NY—John Eb- 
ling, 8207 Hayes Hollow Rd., Colden NY 14033. 
87th Div., 312th Engr. Bn., H & S Co.—J.J. Smith, 535 
Quaker Hill Rd., Warren PA 16365. 

113th AAA Gun Bn. (WWI Milwaukee WI—Donald 
Roberts, RR 1 Box 225, Richville MN 56576. 

138th & 198th FA Bn. Assn. (all wars)—Lynn Raque, 
3733 Mamaroneck Rd., Louisville KY 40218. 

152nd Station Hosp. (1941-45)—A.C. Metzger, 6714 
Porter Central Rd., Centersburg OH 43011. 

204th FA Bn. (Korea, 1950-53)— Jay Otto, 328 Cypress 
Way W., Naples FL 33942. 

279th Combat Engrs. Bn.—Charles Lee, Rt. 2 Box 314, 
Poplarville MS 39470. 

476th AAA AW Bn.—Chattanooga—Horace Ring, 351 
Ocala Dr., Nashville TN 37211. 

537th Engr. (LP) Co.— Estes Park CO—Ronald Cornell, 
6708 Walker Ct., Longmount CO 80501. 

555th AAA AW Bn. (WWIl)—Rapid City SD—Lyle Jen- 
sen, Box 317, Wall SD 57790. 

605th TD Bn.—Findlay OH—Lawrence Montgomery, 
120 E. Ist Ave., Plainwell MI 49080. 

612th Engr. Light Equip. Co.—St. Louis—Kenneth 
Felder, 8 Frodtedac Place, Godfrey IL 62035. 

661st TD Bn, & 69th Div.—Clarence Marshall, 101 
Stephen St., New Kensington PA 15068. 

701st MP Co. B (WWII)—Waverly IA—L.S. Shahan, 
713 N. Main, Mt. Pleasant IA 52641. 


718th ROB (WWII)—Owensboro KY— 
Box 452, Clay KY. 

724th ROB (WWII)—Rochester NY—James Williams, 
Golden Terr., Apt. 6, 555 Lakehurst Rd., Browns 
Mills NJ 080. 
736th Tank Bn., Co. A—Seymour IN—Richard Steeb, 
RR 1 Box 107A, Paris Crossing IN 47270. 

764th Rwy. Shop Bn. (WWII) — Mansfield OH—Anthony 
Fell, 230 Debolt Ave., Masontown PA 15461. 

777th Tank Bn. on Wirth, 8330 W. Concordia, 
Milwaukee WI . $ 
795th AAA AW Bi Solorado Springs CO—Robert 
Lavelle, 506 Stark St., Scranton PA 18507. 

802nd Engr. Assn.—Omaha—Raymond Griffith, RD 3 
Box F433, Cooper Ln., Chester NJ 07930. 

805th TD, Co. C—James Archer, Box 113, Oil City PA 
16301, 

815th Engr. B 
St., Flint M 
820th Engr. Avn. La Grande OR—Billy Leggett, 
Rt. 1 Box 99, Haines OR 97833, 

871st Abne. (WWIl)—Floyd Taylor, 250H Queen Ridge 
Dr., Independence MO 6405 
945th FA Bn.—George Buck, 
IA 50312. 

3454th Ord. Co. M (Europe, WWIl)—Philadelphia— 
Edward Taylor, 1512 S.E. 46th St., Minot ND 58701 
3483rd Ord. MAM Co. (WWII)—Don Eynon, 15121 
Montrose Ave., Cleveland OH 44111. 

Americal Div., 1/82 Arty., Btry. A—Nowatta OK— 
Jack Logsdon, RR 1 Shawneetown IL 62984. 

First Special Service Force—Helena MT—11815 
Quarter Horse Ct., Oakton VA 22124, 

Merrill's Marauders—Orlando FL—George Rose, 
6407 Portsmouth Blvd., Portsmouth VA 23701. 


Wesley Hearon, 


(Avn.)—Vaughn Bright, 3425 Swartz 
7 


50th St., Des Moines 


OSeptember 
Ist Div.—Buffalo NY—Society of the Ist Div., 5 
Montgomery Ave., Philadelphia PA 19118. 

bi i ‘A—Oscar Fel. 


Ist Vet. Co. (Sep.)—Carlisle PA 
1806 Anne Ave., Lancaster PA 1 
3rd Div. (WWII & Korea)—Las Vega: i 

21161 Rancherias Rd., Apple Valley CA 92307. 

3rd Rgt., Co. M—Bloomington MN—Kenneth Jackson, 
1430 Charles Ave., St. Paul MN 55104. 

4th Armd. Div., 10th Armd. Bn., Co. A (WWIl)—Louisville 
KY—Redo Celli, 29 Colec ., Carnegie PA 15106 
4th Armd. Div. Assn. (Ohio, Ind., Mich.,)—Indianapolis— 
B.J. Harmon, Rt. 2, Beecher Rd., Toronto OH 43964. 
4th Field Hosp. (Africa & Italy, WWII) —St. Louis—John 
Lawler, Rt. 5 Franklin Rd., Franklin TN 37064. 

5th Armd. Div., Midwest Branch—Grand Island NE— 
James Burrell, 9245 NW Rochester, Topeka KS 
66617. 

V Corps Vets. Assn., Hdq.—Minneapolis—Ralph 
Clausen, 1465 Salem Church Rd., Inver Grove Hts. 
MN 55075. 

Sth Div.—Tucson AZ—John H. Pflaum, 170 Ever- 
green, Elmhurst IL 60126, 

6th Div., 1st FA Bn. etl c 1 edad a — Gordon Clark, 622 
Ivanhoe, Perry C 
6th Ranger Bn. want -Howerd Baker, 1730 Spring 
St., York PA 17404. 

6th Div., 63rd Rgt., Co. F—Richmond IN—Lowell 
Werking, RR 2, Hagerstown IN 47346. 

9th Armd. Div., 19th Tank Bn.—Madison W! 
Keenan, 145 W. Lincoln St., Oregon WI 52 
10th Armd. Div. Vets Assn.—Orlando FL. 
’ 99th Terrace, Miami FL 3¢ 
11th Armd, Div., 55th Armd. Inf. Bn., Go. B—Bill Zim- 
merman, 848 Drexel Blvd., Roc! kford IL 61111. 

11th Engr. Bn. (WWIl)—A.B. Harward, 523 College Dr., 
Raeford NC 28376. 

11th Inf. Co. G—Mineral Point WI—Elmer Rabine, 
nd Center WI 53581 

13th Armd. Div., 24th Tank B st. Louis—Thomas 
Stanton, 288 Imperial Dr., Hazelwood MO 63042. 
15th & 17th Cav. (WWIl)—Biloxi MS. iley Cauthern, 
34 Davis Bayou Dr., Ocean Springs MS 39564. 

16th Armd. Div. Assn.—Lake Tahoe—Dnald Dam- 
schroder, 18952 W. State Rd., Elmore OH 43416. 
19th Combat Engrs. (WWIl)—San Francisco—Mahlon 
Campbell, 307 Rogers Rd., Norristown PA 19403. 


—Robert 
‘75. 
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GENUINE DUNCAN PARKING METER 


The perfect gift for the person 
who has everything — get one 
for yourself too. Install by the 
garage, by your drive or even 
by the Executive’s desk. Can 
be made into a night light. 
Takes pennies, nickels or 
dimes. GREAT CONVERSA- 
TION PIECE. Guaranteed per- 
fect working condition. Just 
been removed from the streets 
of a Wisconsin city. $99.00 
each plus $6.00 packing and 
shipping or 2 for $198.00. 
Wis. residents add tax 


P & P Distributors 
1230 Jeffery Blvd 

Box 967 

Cumberland, Wisconsin 54829 


AUSTRALIAN TEA TREE OIL 
KNOCKOUT 
JUNGLE 
ROT 


ANEW Antiseptic and Fungicide! Proven in lab tests to be 
several times more effective than aloe vera, Tea Tree Oil fights 
fungus and other skin problems. Effective against athlete's foot 
and Jungle Rot, Tea Tree Oil also prevents infection in cuts. 
wounds, insect bites, and helps with minor burns and scalds. 

AUSTRALIAN TEA TREE OIL is naturally grown and distilled 
from the leaves of a Melaleuca tree. Used by Australians for 
years, this 100% pure natural “Tea Tree Oil” now comes in 
a 2-ounce bottle of skin cream for $7.95 (Washington State 
residents add 7.8% sales tax). ORDER NOW and also receive 
FREE a $1.00 sample of pure “Tea Tree Oil.” Full money back 
guarantee. Send check or money order for $7.95 to: 

TEA TREE OIL, INC. 
P.O. Box 18508. Dept. VF A 
Spokane, Washington 99208 


EARN A CASH COMMISSION 


with every order for Mason Shoes 
SEND FOR FREE SALES KIT 


80 


No Investment Required. That's right. A part 
time business that pays you instant cash without 
any investment. Sell quality Mason Shoes to your 
friends, neighbors and relatives and earn $100- 
$300, or more per month. Just take orders from 
your Mason full-color catalog with over 400 shoes 
for work and leisure. They’re America’s finest 
shoes at reasonable prices. All you do is make the 
sale, take a cash deposit which you keep for your 
instant commission. Write for details. 


Mason Shoe Mfg. Co. 
Chippewa Falls, WI 54774 


Mason Shoe Mfg. Co. 
Dept. F-915 


Chippewa Bives WI 54774 \ years, 
Please rush giant 
EE catalog & starting kit to: 


HAVE TROUBLE HEARING ON THE PHONE? 


ncredible “PHONE BOOSTER” 


ns Up The Volume 
NOW HEAR CALLER’S 


VOICE—LOUD & CLEAR! 
—Even If You're 
Hard-of-Hearing! 
—Even If You're 
Ina Busy, Noisy Room! 
NOT $30...NOT $20 


"" $G66 


ONLY 


MATURE WISDOM, Hanover, PA 17333 


FABULOUS PHONE AMPLIFIER CLAMPS ONTO re ted ge TODAY! + —= = 
1 
Mediate ‘Now, at last, enjoy using the Bidg. £29, Hanover, ot et | 


| 
eae apm . Yes! Please rush my Phone Booster(s) (2524140) as 
e preet 4 pores, citizens—Anyone who's indicated below, on full Money-Back Guarantee. 
e Slips onto receiver No tools needed = 5 GREET CIEL FOR AFRICND!D for i reiges fi 
a or jus plus 
Brings in caller's voice loud and natural-sounding 


~ $2.75 ship. & hdlg. | 
@ Ends strain, embarrassment, asking people Enclosed is $. (PA & NV res. add sales tax) 
to “speak up” 


\ , CHARGE IT: J American Express Cl Diners Club 
@ Good-looking, comfortable beige styrene— = 
portable for use away from home ai CMeetars 


© Adjustable volume; on/off controls BectiNo, 
@ Safe, dependable, an electronic miracle— Exp. Date 
Just add one “AA” battery \ int 
WE HEARTILY RECOMMEND AND GUARANTEE THE NAME Golesse print) 
“PHONE BOOSTER"... If not delighted, simply return 
within 30 days for full refund (except ship. & handl.). ADDRESS 
Thousands of satisfied customers already—Order yours I 
today, while supplies last! Our policy is to process all city 
orders promptly. We charge your credit card only when | 


order is shipped. Delays notified promptly. Shipment 


ZIP. ! 
—-—---¢ ¢ HHL, Inc,, 1986. —-_- —- —-— 4 


guaranteed within 60 days. 


gS teammate 


WALLET SIZE DISCHARGE 


Carry proof of your military service. 
Marriage certificate, divorce decree, etc. 


— also available. Details $1.00 to: 
T & A Services 
P.O. Box 315 
Enterprise, WV 26568 


Naw: Missing 506 VIETNAM SE SOANe 


AR PONCE: Missing: 948 


JARINES: Missing: 294 
UCENSE PLATE » 


There will be another Parade. The day when our POWs & MIAS 
come home. Your purchase of this campaign ribbon license plate 
will help. Our newly formed organization will be working directly 
with the National League & Vets of Viet Nam War. Inc. Please- 
help us so we can help them. $750 ea. ck. or money order. 


Silent Fire, P.O. Box 43279, Lou., Ky. 40243. 


GENUINE HANDMADE BOOTS H 


Bootmakers for over 20 years. Hor 
quality leather-many styles-reasonable 

prices. Write For 30-Pg. Catalog, $1. ' 
Austin-Hall Boot Cs.\ 
BOX 12368-X 8 Paso, Tx., 79912 | 


*S),.") HEARING AIDS 
SUPER $AVINGS! Newest, Finest. 
All types. Buy Dery & ae ho 
to HALF! No salesmen. a4 
) AIR MAIL on HOME TRIAL oat 
Catalog. Writ 

fa Dept. VF, 9530 Langdon Ave., 
SAVE al Sepulveda, Cal. 91343 


raed i Patriots Will Be Singing = Tricentenni 
in the Coming Century! Order your copy Today! Words, 
music, and unusual facts about this stirring march - All 
For $4.00! Tticentennial, 289 Pascack Rd., CN7, 
Washington Township, NJ 07675 

U.S. MILITARY insignia: 1940 to Current, Catalog, $1.00 
Saunders, 414(V), Vermilion, OH 44089-041 


SWORDS - All types, including U.S. & atin Military. 
Color brochure, $3.00. Box 15), Wyckoff, NJ 07481 


Install an /helinetle 


Inclinette is the safe and easy way for 
the handicapped or elderly to ride up 
and down stairs with just a push of the 


button. And . . . it’s tax deductible 

when recommended by a doctor. 

SEND FOR FREE LITERATURE 

Describes and illustrates Incli 

StairLIFT, the economy model, and‘‘El 

the modern home elevator. 

INCLINATOR COMPANY OF AMERICA 

DEPT. 31 


P. O. BOX 1557 
HARRISBURG, PA 17105-1557 


21st Ord. (MM) Co.—Burton Prillwitz, 710 West St., 
Petaluma CA 94952. 

24th Div., 34th Rgt., Co. L—Marion Schine, 24 W. 
Upper Ferry Rd., West Trenton NJ 08628. 

25th Signal Bn. (Const.)— Williamsburg VA—Ed Wake- 
field, POB 10642, Birmingham AL 35202. 

26th Div., 726th Ord. LM Co.—Plymouth MA—Charles 
T. Birmingham, 1 A St., Wrentham MA 02093. 

27th Div. Assn.—Syracuse NY—Stanley Resue, 31 
Main St., Ballston Lake NY 12019. 

28th Div. (all wars)—Ft. Indiantown Gap PA—900 
Adams Ave., POB 109, Scranton PA 18501. 

32nd Div., 128th Rgt., Svc. Co.—Tom Flynn, 200 E. Div. 
St., Neillsville WI 54456. 

32nd Sig. Const. Bn.—Lexington KY—Bob Spraker, 
7617 Topside Rd., Knoxville TN 37920. 

34th Div.—Omaha—James Huyck, Camp Dodge, 7700 
NW Beaver Dr., Johnston IA 50131. 

34th Div., 168th Inf., Co. E—Vince Conners, Sidney IA 
51652. 

35th Inf. Div.—Topeka KS—Jack Sabata, 4311 
Womack Dr., Colorado Springs CO 80915. 

35th Field Hosp.—Colorado Springs—Milt Janecek, 
Rt. Box 147A, Wausaukee WI 54177. 

36th Cav., Trp. C, Recon. Sqdn.— Reading PA—Orrin 
Toftoy, 329 W. Park Ave., Aurora IL 60506. 

36th Engrs., Co. D—Catskills NY—Harry Morgan, 
3042 Brentwood Ave., Pittsburgh PA 15227. 

37th Div., 148th Rgt., Co. E—Joe Teeters, Court House, 
Kenton OH 43326. 

38th Engr. Combat Rgt.—Lancaster PA—Richard 
Prayer, 426A Duke St., Enola PA 17025. 

‘38th Ord. MM Co. (WWIl)—Roy LaFrenier, RD 1 Box 4, 
Minaqua WI. 

43rd Div., 172nd Rgt., Co. E—Elmer Nisley, 13 W. Main 
St., Hummelstown PA 17036. 

45th Div., 157th inf., 158th FA (WWIl)—Orlando FL— 
Felix L. Sparks, 7900 W. .23rd Ave., Denver CO 
80215. 

45th Div., 160th FA Bn.—Joseph Cherry, 7445 E. 29th 
St., Tulsa OK 74129. 

46th Signal Heavy Const. Bn. (WWIl)—Hagerstown 
MD—Leonard Wise, 4505 Hargrove Rd., Temple 
Hills MD 20748. 

50th AAA AW Bn. (SP) (Korean War)—Sandusky OH— 
Gene Ross, 530 Race St., Clyde OH 43410. 

50th Engrs. (C), Co. C—Frankenmuth MI—Giles 
Wieber, 450 Elm St., Fowler MI 48835. 

53rd Signal Bn., Co. A (WWil)—Irving TX—Harold 
Tipps, 1735 Floyd, Ardmore OK 73401. 

‘54th Med. Bn. (WWII) Jamestown NY—Roy Hoekstra, 
RR | Box 32, Barnesville MN 56514. 

62nd Signal Bn., Co. C—Owensboro KY—Joseph A. 
Davis, 4267 E. Mound St., Columbus OH 43227. 
65th Inf. Div. Assn.—Reno—Fred Cassata, 123 Dor- 
chester Rd., Buffalo NY 14213. 

70th Engr. LP Co. (WWII)—Gloucester City NJ—Ed- 
ward Soper, 124 Byrne Ave., Staten Island NY 
10314. 

74th Gun Bn. (AA), Btry. C. (WWIl)—Lancaster PA—Ed 
Murray, 213 Arno Rd., Venice FL. 

79th Div., 463rd AAA (AW) Bn.—San Jose CA—Jack A. 
Nelson, 1320 White Oaks Ave., Campbell CA 95008. 
81st Div., 323rd RAgt., Co. B—Sedalia MO—Francis 
Haynes, Racket Star Rt..Box 221, Warsaw MO 65355. 
81st QM—Hot Springs AR—L.Z. McCoy, Rt. 1, PO Box 
203, Caddo Mills TX 75005. 

85th Inf. Div. Sig. Co.—N.W. Treadway, 1098 Long 
Cove Rd., Gales Ferry CT 06335, 

86th Div.—St. Louis—Frank Smith, RR 1 Box 12B, 
High Hill MO 63350. 

87th QM Bn., Co. D & 100th Ord. Bn., 3488th Ord. Co. 
(WWI!)—Branson MO—Emerson Mester, 1245 Hoff 
Dr., St. Clair MO 63007. 

‘96th Div., 383rd Rgt., Anti-tank Co.— 
John Nasser, 6139 Faerdale Dr., 
43725. 

92nd Div. Assn. (Buffalo)—Pisa, Italy—Harry Brown, 
1465 Vernon Rd., Philadelphia PA 19150. 

97th Div., 303rd Agt. Co. M—G.B. Peterson, 8413 
Staunton DR., Austin TX 78758. 

99th Bn.— Owen Voxland, 1608 15th St. S., Moorhead 
MN 56560. 


Jonesboro AR— 
Cambridge OH 


Bn. (WWII)—Kansas City MO—Robert 
IB 286, Preston MO 65732. 

102nd AAA AW Bn. (A/T) (WWII)—Hyannis MA— 
Howard Zeh, 981 N. Forest Rd., Williamsville NY 
14221. 

106th AAA Bn., Btry. D—Grover C. Booth, 834 Kings 
Way Dr., Versailles KY 40383. 
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112th Station Hosp. (Calcutta)—Carlisle PA—Keith 
Straight. 1521 S. 29th St., La Crosse WI 54601. 
122nd Signal Radio Intel. Co.—Reno—Hollis Evans, 30 
Novato, Apt. 306, San Rafael CA 94901. 
130th Inf. Rgt.— William Hanks, 23 West Dr., Decatur 
IL 62526. 
155th Combat Engrs. (WWII)—Scott Putnam. POB 
690, Winnemuccaa NV 89445. 
185th Rot., Anti-tank Co.—Melvin Craghead, 7182 W. 
Belmont Ave., Fresno CA 93711. 
185th, 740th, 194th FA Bns., Gp. Hdg.—Little Amana 
—Joe Rajcevich, 611 Owen St., N.W., Cedar Rap- 

ids IA 52405. 
193rd Ord. Depot Co. Spearfish SD—Gene Hanson, 
329 Mero Court, East Grand Forks MN 56721. 
198th CA Assn.—Joseph Bernardo, POB 5145, Wil- 
mington DE 19808. 
203rd CA (AA)—Carthage MO—Hugh Ware, 1269 E. 
Guinevere, Springfield MO 65804. 
212th Signal Depot Co.—St. Louis—James Anderson, 
4326 Delor St., Grand Ledge MO 48857. 
216th CA (AA) Med. Det. (WWIl)—San Francisco—Don 
McAndrews, 361 W. Grand Ave., South St. Paul MN 
55075. 
217th CA (AA), Btry. A, Rgt. Band & Med. Dept.—Bob 
Erikson, 5351 Lakeland Ave. N., Minneapolis MN 
55429. 

225th FA Bn., Btry. C—Cave City KY—Malcolm L. 
Gibbons, Middle St. PO Box 36, Vienna MD 21869. 
226th AAA Sit. Bn., HQ Btry. & Bn. Officers—King of 
Prussia PA—Glenn Davis, 9820 Redd Rambler Dr., 
Philadelphia PA 19115, 
247th FA Bn., Svc. Btry.—Fayetteville NC—Melvin 
Sandy, Rt. 2 Box 81, Stephens City VA 22655. 
248th Combat Engrs., Co. B—Fred Mone, 16200 Erna- 
dale Ave., Cleveland OH 44111 
281st Combat Engrs.— Kansas City—E. Geoffrey Jef- 
freys, 1509 Government St., Mobile AL 36604. 
303rd FA Bn.—Norfolk VA—J.W. Redding, 12017, 
Shirestone Ln., Dallas TX 75244. 
475th AA (AW) Bn.—Pittsburgh—Bill Cochrane, 1608 
E. Hemlock Dr., Allison Park PA 15101. 
506th AAA Gun Bn.—Fairview PA—Dean Olin, 2413 
Center Rd., Ashtabula OH 44004. 
560th AAA Bn., 72nd Chem. Mortar Bn., Co. C—Albe- 
marle NC—Pete Whitley, Rte. 6, PO Box 714, Albem- 
arle NC 28001. | 
565th AAA (AW) Bn.—Chattanooga TN—Sam B. 
Thomas, 4717 Aloha, Memphis TN 38118. 
615th Bn., 3265th Base Depot Co. I—Houghton Lake 
MI—Richard Schmeltzer, 6370 N. 4th St., Wells MI 
49894, 
622nd Engr., Base Equip. Co. (WWII) —Charleston SC— 
Ernest F. Rode, 904 Tropical Lane, Key Largo FL 
33037. 
644th TD Bn.—Seattle WA—AI Berg, 610 Aloha St. 
#303, Seattle WA 98109. 
692 FA Bi try. B—Davenport IA—Vern Davis, 
2416 E. Pleasant St., Davenport LA 52803. 
702nd TD Bn., Co. C—Fort Bragg NC—Ear! F. Scholz, 
4042 S. Caulfield Ave., St. Francis WI 53207. 
704th Abne. AA, MG Batry.—Louisville KY—Erwin H. 
Drews, 1001 Wisconsin Dr., Jefferson WI 53549. 
704th TD Bn.—Pittsburgh PA—Rod Torbich, 166 
Linmar, Aliquippa PA 15001 
709th Tank Bn.— Niagara Falls NY—Paul E. Claster, 
19 Towne Terrace Apts., Middletown NY 10940. 
712th Tank Bn.—Greensboro NC—Ray A. Griffin, PO 
Box 22, Aurora NE 68818. 
713th MP Bn.—Saddle Brook NJ—William H. Fegley, 
104 Undercliff Ct., Edward R. Colombo, 74 Lyon Rd., 
Waldwick NJ 07463. 
722nd Engr. Depot Co.— Niagara Falls NY—William J. 
Szabo, 626 80th St., Niagara Falls NY 14304. 
722nd ROB—St. Louis—Robert B. Seeley, 527 Gaines 
St., Elmira NY 14904. 
726th ROB—Elkhart IN—Ray Bloom, 52948 C.R. 9N, 
Elkhart IN 46514. 
735th ROB—Flagstaff AZ—Lester J. Dahl, 13202 E. 
42nd Dr., Yuma AZ 85365. 
736th Med. Tank Bn.—Reno NV—Les Springmeyer, 
1645 Shangri La Dr., Reno NV 89509. 
737th AAA Gun Bn., Batry. A—Reading PA—Malcolm 
G. Smith, PO Box 74, Tranquility NJ 07879. 
743rd ROB, Co. C—Nashville TN—Floyd McKechnie, 
5349 S.E. 174th, Portland OR 97236. 
749th AAA Gun Bn.—Bushkill PA—Arthur Gibson, 
8730 Hartman Rd., Wadsworth OH 44281. 
750th ROB—St. Louis—Richard D. Campbell, PO Box 
274, Trenton MO 64683. 


751st Tank Bn.—Tulsa OK—John L. Flesch, PO Box 
1461, Grove OK 74344. 

757th Tank Bn.—Kansas City—Claude W. Milstead, 
1305 Woodcrest Dr., Jackson MS 39211. 

758th Engrs. Club—Buffalo—H. Rogers, 5360 Granny 
White, Brentwood, TN 37027. 

759th Ord. Co.—Las Vegas NV—Jerry Jansen, 3127 E. 
50th St., Minneapolis MN 55417. 

759th ROB—Pittsburgh PA—San Nepi, 26 Joans Ln., 
Berlin NJ 08009. 

765th FA Bn.—Fort Bragg NC—Samuel Corrado, 
4345 E. Barlind Dr., Pittsburgh PA 15227. 

772nd FA Bn., Batry. © & 202nd FA Bn.—Muskogee 
OK—Woodrow W. Gain, Rt. 2, PO Box 226, Ripley TN 
38063, 
772nd FA Bn. 
Loach, P 


. Svc. Batry.—Nashville TN—W.S. De- 
537, Krebs OK 74554. 


772nd TD Bn.—Dayton OH—Harold A. Wilgus, 433 
Tom Van Arden Dr., Shelbyville IN 46176. 

try. C—Cleveland—Rawl V. Ransom, 
St., Frankfort IN 46041, 


774th FA Bn, 
757 S, O'Neil 


778th Tank Bn.—Williamsburg VA—Lonzy W. Sey- 
mour, Jr., 1714 Montgomery Rd., Wilmington DE 
19805. 


791st AAA (AW) Bn.—Orlando FL—Milton J. McRae, 


140 Parkwood Rd., Elgin IL 60120. 

799th Engr. Forestry Co.—Oshkosh WI—Howard M. 
Heiges, 1311 W. Brewster, Appleton WI 54914. 
804th Bn.—Roswell NM—John T. Gaddy, Rt. 3, PO 
Box 118, Roswell NM 88201. 

805th TD Bn.—Harrisburg PA—Willard Hunt, POB 
452, Danville KY 40422. 

614th AV. Engrs. Bn.—Niagara Falls NY—Lawrence 
McGregor, 210 34th St. Dr., S.E., Cedar Rapids IA 
52403. 

822nd TD Bn.—Duluth—Joe Tricomi, 119 Millcreek 
Rd., Niles OH 44446, 

823rd TD Bn.—Washington DC—T.L. Raney, PO Box 
177, Fairfax Sta. VA 22039. 

850th Av. Engr. 0. A—Niagara Falls NY—Merton 
S. Marshall, 5: Elm Dr., Lewiston NY 14092. 
853rd Av. Engr. Bn.—Mobile AL—Fred J. Cyr, 3063 
Aspen Dr., Mobile AL 36609. 

854th Engr. Av. Bn.—Traverse City MI—James E. 
Bethell, 6805 Galax Court, Springfield VA 22150. 
858th Ord. HAM Co.—Lexington KY—Malcom E. 
Kenner, 728 E. Crawford Ave., Altoona PA 16602. 
882nd Ord. Co.—Portland OR—Bob Bisenius, 2804 E. 
28th St., Vancouver WA 98661. 

893rd AAA (AW) Bn., Batry A—Hudson NY—Walter 
Kurzyna, 11 Sallyann Dr., Trumbull CT 06611. 
894th Ord. HAM Co.—Plymouth MI—Henry T. Schwab, 
PO Box 39050, Detroit MI 48239. 

900th Ord. HAM Co.—Columbia SC—Willard L. Dei- 
trick, 234 South Roys Ave., Columbus OH 43204. 
967th QM Svc. Co., 6th, 7th Eng. Sp. Brig.—St. Louis— 
Paul J. Buscher, 3894 Via Miralesta, St. Louis MO 
63125. 

976th FA Bn., Batry. B—Atlantic City NJ—John Hor- 
ick, 36 Harrington Rd., Clifton NJ 07012. 

1268th Combat Engr. Bn., Co. A—Gettysburg PA— 
Norbert A. Miller, 1335 E. Tipton St, Ext., Hunting- 
ton IN 46750, 

1284th Combat Engr. Bn.—Bordentown NJ—Emilio 
Tirado, Rt. 1, PO Box 37A, New Egypt NJ 08533. 
1345th Combat Engr. Bn.— Lake George NY—JamesE. 
Perry, Rt. 1, PO Box 415, Greenwich, NY 12834. 
1550th QM Svc. Unit—Ironton OH—Hobart Royal, 
524 S, 10th St., Ironton OH 45638. 

1682nd Ord, Maint.—Las Vegas NV—Bill Stoner, 97 N. 
Richie Ave., Indianapolis IN 46234. 

1881st Av. Engr. Bn.—St. Paul MN—Norman E. John- 
son, 1944 Kennard St., St. Paul MN 55109. 

2017th Ord. Main. Co.—Memphis—Tom F, Womack, 
Rt. 1, PO Box 117A, Lilbourn MO 63862. 
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& BADGES 
IC REPRODUCTIONS 


SOLID JEWELERS METAL. CLOISONNE 
ENAMEL, PRECISION CASTING. ORIGINAL 
Ties Usto WHEN Possiate. 
1 MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. FREE CATALOG. 
SUSAN og 
Vesa beer Sees 
Pee eeing ou i | 
—————————— oo 


WORLD WAR II 
KOREAN CONFLICT 
VIETNAM WAR 
VETERANS LAPEL PINS 


& DECALS 


All lapel pins $8.00 each postage paid plus 3 
inch decal 

Send orders to: W&S Veterans Supply Co. 
Box 304, New Concord, OH 43762 


Two Famous Farmers! 


These little farmers are warming hearts in rural homes 
across the country! Thousands of large (14” x 18"), full. 
color posters of this picture have been ordered across the 
U.S. Now you, too, can order one of the posters for just 
$3.00 plus $1.25 shpg. WALL PLAQUE gives our full- 
color poster picture ing, quality finish that'll last a 
lifetime. Full-color picture of our “Two Famous Farmers” 
is mounted on 14” x 18” wood base, then sealed with 
acrylic for lacquered effect. Only $12.95 plus $2.85 shpg. 
‘Send Check or M.O. 20 day money back guarantee. 


HOLST. INC. Dept. VP-886, 1118 W. Lake 
’ e 


Box 370, Tawas City, Mi 48764 


MEN'S WIDE SHOES 


EE-EEEEEE, SIZES 5-13 

Extra width for men who need it. 
Excellent variety, styling 

and quality. Send for 

FREE CATALOG 

THE WIDEST 

SELECTION OF THE 

WIDEST SHOES 

ANYWHERE! 


HITCHCOCK SHOES, INC. 
Dept. 1OF, Hingham, MA 02043 


INVISIBLE-EAR 
CANAL AID 


This is all The Finest 
you wear! Hearing 


Dealers’ 
er : Prices 
ONLY NATURE DOES IT BETTER 
So small within the ear canal, it's never noticed. 
Comfortable, convenient, certified. 250,000 aids 
sold by mail. Lloyd also repairs all makes of aids. 


30 DAY TRIAL IN YOUR HOME 
CALL TOLL FREE 1/800/323-1212 


Also, finest quality Behind-the-Ear and Body 
Aids, starting at $99.50. Terms arranged. 


Dept. BV2, 128 Kishwaukee St. 
LLOYD Rocktord, IL 61104 


NEW POWERHOUSE NON PRISMATIC 
SPORT BINOCULAR 


One of our best sellers! Compact, lightweight yet 
enough for even the most .demanding. Perfect for 
Small enough to fit easily into glove com- 
An all time favorite for 
Focus fast and easy so you miss none 
FREE LENS COVERS AND STRAPS. Non- 
prismatic lens system. Matte black finish. 
INo, 2014— SPORT BINOCULARS 
Padded Zipper Cases Only $1.00 ea. 


Display Your Medals, 
Photos, Ribbons & Awards 


2 SIZES TO CHOOSE FROM 
REGULAR: 8” x10” x1” 
GIANT: 11” x14” x1” 


Display your own personal memorabilia for all to 
see. Great for collectors ... . show your coins, 
stamps, medals, awards and other prized collec- 
tions. Real VELOUR backing with clear protective 
face. Thick Wooden Tone Frame. Easel Back for 
standing, hanging rings for wall display. 2 sizes. 
No. 7131—Regular Showcase (8"x10"x1") $14.74 
No. 7132—Giant Showcase (11"x14"x1") $21.97 
Troster-Premt« 
| 2345 Post Road, Dept. 567G, Larchmont, N.Y. 10538 | 
RUSH the items ordered below on 30 DAY TRIAL 
— complete satisfaction GUARANTEED or my 
money back (except postage & handling) my pay- 
ment is enclosed including $1.85 for postage & 
handling, (sorry no C.0.D.). 


DESCRIPTION 
SHIPPING & HANDLING 


N.Y. Residents Must Add Sales Tax 
Total Enclosed 


FLORIDA LIVING! 


Free information — all adult 
manufactured home community. 
EAST SIDE VILLAGE 
P.O. Drawer 2939 
Lake City, Fl. 32055 


HEART ATTACK 


FREE REPORT. | survived heart attack. Quit doctors. Used 
90+ day painless technique..Cancelled surgery—Tossed out 
pills—Ended discomfort. Feel & look younger. Regained 
health. Heart attack symptoms—see your doctor first. | ama 
new man. Helping others. Free proo-—SEND NO MONEY—only 
name and address! Survival-8, Box 3256, Austin, Texas 78764 


BE ALMOST 2” 
STALLER!?!! 


SIZES: 5-11 
WIDTHS: B-EEE 


Look just like ordinary shoes except hidden inside 
is a height increasing innermold. Wide selection 
available including dress shoes, boots, sport shoes 
and casuals. Moneyback guarantee. Exceptionally 
comfortable. Call or write today for your FREE 
color catalog. “MD. RESID. CALL 301-663-5111” 
TOLL-FREE 1-800-343-3810 
ELEVATORS? [] 
RICHLEE SHOE COMPANY, DEPT. VF68 
P.O. BOX 3566, FREDERICK, MD 21701 


MEN 
PAST 40 


If you are disturbed by these symptoms, your 
troubles may be caused by glandular inflammation 
of your prostate. Methods that merely give tempor- 
ary relief for this condition cannot be expected to 
remove the cause of your trouble. 

The Excelsior Institute Clinic, devoted to the 


Troubled With Getting Up Nights 
Pains In Back, Hips, Legs 
Nervousness, Tiredness 


NON-SURGICAL methods of treatment for dis- 
eases peculiar to older men, has a new FREE 
BOOK that tells how these troubles may be cor- 
tected. The NON-SURGICAL treatments de- 
scribed in this book require no surgery, hospitaliza- 
tion or long period of convalescence. Treatments 
take but a short time and the cost is reasonable. 

Write today. This book may prove of utmost im- 
portance to you. No obligation. 

Excelsior Institute Clinic, Dept. 1158 
110 E. Broadway, Excelsior Springs, Mo. 64024 


1987 GOVERNMENT 
SURPLUS DIRECTORY 


BUY FOR AS LITTLE AS | 
1¢ ON THE DOLLAR | 


JEEPS, CARS as low as $30. BOATS, HELICOPTERS 
J TYPEWRITERS. TRUCKS. You can stil buy $,000,000 stems ! 
from the US. Government. This manual shows you how to find 
these bargains in your area at TREMENDOUS SAVINGS Some 
actual prices... CARS $30, PICKUPS $40, SHIRTS 226.50 J 
I POWER BINOCULARS $3, and MORE i 
THIS NEW 1987 up-to-date directory includes a Bidders 
[ List Appiication and listing of Defense Sales Offices. Our f 
J BIGGEST. MOST COMPREHENSIVE DIRECTORY Only $400 9 
Cut out this ad and send 0 SURPLUS, DEPT. B129 
P.O, BOX 92, LIVINGSTON, N.J. 07039 | 


3094th QM Refrig. Co. (Fixed)—Richmond VA—Ralph 
E. Orcutt, 4409 Newport Dr., Richmond VA 23227. 
3467th Ord. MAM Co.—Kearney NE—Stanley H. King, 
Rt. 1, PO Box 15-A, Gibbon NE 68840. 

3527th Ord. MM Co.—Carbondale IL—Ignatius Dolce, 
604 S. Charles, Steeleville IL 62288. 

Christmas Island Task Force—Tucson AZ—Darrell C. 
McCleary, 5431 N. Camino De La Brisas, Tucson AZ 
85715. 

Counter-Intelligence Corps—Baltimore—Harry B. 
Lindauer, PO Box 4547, Annapolis MD 21403. 
Merrill's Marauders Assn. (5307th CU/475th Inf. Rgt.)— 
Orlando FL—Raymond V. Lyons, 11244 N. 33rd St., 
Phoenix AZ 85028. 

M.R.S.V.—St. Louis—Margaret L. Magline, 116 Chest- 
nut St., Mt, Union PA 17066. 


GE MARINES 


OSeptember 

6th Div. Assoc.—Albany NY—Joseph M. Bangert, 7 
Hudson St., Kinderhook NY 12106. 

MAG-25 (WWII) —San Diego CA OH—Robert Biggane, 
POB 172, Elliott Sta., Buffalo NY 14205. 


Ga NAVY 


ClAugust 

iCB—Reno NV—Hazel Solarski, 139 Raven- 
head, Houston TX 77034. 

USS Dayton (CL105)—Clifton NJ—Edwin Chapman, 
36 Rossen Pl., Bloomingfield NJ 07003. 

USS Hoe ($$258)—Baltimore—Harry Flagg, 7003 
23rd Ave., W, Bradenton FL 33529. 

USS Hurst (DE250)—Philadelphia—Chuck Laird, 6 
Breslin Ave., Haddonfield NJ 08033. 

USS Neal A. Scott (DE769) (WWII)—Philadelphia—Val 
Swegel, 845 Bellvue Pl. E, Seattle WA 98102. 

VPB 117 (1944-45)—Seattle—VPB 117 Assn., 13871 
62nd Ave. NE, Kirkland WA 98034. 


DSeptember 

LION IV—Coeur D'Alene ID—Ruben R. Stahl, 1621 
Illinois , Huron SD 57350. 

7th NCB—Lionville PA—Michael Hennessey, 52 
Beach Ave., Pennsville NJ 08070. 

33rd NCB—Hyannis MA—Leo Burke, 15 Spring Park 
Ave., Jamaica Plain MA 02130. 

107th NC! ranton PA—Henry J. Sochacki, 20 W. 
608 22nd St., Lombard IL 60148. 

USS Attu (CVE-102)—Dayton OH—Steve Stephens, 
Rt. 2, PO Box 59, Milner GA 30257. 

USS Birmington—Hyannis MA—Buck Glans, 1849 
Indianapolis, Whiting IN 46394. 

USS Colorado—St. Paul MN—Jerry Kafka, 230 E. 
Como Blvd., St. Paul MN 55117. 

USS Converse (DD-509)—Las Vegas NV—Babe Boi- 
rum, 6300 W. Lone Mt. Rd., Las Vegas NV 89130. 
USS Cooper, USS Moale, USS Sumner (Battle of Ormoc 
Bay)—Reno NV—Russell Catardi, 513 County Line, 
Hatboro PA 19040. 

USS Copahee (CVE-12)—Charleston SC—Joe H. 
Downs, Rt. 5, PO Box 130, Huntsville AR 72740, 

USS Corina (AK-74)—Omaha NE—Joe Houston, 5007 
Davenport, Omaha NE 68132. 

USS Curtiss (AV-4)—Harrisburg PA—Frank Pavlu, 
682 Medford St., El Cajon CA 92020. 

USS Dobbin (AD-3)—Nashville TN—Clarence V. Rudd, 
506 N.E. Franklin, Bend OR 97701. 

USS Dunlap—Las Vegas NV—Victor Wasilewski, 182 
Long Hill Rd., Wallingford CT 06492. 

USS Dyson—Gatlinaburg TN—Edwin B, Fulkerson, 
Rt. 14, PO Box 182, Johnson City TN 37615. 

USS Edgar G. Chase (DE-16)—Seattle WA—Elmo 
Allen, 5125 Old Canton Rd. #205, Jackson MS 
39211 

USS Eldorado (AGC-11)—Charlotte NC—Robert Per- 
sichitti, 903 S. Lincoln Rd., East Rochester NY 
14445. 

USS Elokomin—Niagara Falls NY—A.H. Trippy, 5425 
Tonawanda Creek Rd., N. Tonawanda NY 14120. 
USS Emmons—Downeytown Inn PA—D. Jensen, 
8726 259th St., Floral Park NY 11001. 

USS Enterprise (C¥-6)—Arlington TX—Ed Doss, PO 
Box 791, Westport WA 98595. 

USS Fanning (DD-385)—Tulsa OK—Fred Winger, 
13509 Brogan Ave., Bakersfield CA 93312. 

USS Feland (APA-11)—Columbus OH—C.E. Holliday, 
5161 Hamilton Rd. N., Gahanna OH 43230. 

USS Frazier (DD-607)—New Orleans—Loren Troxel, 
20236 23rd PL, N.W., Seattle WA 98177. 
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USS Fremont (APA-44)—Summit NJ—Nelson Kelly, 
1287 Wild Wood Ter., Union NJ 07083. 

USS Guest (DD472)—Lake Tahoe—Harold Dayton, 
1442 Copper Ct., Reno NV 89509. 

USS Halford (DD-480)—Norfolk VA—John Mac- 
Donald, 5939 Dark Wood Dr., Houston TX 77088. 
USS Hammann/Gansevoort— Davenport [A—Wilbur 
Daleyk 701 S. Hall, Apt. 6, Algona IA 50511. 

USS Gen. A.E. Anderson (APA-111)—Portland ME— 
Johnny Brown, 41 Craigie St., Portland ME 04102. 
USS Hambleton (DD-455)—Cleveland OH—Ted Ecker, 
123 8th St., Lorain OH 44052. 

USS Hamilton (DMS-18/DD-141)—Long Beach CA— 
Bernard R. Maschauer, Rt. 11, PO Box 333, Roanoke 
VA 24019. 

USS Hancock (CV-CVA-18)—Chicago—Marshall 
Squire, 149 Berkley, Elmhurst IL 60126. 

USS Harding (DD-625/DMS-28)—Boston—G. Taylor 
Watson, PO Box 13A, McDaniel MD 21647. 

USS Hobby (DD-610)—San Diego CA—Geo. Watts, 
22261 Platino, Mission Viejo CA 92691. 

USS Holley (YN-14/AN-19)—Stratham NH—John 
LeBaron, 38 River Road, Stratham CA 03885. 

USS Hope (AH-7), 215th Hosp. Compl.—Norfolk VA— 
Rew. A. Wilson, PO Box 3613, Eureka CA 95502. 
USS Houston (CA-30) & USS Pawnee (ATF74)—Port- 
land OR—Calvin Rempfer, 806 Charles Ave., South, 
Salem OR 97302. 

USS Indiana (BB-58)—York PA—David R. Thomas, 
866 Quail Run, Ormond Beach FL 32074. 

USS Isherwood (DD-520)—Denver—T.D. Austin, 3714 
39th, Lubbock TX 79413. 

USS J.C. Owens (DD-776)—San Francisco—Lee R. 
Warren, 500 Southgate Ave., Daly City CA 94015. 
USS Karnes—Baltimore—Edward S. Quinn, 2412 
Woedcroft Road, Baltimore MD 21234. 

USS Keokuk (AKN-4)—Orlando FL—Victor DiPietro, 
30169 Balsam Blvd., Punta Gorda FL 33950. 

USS Kimberly (DD-521)—Orlando FL—Arthur C. 
Forster, 2312 Nela Ave., Orlando FL 32809. 

USS Lamson (DD-367)—LaCrosse WI—Ray Duley, 
Heritage Sq. L-3, Mission TX 78572. 

USS LCT 67—Howard C. Wells, PO Box 51, Browns- 
town IL 62418. 

USS LCI 450—Elroy WI—Joseph S. Kvidera, 4625 
Davis Ave., Sioux City IA 51106. 

USS Lindsey (DM-32)—San Diego CA—J.L. Arring- 
ton, 5197 Suwannee Road, Spring Hill FL 33526. 
USS Louisville (CA-28)—Salt Lake City UT—James H. 
Hamill, 819 W. Charles St., Plano IL 60545. 

USS LSM 202—Chattanooga TN—Eugene Baker, 
1809 Glenroy Ave., Chattanooga TN 37405. 

USS Rainier (AE-5)—Indianapolis—Thomas R. Lain, 
Rte. 2, PO Box 232, Edinburgh IN 46124. 

USS Richard M. Rowell (DE-403)—Bloomington MN-- 
Victor R. Pittman, Rte. 1, PO Box 12L. Almena WI 
54805. 

USS Robinson (DD-562)—Baltimore—Don Fahlberg, 
3661 41st St., Apt. 12, Moline IL 61265. 

USS Rodman (DD456/DM521)—Annapolis MD— 
Benjamin Winegrad, 27 Heritage Ct., Annapolis MD 
21401. 

USS Saginaw Bay (CVE-82)—Seattle WA—R.P. Treis- 
ter, 516 W. Chapman Ave., Placentia CA 92670. 
USS Salini Panama City FL—Otis L. Kirkland, 
907 First Ave., Dothan AL 36301. 

USS San Francisco (CA-38)— Orlando FL—Ed Wittler, 
2949 Flannery Rd., San Pablo CA 94806, 

USS San Saba (APA-232)—Sturgeon Bay WI—JohnC. 
Moore, 934 Quincy St., Sturgeon Bay WI 54235. 
USS Saratoga (CV-3)—Long Beach CA—P.R. Tonelli, 
6382 Cantiles Ave., Cypress CA 90630. 

USS Savannah (CL-42)—Murray C. Flanders, 9105 
Howell's Ferry Rd., Semmes AL 36575. 

USS Sibley (APA206)—Philadelphia—Carl Case, 
3915 Mt. Abraham Ave., San Diego CA 92111. 

USS Skate (SS-305)—Baltimore—Ray Ferry, Rt. 4 
Box 89, Lockport IL 60441. 

USS Southern Seas (PY-32)—Salt Lake City uT— 
Willard J. Dow, 3105 Mirrmar Way, Salt Lake tity UT 
84109. 

USS Thatcher (DD-514)—San Diego CA—Grover C. 
Hinds, 5509 Shooters Hill Ln., Fairfax VA. 

USS Thornhill (DE-195)—Tannersville PA—Henry 
Cetkowski, Rt. 2 PO Box 531, Titusville NJ 08560, 
USS Wasp (CV-7)— Nashville TN—Red Connell, 7215 
W. 24th St., Tacoma WA 98446. 

USS Wasp (CU/CVA/CUS-18), Air Grps. 14, 81, 86— 
Providence RI—Michael J. Crawley, 7 Sir Charles 
Road, Lincoln RI 02864." 

USS Wayn APA-54)— Williamsburg VA—Bernard A. 
Hassett, PO Box 363, Luray VA 22835. 


THE F-15: KEY PLAYER 
ON THE USAF TEAM. 


THE SITUATION: THE AIR FORCE 
NEEDS A FIGHTER THAT CAN 
TAKE OFF AND LAND ON SHORT 
OR DAMAGED RUNWAYS. 


Air Force fighters could be forced 
to operate from makeshift 
runways shortened by enemy 
attack. In these situations, a 


STOL (Short Takeoff and 
Landing) fighter would be 
invaluable. 

Equipped with controllable 
canards and thrust-vectoring 
engine nozzles, a STOL fighter 
could take off or land in 1,250 
feet or less, using bomb- 
damaged runways, in any 
weather—even when icy. 

To convert this need to reality, 
the Air Force has selected the 


F-15 Eagle, reasoning that STOL 
capabilities should be proven on 
today's foremost air superiority 
fighter. Low speed wind tunnel 
testing of a specially built Eagle 
has been completed, high speed 
testing is under way, and the first 
test flight is set for 1988. 

For a strong defense, America 
counts on the Air Force. And the 
Air Force is counting on the 
F-15 Eagle. 


BROKEN-FIELD 


